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Build Newsletter 11-12-12 Last Class Before the Holidays

Dec. 12, 2011  Last Class before Holidays!

Last Class before Holidays
The holidays are coming!  Teachers can tell that a school 
break is coming without having to look at a calendar.  I 
found this post on Facebook - it is too true!
  
HOW DO YOU KNOW YOU'RE A TEACHER? by Jeff 
Foxworty 
#1 You get a secret thrill out of laminating things.  
#2  You walk into a store and hear the words, “It’s Ms./Mr. 
____________ and know you have been spotted. 
#3 You have 25 people who accidentally call you Mom/Dad 
at one time or another.
#4 You can eat a multi-course meal in under 25 minutes. 
#5 You’ve trained yourself to go to the bathroom at two 
distinct times of the day, lunch and planning period. 
#6 You start saving other people’s trash, because most 
likely, you can use that toilet paper tube or plastic butter tub 
for something in the classroom.  
#7 You want to slap the next person who says, “Must be 
nice to work 7 to 3 and have summers off”.
#8 You believe chocolate is a food group. 
#9 You feel the urge to talk to strange children and correct 
their behavior when you are out in public.   
#10 You think caffeine should be available in intravenous 
form.  #11 You spend more money on school stuff than you 
do on your own children. 
#12 You ask your husband or friends to use their words and 
explain if the left hand turn he made was a “good choice” or 
“bad choice.” 
#13 You find true beauty in a can full of perfectly sharpened 
pencils. 
#14 You are secretly addicted to hand sanitizer. 
#15 You understand, instantaneously, why a child behaves 
in a certain way after meeting his/her parents. Ah Yes.....I 
am :
  
So - the last week of school before the holidays! The kids 
are wound up, the teachers are tired, and too many 
teachers are showing movies.  Some of us have the kids for 
so few music classes in the year that you can’t “waste” 
good teaching time --- even if the break starts tomorrow! My 
favorite pre-holiday lesson plan was to get out the class 
games, and let the kids play games that teach some really 
important skills.
  
PreK-1:  Classroom Instrument Bingo Bingo games with 
the really young students work best when you have the 
students play the games with a partner.  Be sure that you 
have a strong student with a weak one -- not two weak 
ones together!  Have your bingo chips in zip lock bags or 
you’ll spend most of the music class counting them out.  
Tell the students that if they run short of bingo chips, they 
can borrow one or two from another group. This game tests 
the students ability to recognize by the sound, a variety of 
non-pitched percussion instruments.  You can use the 
recording, or you could choose to use the instrument, 
hiding them behind a screen.  Decide on the game format --
- one or two lines, all the corners, or a blackout.  I like to do 
a few games, then go for a blackout.  The kids all get 
blackout at the same time because every card has every 
instrument, but they all think that they’ve WON!   
Information on Classroom Instrument Bingo can be found 
at:   www.Musicplay.ca For prizes, give them stamps, 
stickers or a sweet treat if you’re allowed.  I like to give 
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Contests
Are you using any of our materials (Themes & 
Variations publications) in your Holiday Concert?  If 
you are performing any of Themes & Variations 
songs, send us a video of your concert, and we'll 
give you a $25 credit for materials!  We LOVE to see 
your performances of our songs.
  
  
  
 Long and McQuade is having a YouTube Performance 
Competition fo Canadian School Music Programs.  Top 
prize for Elementary Music (K-5) is a $5000 gift card.  
2nd place is a $1500 gift card.  Elementary Schools are to 
perform O Canada:  vocal, instrumental, Orff, recorder, 
Ukelele etc.  Any interpretation is allowed.  Deadline for 
entries is March 30th.
 
http://www.long-mcquade.com/school_contest
 
Themes publishes a nice collection of National Anthems 
with O Canada in the keys of C, D, Eb - choose the key 
that your choir sounds the best singing!   Good Luck!
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/category.aspx?
categoryid=95
 
