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Build Newsletter 11-10-12 Pumpkin Stew

October 12, 2011  Pumpkin Stew

 

Toronto - Fall Musicplay Workshop
Are you not able to attend OMEA this year?  Get some great ideas 
 for teaching K-6 music at our fall Musicplay Workshop!
  
Location:  Indigo Hotel, 135 Carlingview Drive, Toronto, ON  M9W 5E7  
Date:  Monday, Nov. 7th, 2011
Time:  9:30 - 3:00 PM
 Full workshop description is at the end of the newsletter.
Online registration is now available:  www.musicplay.ca
  
October is a fun month - even if you don't have 
Halloween at your school.  If a song in Musicplay talks 
about Halloween, options are always given to adapt it 
 so that all students can participate.  Pumpkin Stew is a 
simple chant that you can use to create a rondo, and 
create ostinato accompaniment.  BATS is a kids 
favorite song, with cool sound effects created on 
balloons.
  

Pumpkin Stew - from Musicplay 2

  
  
  
  
 
Teaching Purpose/Suggestions: Teach the chant.
 If you are in a school that doesn’t talk about witches, substitute the word 
“pumpkin”.  “Black and blue, full of goo, what do you put in the pumpkin stew?” (1)
 
Music Reading and Writing: How you organize music is called its form.  Create a 
performance organizing Witch’s Stew like this:
 
A Question
B Answer 1
A Question
C Answer 2
A Question
D Answer 3
A Question
 
This is rondo form: ABACAD (5)
 
 
Playing and Creating: Create rhythmic ostinatos to accompany the chant.
You could use words as the basis of the ostinato, or rhythms.
For example:
yucky yucky pumpkins yucky
Spiders legs and mushy worms
Transfer the ostinato to instruments.
  
Ask the students, “What instruments could you use to accompany this chant?” 
“Why would you choose them?” “How could changing the instrument you choose 
change the mood of the piece.” Demonstrate how to play the rhythm instruments 
so that students are aware of the proper playing technique. (2, 3, 4)

Themes &Variations
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Phone/Fax 1-888-562-4647
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phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net
 
www.musicplay.ca

Workshops 2011

Toronto Fall Musicplay 
Workshop!
Monday, Nov. 7th
Online Registration is now 
available.
www.musicplay.ca
  
  
Early Childhood Educators 
Conference, Saskatoon
October 22, 2011
for information on how to 
register email program chair 
Robyn Hunter
robyn.hunter@nwsd.ca
 
Workshop Topics:
1.  Holiday concert ideas
2.  Music and Literacy
3.  Wiggle While you Learn
4.  Fun Songs for Classroom 
Singing
 
 
 
Alberta Fine Arts 
Conference
October 28-30, 2011
Calgary, Alberta
registration will be through 
the Calgary Regional 
Consortium: 
www.crcpd.ab.ca
Early Bird Fee is $275
Workshop Topics:
- Recorder Rocks
Participants will receive a free 
recorder and book!
 
 
 
Ontario Music Educators 
Conference
Nov. 3-5, 2011
Deerhurst, Ontario
To register visit
www.omea.on.ca/
Workshop Topics:
1. Listening Fun with scarves 
and tennis balls!
2. Recorder Made Easy!
Participants will receive a free 
recorder and book!
3.  Songs and Games from 
Diverse Cultures
 
Virginia Music Educators 
Conference
Nov. 17-19, 2011
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Would you like this as a PPT?  Email denisegagne1@gmail.com to request!
  
  

BATS - from Musicplay 4
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Teaching Purpose/Suggestions:Teach the song by rote OR if your students are 
able to, read the song using solfege.  Here's the fun part!!!
Add sound effects to the song by having students let the air out of balloons. 
(Stretch the opening of the balloon so that it squeals.) Give two or three students 
balloons each time you sing. To ensure student safety, blow up the balloons 
for them. (1)
  
 
Playing and Creating: Teach the Orff arrangement for “Bats”. This arrangement is 
from The Orff Source. Create sound effects to accompany the song with balloons 
and with other found sounds. (2, 3)
  
 
Curriculum Connections: Science: Learn some interesting facts about bats. Have 
students create power point projects
 
about bats that could be projected as you sing the song. (8)
 
Standards: 1, 2, 3, 8
  
  

Hate Shipping Costs?
Do you hate paying shipping on mail orders?
We're giving a free Book/CD with every order that MORE than pays 
for your shipping cost.
October's Free Book/CD is Sing Along with Seniors!
 
