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Build Newsletter 11-11-20 Smart Solfa and Smart Rhythm

November 20, 2011 Smart Rhythm & Solfa

 

Smart Rhythm ~ Smart 

Solfa
We'd like to publish your Smartboard Activity!
 
Have you written a great Smartboard activity for use in your 
elementary music classes?  Themes & Variations is looking for 
activities using songs that are in Musicplay (or other public domain 
songs) that we can give to teachers using Musicplay Digital 
Resources (free to current users) and that we may include in future 
collections of activities to use on Smartboard.  We're also looking for 
activities to teach or assess rhythm. We will pay for these activities (or 
give you credits to purchase free materials) - AND we'll give you free 
copies of the completed publication when it is printed!   You will be 
listed as an author and contributor to the publication and will receive 
an immediate payment. I'm hoping to get some great rhythm and solfa 
activities!
We’re hoping that if songs are used they are from our Singing Games 
collections, Orff collections or from Musicplay.  If the song is from 
Musicplay or any Themes & Variations source, we will add the song 
notation and the audio to your activity.  Then, other teachers using the 
activity know exactly how the version of the song goes.  If we have a 
kids demo movie of the game, we’ll include that as well. Each 
contribution will be paid $25-100 for immediate use on the update site, 
and if included in the collection will be paid an additional $50-250, 
plus will get a free copy of the entire collection for their own use.  The 
fee paid will depend on the complexity of the activity.  Minimum 
payment will be $25.  You will be listed as an author and contributor in 
the publication.
  
For example:  Turkey Round and Fat is now Denise Gagne's song - 
I've written new words for it. If you do a simple Smartboard activity to 
reinforce rhythm reading or reading so-mi based on this activity, we'll 
give you an immediate payment OR free materials from Themes & 
Variations.
 
You need to use clipart and graphics from licensed sources in your 
presentation.  If you need to replace graphics, just email and ask and 
I'll find you a legal licensed graphic that you can use.  
Email Denise for a copy of the full agreement.
Email ASAP!
 

New Words:  Turkey, turkey, round and fat. Turn into a turkey pie.  No not that!
 

Christmas Concert ScriptsWe’re offering a pro-rated 
royalty for any Christmas Concert Scripts that we receive!  We have 

several great scripts from 2010, but need more to create a collection.  
If you’ve written a script for your concert, send it to us for possible 

inclusion in a future collection.
  
  
 

For information on the Musicplay K-6 music curriculum visit:
www.musicplay.ca

 

Themes &Variations

Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax 1-888-562-
4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net
 
www.musicplay.ca

Fall Workshops

Virginia Music Educators 
Conference
Nov. 17-19, 2011

Workshops 2012
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Musicplay Digital Resources
The Musicplay Digital Resources for Kindergarten are now 
complete!  These include the materials in 3 formats. 
1. PowerPoints - can be used by teachers with computer/projectors 
or Smartboards or any Interactive Whiteboard
2. QuickTime Movies - can be used on computer/projectors or 
Smartboards (or any IWB)  Kindergarten includes songs with lots of 
colorful graphics and more than 20 kids demo movies.
3. Smart Notebook Files - Great for teachers with Smartboards or 
the Notebook program.
 
To view samples visit:
Any teachers who have the Beta version of Musicplay for 
Kindergarten, should receive the manufactured copy before Christmas 
break.
 
For information or to order visit: www.musicplay.ca
 
Your power points are amazing.  I have taught for 21 years and they are the best 
teaching tool I have ever seen or used.  Congratulations!  I think there must be some 
educational award out there that you should be receiving after creating these.  My 
students love them and so do I.  G.J, BC
 
Thank you so much!!  These are WONDERFUL!!
 

Spring Musicals
Thinking of doing a Spring Musical?
John Jacobson's new Musical, Harmony High would be a great 
choice.  This would be like having your school be on Glee!  We have 2 
sets in stock - order by phone to get one of them at a special $110 
price.  1-888-562-4647
 
Harmony High
by John Jacobson and Mac Hugg
 
Can't get enough of this “way out” school where everybody sings 
and everything's cool! It's the first day of school, and new students 
Michael, Michele and Junior are about to discover what the singing 
is all about. The principal is quite cheery and loves to vocalize!? 
Everyone's a winner in Jim the Gym teacher's gym, and those 
classical cooks of the cafeteria are always ready to dine. Even the 
students in detention are singing . . . the blues, and the whacky 
Science class is really rockin'! Upper elementary and middle school 
performers will rock to “Harmony High.” Clever original songs, zany 
antics and creative script writing combine for a truly spectacular 
moment on stage that will have everyone singing, including the 
audience! Teacher Edition includes piano/vocal arrangements, 
script, choreography and helpful production guide. The script with 
over 20 speaking parts is adaptable to groups of varying sizes, and 
teaching objectives linked to the National Standards are provided 
for each song. Singer book offers vocal lines and script parts, and 
the performance/accompaniment CD features the highest quality 
recordings. The expanded Performance Kit provides all you need in 
one convenient package for extra cost-saving value.   Regular 
price:  $120  Special  $110
View Samples at:  Harmony High

Oklahoma Music Educators
Early Childhood Day
Jan 21, 2012
 
Utah MEA
Feb. 3-4, 2012
  
NCTCA
North Central Teacher's 
Convention, Edmonton
Feb.  9, 2012
  
TMEA - San Antonio TX
- Sensational Singing Games 
session
Feb. 10, 2012
  
Calgary City Convention
(CCTCA)
Feb. 16-17, 2012
OFF-Site at St. Mary's School
  
Palliser Convention, Calgary
Feb. 23-24, 2012
- Listening Fun with Scarves 
and Tennis Balls
  
GETCA Convention, 
Edmonton
March 1-2, 2012
 
North Carolina Orff Chapter
March 10, 2012
 
South Carolina Orff Chapter
March 17, 2012
 
South Texas Orff Chapter
April 14, 2012
 
Canadian National Orff 
Conference
April 19-1, 2012
  
  
If you'd like to book a workshop 
with Denise Gagné or with Dan 
Fee (based in Wisconsin), 
please email 
tvmusic@telusplanet.net

Newsletter Topics

I've had several request for 
newsletters on the 
following topics.
 
- Behavior Problems
- Sub Plans
- Puppets
- Remembrance Day / 
Veterans Day
- Fundraising Ideas
- Fundraising Christmas CD 
project
 
If you have any questions 
about anything in Musicplay 
or anything to do with 
teaching K-6 elementary 
music, I'd be happy to 
write an answer for you, 
and if it applies to others, 
to include in a newsletter.

Hate paying 
Shipping?

Themes & Variations is 
giving a free Book/CD with 
every order shipped!
This MORE than pays for 
your shipping cost.
 
Orders in Nov/Dec will 
receive the free book Songs 
for Christmas - a wonderful 
collection of unison/2 part 
choral arrangements for 
Christmas by Craig Cassils.
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