  
  
  

2012 Workshops
 
  
Oklahoma Music EducatorsEarly Childhood Day
Jan 21, 2012
  
  
Utah MEA
Feb. 3-4, 2012
  
  
NCTCANorth Central Teacher's Convention, 
Edmonton
Feb.  9, 2012
  
TMEA - San Antonio TX- Sensational Singing Games 
session
Feb. 10, 2012
  
Calgary City Convention(CCTCA)
Feb. 16-17, 2012
OFF-Site at St. Mary's School
 
Palliser Convention, Calgary
Feb. 23-24, 2012- Listening Fun with Scarves and Tennis 
Balls
 
GETCA Convention, Edmonton
March 1-2, 2012
 
North Carolina Orff Chapter
March 10, 2012
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Christmas jelly beans (which are red, green and white), and 
then end with song, “One Green Jelly Bean.” from the 
collection, Movement Songs Children Love. 
  
The kids LOVE this song, and it’s great to use anytime, but 
the day before the holidays it really gets those jiggles out! 
Information on Movement Songs Children Love: 
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?
productid=312
  
Any of our Action Song or Movement Books are great for 
the Holidays!  The newest collection has 28 really good 
movement songs.  The Jig Jig Jiggles would be perfect for 
your pre-holiday classes!  It’s in the collection Primary 
Dances and Singing Games: 
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?
productid=PD
  
Grade 2-6:  Orchestra Bingo Read the hints for playing 
bingo above.  Playing Orchestra Bingo with a partner is a 
good strategy for Grade 2-3.  Older students may want to 
play with a partner, but should be more competent if they 
are playing on their own. With the older students, you may 
want to follow up the Bingo Game by doing an assessment 
of how well they can identify the instruments aurally.  The 
Orchestra Bingo game published by Themes  includes 
written assessments.  Younger students can be assessed 
on whether they can identify the instruments visually and 
group them into families.  Assess older students on whether 
or not they can identify the instruments by the sound they 
make.  You'll find this in the Listening Section of 
www.musicplay.ca  
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/category.aspx?
categoryID=30
  
  
Rhythm Dice Games are another great pre-Holiday 
activity. The kit comes with 25 dice imprinted with a quarter 
note, half note, dotted half note, whole note, pair of eighth 
notes and quarter rest.  In the games if you roll a quarter 
note, you move 1 spaces.  If you roll a whole note, you 
move 4 spaces.  There are 10 different games in the kit.  
The games are played with 2-4 students and require use of 
only one dice, so you have materials in the kit to use with 
up to 50 students at the same time.  The games teach the 
student note values and meter.  Written activities are 
included to use for assessment or reinforcement.  The 
Table Talk game is great for transitioning students from 
using ta and titi, to learning that a quarter note is one beat 
in 4/4 time.
www.musicplay.ca
  
Music Center Kits 1 and 2 include activities and games to 
use at centers in the music class.  Each kit includes 
activities to teach, practice or reinforce dynamics, tempo,  
note names and note values.  There are 4 copies of each 
game, so up to 40 students can play at the same time. Set 
up 4 Centers in your music classroom.  Divide the students 
into 4 groups and rotate them through 3 to 4 centers in a 
music period.  There is a written component with each of 
the activities so students are accountable for the time spent 
at each center and they get written reinforcement of the 
concepts taught by the games.
 Find information and samples at:  www.musicplay.ca
 
 

Concert Etiquette Rap:
This was in a newsletter a few years ago.  Very cheesy, but 
if you have a couple of good students read it to your 
audience before starting your concert, you may educate 
your audience in what concert etiquette should be.
 
by Denise Gagne and Denese Odgaard
 
Welcome to our concert - we’re really glad you came.
We will listen carefully - we hope you do the same.
 
Some of us are really small - our voices aren’t too strong.
If you’re really quiet - you’ll still hear - you won’t go wrong.
 
