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Build Newsletter 11-11-28 New Words Holiday Round

Nov. 28, 2011  New Words Holiday Round

Write new words for a Holiday 
Song:
#42 Musicplay 3 - Santa Claus is ComingOR  for PreK - 1 new words 
for Ring Ring Ring the Bells Learning Goals: I can write new words 
to a song. I can describe many different holidays that children in North 
America celebrate.
 

Activities: 1.  Teach the melody of the round by rote to a neutral 
syllable, such as lai or loo. 2.  Teach the words as written. 3.  Invite 
the students to think~pair~share with a partner about other holidays 
that they might celebrate. (Kwanza, Hannukah, Diwali, Chinese New 
Years, Carnival, etc.) 4.  Have them choose one of the other holidays 
and write new words for the round. For example: Hanukkah is 
coming. Soon light the lights. Eight glowing candles, what a lovely 
sight. 5.  Invite the pairs of students to sing their version to the class.   
Put together a class composition using many of the new verses. 6.  
Record the class singing their versions and post it on YouTube.  Send 
Denise Gagne the link (or an mp3)so she can share it.
Ring Ring Ring the Bells is in Musicplay 1.  This is a better song for 
preK-Grade 1-2 students to write new words for than the round.

  
  
  
  
Have the students choose non-pitched percussion instruments and 
create new verses using the instrument names.
 
For example:
Tap, tap, tap the sticks
Tap them nice and clear
Tell the children everywhere that Christmas time is near.
 
Beat, beat, beat the drum...
Shake, shake the tambourine...
Ding, ding the cymbals ding....
 
Share your students creations!Join the Musicplay Curriculum 
Facebook Page, and/or the Musicplay Teachers group and share your 
assessment tools. Or - email denise 
at denisegagne1@gmail.com and I’ll post your ideas.
 
  
Holiday Concert Scripts:  Last December I invited teachers to send 
in the scripts that they’ve written for their holiday concerts.  I’d love to 
get enough to put together a collection of scripts that teachers have 
used.  I have a few, but would very much like more!  If you’ve written a 
script, submit it for review.  If accepted, your script will be published 
and you’ll be paid a 10% pro-rated royalty.
  
Are you using any of our materials in your Holiday Concert?  If 
you are performing any of Themes & Variations songs, send us a 
video of your concert, and we'll give you a $25 credit for 

Themes &Variations

Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax 1-888-562-
4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net
 
www.musicplay.ca

2012 Workshops

Oklahoma Music 
EducatorsEarly 
Childhood DayJan 21, 
2012
Utah MEAFeb. 3-4, 2012
NCTCANorth Central 
Teacher's Convention, 
EdmontonFeb.  9, 2012
TMEA - San Antonio TX- 
Sensational Singing Games 
sessionFeb. 10, 2012
Calgary City 
Convention(CCTCA)Feb. 
16-17, 2012OFF-Site at St. 
Mary's School
 
Palliser Convention, 
CalgaryFeb. 23-24, 2012- 
Listening Fun with Scarves 
and Tennis Balls
 
GETCA Convention, 
EdmontonMarch 1-2, 2012
 
North Carolina Orff 
ChapterMarch 10, 2012
 
South Carolina Orff 
ChapterMarch 24, 2012
 
South Texas Orff 
ChapterApril 14, 2012
 
Canadian National Orff 
ConferenceApril 19-1, 
2012
 
 

Workshops are available 

with Denise Gagne or with 

Dan Fee (WI - Listening Fun 

with Scarves and Tennis 

Balls) Email 

denisegagne1@gmail.com 

for mor information.

Newsletter Topics

I've had several request for 
newsletters on the 
following topics.
 
- Behavior Problems

Theme
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materials!  We LOVE to see your performances of our songs.

Musicplay Digital Resources Updates
Nov. 28th UPDATES:  www.musicplayupdates.com
- a new Smartboard file for Cobbler Cobbler has been posted in the 
Musicplay 5 section, with ideas submitted by Erin Kuchta, president of 
Missouri Kodaly Educators
- a Smartboard file for all grade levels with a great rhythm game (Dirty 
Dozen) created by Anne Clayton has been posted for all grade levels.
 
To get the new Smartboard files, go to www.musicplayupdates.com 
and Login.
Your Username and Password (Registration Key) was given to you 
when the disks were mailed out.  If you've forgotten or lost the 
information, email erin@musicplay.ca along with proof of purchase. 
 (Digital photo of your disk will suffice)
 
- if you create Smartboard files for any songs in Musicplay that you'd 
be willing to share with other teachers, please send them to 
denisegagne1@gmail.com
 
- If the notebook files are publishing-ready quality, we may be 
able to pay you a fee for use!
  
- Future updates will include more of the kids demo movies, more 
performance videos and more Smartboard (or IWB) files!
 
  
The Musicplay Digital Resources for Grades 1-6 are now 
complete!  These include the materials in 3 formats. 
1. PowerPoints - can be used by teachers with computer/projectors 
or Smartboards or any Interactive Whiteboard
2. QuickTime Movies - can be used on computer/projectors or 
Smartboards (or any IWB)
3. Smart Notebook Files - useful only to teachers with Smartboards 
or other IWB that uses the notebook program
 
Musicplay for Kindergarten Digital Resources have been sent for 
manufacturing!  The final versions should be mailed to teachers who 
have the Beta versions before Christmas!
 
For information or to order visit: www.musicplay.ca
 
Your power points are amazing.  I have taught for 21 years and they are the best 
teaching tool I have ever seen or used.  Congratulations!  I think there must be some 
educational award out there that you should be receiving after creating these.  My 
students love them and so do I.  G.J, BC
 
Thank you so much!!  These are WONDERFUL!!
Nov.

- Sub Plans
- Puppets
- Remembrance Day / 
Veterans Day
- Fundraising Ideas
- Fundraising Christmas CD 
project
 
If you have any questions 
about anything in Musicplay 
or anything to do with 
teaching K-6 elementary 
music, I'd be happy to 
write an answer for you, 
and if it applies to others, 
to include in a newsletter.
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