 

Fall Musicplay Workshop
Toronto, Nov. 7th

 
 
Create and Perform:  Using Singing Games as a springboard to 
creating!
Reflect, Respond, Analyse:  Apply critical analysis process to 
listening materials
Exploring Forms & Cultural Contexts: new songs, games from 
many cultures
 
In this workshop, Denise Gagne will share activities to address 
expectations in the new Ontario arts document (music strand Gr. 1-
6).  Teachers can expect to move, sing, play instruments, play 
games and create simple pieces.  Denise’s workshops are always 
fun, activity based and very practical.  Handouts will include 
correlations to the 2009 Ontario arts document, assessment ideas, 
and manipulative ideas.
 
 
Location: Indigo Hotel, 135 Carlingview Drive, Toronto, ON  M9W 
5E7  (use GPS!)
Date:  Monday, Nov. 7th, 2011
Time: 9:30 - 3:00 PM

Oklahoma Music 
Educators
Early Childhood Day
Jan 21, 2012
 
 
North Carolina Orff 
Chapter
March 10, 2012
 
 
South Carolina Orff 
Chapter
March 17, 2012
 
 
South Texas Orff Chapter
April 14, 2012
 
 
If you'd like to book a 
workshop with Denise 
Gagné or with Dan Fee 
(based in Wisconsin), 
please email 
tvmusic@telusplanet.net
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sing Along with 
Seniors

Taking 
children 
to sing 
for 
seniors 
at a 
Seniors 
Centre 
or 
Nursing 

home is a great activity for 
both the kids and the 
seniors.  Inter-generational 
music making brings the 
generations together in an 
activity that all can enjoy.
 
In Sing Along with Seniors, 
we've included the songs that 
your students should know 
and that most seniors will be 
familiar with.  We've 
arranged the songs in 
unison/optional 2 part, so 
that even the youngest 
students you teach can sing 
(in unison), but the 2 part 
arrangements will still be 
interesting for your upper 
elementary students.  Lyrics 
sheets are included to hand 
out when you take your 
students to sing along with 
seniors.
 
1.  He’s Got the Whole World
 2.  Down by the Bay         
 3.  Kumbayah                    
 4.  This Little Light of Mine  
 5.  I’ve Been Working on the 
Railroad     
 6.  She’ll Be Comin’ Round 
the Mountain    
 7.  Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game        
 8.  Home on the Range      
 9.  Down by the Riverside  
10. Michael Row the Boat 
Ashore        
11. Amazing Grace              
12. When the Saints Go 
Marching In    
Lyric Sheets            
 
This collection will be given to 
any teacher who arranges a 
visit to a seniors centre or 
nursing home.  This gift is 
given in memory of my 
mother, Naomi Gagné,  who 
lived the last years of her life 
in a nursing home.  After 
Alzheimer’s disease robbed 
her of so many memories, 
she could still sing and knew 
the lyrics to many of the 
songs from her childhood.  It 
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Workshop Only Fee:  $90     (Includes handouts, parking, 
soup/sandwich lunch)
 
Workshop Fee with Materials:  $200
* With materials means you can choose a Musicplay teacher’s guide 
from one grade OR Musicplay Digital Resources for 1 grade or a 
materials credit of $125 for other resources.  (flashcards, listening, 
etc)
 
 
Name:_________________________________________ Email 
:___________________________________  
School: _______________________________ 
Address:________________________________________
City:_________________________________    Postal 
Code:______________ Grade(s) you teach:______
Telephone:  work:_________________    home or 
Cell:_________________     Fax: 
_____________________________   
 
If paying for materials, request either   
 
1.  _____   Musicplay teacher’s guide/CDs for this Grade level: 
(circle one)   K  1   2   3   4   5   6  OR
 
2.  _____ Digital Resources for this Grade level: (circle 
one)   K  1   2   3   4   5   6 OR
   
3.  _____ choose materials at the workshop
 
Fax   registration  to 1-888-562-4647 or email:  tvinfo@telus.net
 
Mail to:   Themes & Variations, Box 25109 Deer Park PO, Red Deer, 
AB  T4R 2M2    
 
Payable by check, visa or invoice school:   Invoice school: _______  
  PO# ________________
 
Visa or Mastercard  MC or Visa # 
_______________________________________    expiry:_______
  
Cancellation Policy:  Workshop fees will be refunded if notice of 
cancellation is given 7 days before the event.  After that date, no 
refunds will be given although we will offer the participant the 
opportunity to take part in the workshop at a future date.
Denise Gagné has limited dates available for additional workshops - 
email to request a workshop  tvmusic@telusplanet.net
  
Online registration is now available:  www.musicplay.ca
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

is my hope that this 
collection will inspire many 
schools to plan visits to sing 
along with seniors.   We 
would greatly appreciate 
receiving photos or videos of 
your performances!    Denise 
Gagné, publisher 
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