We have a few suggestions to make this fun for all.
Please turn your CEL phones off so they don’t ring inside 
the hall.
 
If you really have to go, please leave when there’s 
applause.
You may enter once again - when there is a pause.
 
Save the hoots and hollers for when you’re at the game.
When you’re at a concert, it isn’t quite the same.
 

 
South Carolina Orff Chapter
March 24, 2012
 
South Texas Orff ChapterApril 14, 2012
 
Canadian National Orff Conference
April 19-1, 2012
 
 

Workshops are available with Denise Gagne or with Dan Fee 

(WI - Listening Fun with Scarves and Tennis Balls) Email 

denisegagne1@gmail.com for more information. (

Newsletter Topics

I've had several request for newsletters on the following 
topics.
 
- Behavior Problems
- Sub Plans
- Puppets
- Remembrance Day / Veterans Day
- Fundraising Ideas
- Fundraising Christmas CD project
 
If you have any questions about anything in Musicplay or 
anything to do with teaching K-6 elementary music, I'd be 
happy to write an answer for you, and if it applies to 
others, to include in a newsletter.
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We hope that you will stay and watch until the very end.
We really will appreciate this - our thanks to you we’ll send!
 

   Happy Holidays to All of You!

Musicplay Digital Resources Updates
Dec. 5, 2011:  www.musicplayupdates.com
Replacement PowerPoints, Smartboard and QuickTime 
movies were posted for #12 Obwisana in Musicplay 2, and 
#19 Kye Koolay in Musicplay 1.  We were more specific 
about the part of Ghana that is photographed in the slides.
 
To get the new files, go to www.musicplayupdates.com 
and Login.  Your Username and Password (Registration 
Key) were given to you when the disks were mailed out.  If 
you've forgotten or lost the information, email 
erin@musicplay.ca along with proof of purchase.  (Digital 
photo of your disk will suffice)
 
You need to log in for each grade level, one grade level  at 
a time.  
 
I had a question about updates to the teacher's guides. 
 The last major update to Grades 1-5 was in 2009.  The 
next guide that will be updated is Musicplay for 
Kindergarten in 2012.  If you order the Digital Resources, 
you can request an updated teacher's guide for the grade 
level for free.  Proof of purchase will be required - a digital 
photo of your teacher's guide will be enough.  If you would 
like to update your teacher's guide without purchasing 
digital resources, the cost is $10 for printed copy only.  This 
is not available online - it's only available by emailing either 
tvinfo@telus.net or denisegagne1@gmail.com, and you 
must include a photo of your current guide.  This update 
doesn't include new CDs.  If you have teacher's guides 
older than 2005 (Grade 1 and 3) or 2006 (Grade 4 and 5) 
you can request a new guide with CDs for $60.
 
The Musicplay Digital Resources for Kindergarten were 
delivered to Themes last week!  There are 2 disks for 
Kindergarten.
Disk One includes:
1. PowerPoints - can be used by teachers with 
computer/projectors or Smartboards or any Interactive 
Whiteboard
2. Smart Notebook Files - useful only to teachers with 
Smartboards or other IWB that uses the notebook program
 
Disk 2 includes:
QuickTime Movies of songs AND kids demos- can be 
used on computer/projectors or Smartboards (or any IWB)
We will be mailing the final version of the Kindergarten 
Digital Resources to all teachers who have the Beta version 
next week.  You should receive them before Christmas!
 
For information or to order visit: www.musicplay.ca
 
Your power points are amazing.  I have taught for 21 years and they are 
the best teaching tool I have ever seen or used.  Congratulations!  I think 
there must be some educational award out there that you should be 
receiving after creating these.  My students love them and so do I.  G.J, 
BC
 
Thank you so much!!  These are WONDERFU

Fullscreen

Preview

Save

Save &
Schedule/Send

Back

http://www.christmasconcert.com/MusicPlay.htm

