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May 1, 2011  Moms are Special

Moms are Special
From Musicplay for Kindergarten
Easter and Mother's Day are closer together this year than I can 
ever remember.  This lesson is from Musicplay for Kindergarten, but 
you can teach the song to Grade 1-2 as well. 
 

 
2.  My mom cooks me lots of food …  (3x)
     because she loves me so.
(this group wears aprons and stirs pots and pans)
 
3.  My mom tucks me in at night …  (3x)
     because she loves me so.
(this group has blankets that they pull up to their chins)
 
4.  My mom reads me lots of books. …  (3x)
     because she loves me so.
(This group has books that they hold up) 
 
5.  Mom’s are special, Mom’s are nice
     because they loves us so.
 
Teaching Process/Suggested Activities:

Suggested Grades K-3
Target Concepts
Songs can express our feelings
Create new verses
 
Materials
Song, given above
 
Teaching Process/Suggested Activities:
Listen to the song on the CD.  Ask the children how the song makes 
them feel.  Discuss with the children some of things that their moms 
do for them.  Ask them how they feel if their Mom tucks them in at 
night.  Tell them that sometimes songs are a good way to tell 
someone how you feel.
 
Teach the song by rote.  Invite the children to create movements that 
reflect the words of the song.
 
If you are using this song in performance you could divide the class 
into three groups and have each group sing one verse alone.  The 
first and last verse would be sung by the entire class.  Verse two, 
three and four would be sung by groups with costumes and props as 
suggested above. 
 
Invite the children to create new verses for the song that tell about 
some of the special things that their mom does for them.
 
 Curriculum Connections Extensions

Themes &Variations

Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax 1-888-562-
4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net
 
www.musicplay.ca

Workshops 2011

ECMMA Edmonton
(Early Childhood Music 
and Movement Ass.)
June 24-25
Location:  Concordia 
University College
7128 Ada Blvd
Email 
kirtonsusan@gmail.com for 
conference info
 
 
Las Vegas - June 30-July 
2,  2011
Register now for a great 
destination workshop with 
Denise Gagne, Marian 
Rose, Deb Zilkoski, Dan 
Fee, Kerry Heisler, Thom 
Borden AND Artie Almeida!
 
Over 60 teachers from 
Canada and the United 
States have already 
registered.  This will be an 
incredible, idea packed 
event!!!
 
Register now at 
www.musicplaytext.com
 
Long & McQuade 
Reading Clinic - August 
16, 2011
Vancouver, BC
Location and times TBA
 
 
Ontario Musicplay 
Institute:
August 22-26, 2011
Redeemer College, 
Hamilton
Monday - Kindergarten and 
Grade 1 curriculum
Tuesday - Grade 2
Wednesday - Grade 3
Thursday - Grade 4
Friday - Grade 5 and 6
 
Register now at 
www.musicplaytext.com
 
 
Buffalo Trails School 
Division PD Day
August 29, 2011
 
 
Halifax, Nova Scotia
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Big Books of songs are a wonderful tool to engage children in learning 
the lyrics and for helping them to understand the meaning of the text.  
However, Big Books can be expensive, and they aren’t always 
available for the songs that you’d like to teach.  Creating your own Big 
Book with student illustrations is a wonderful alternative that 
integrates art, music, and language arts.    To make your own Big 
Book, choose a song with lyrics that can be illustrated.  Type one or 
two lines of lyrics onto each page.  (Please remember that you can do 
this only with traditional songs - the lyrics of composed songs are 
covered by copyright laws, so you must get the author’s permission 
before doing this!)
 

Give each child one page to illustrate.  If you have more children than 
pages, make more than one book.  If you have more pages than 
children, give some of the children who finish their work quickly, more 
than one page to illustrate.  If you would like, you could have students 
illustrate the entire book and give it to Mom for Mother’s Day.
 

Sometimes children can create their own lyrics for a song.  In the Big 
Book for “Moms are Special” I’ve added one page in which children 
can create their own lyrics for the song.  It is at the end of the book, 
but you can insert it wherever you feel it fits.
 

Bind the books.  An easy way to bind class books is to use a comb 
binding machine.  If you don’t have a comb binder in your school, 
punch holes along the sides and insert the pages into a duotang.  
Print the cover page and tape or glue the cover page to the front of 
the duotang.
 

If you would like to have your Big Books larger than 8.5x11, take the 
pages to a  photocopier and enlarge them to 11x17 paper.  11x17 
paper fits very nicely on a music stand, especially if you set up your 
pages using the “Landscape” format.  
 

If students make a Big Book of a song that they know well, they will be 
able to “read” the song, even if they aren’t actually reading, just by 
decoding the pictures.  Copy and send the class books home with 
your students for home reading practice.
 

If you are going to perform a song, enhance your 
performance by scanning student illustrations, inserting 
them into a powerpoint and projecting the illustrations as 
the students sing.  This would work very nicely with this 
book and a Mother’s day
 
For a copy of the Moms are Special Big Book Template, email 
denisegagne1@gmail.com OR visit www.musicplaytext and we'll post 
this Big Book on the Musicplay for Kindergarten page:  
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?
productid=731
 

For information on the Musicplay K-6 curriculum 
www.musicplaytext.com

 
 

 New Books from Themes & 
Variations
 
 
Listening Fun with Scarves and Tennis Balls by Dan Fee
Listening Fun provides active listening activities for Grade 1-6 students using 
scarves, tennis balls and movement. The collection includes three disks:
Disk 1.  Audio CD of all of the musical selections used
Disk 2.  The Digital Resources disk includes QuickTime movies of all routines (both 
practice and performance) led by Dan Fee.   There are also QuickTime movies about 
each composer featured in the collection:  J.S. Bach, J.C. Bach, Edvard Grieg, 
Modest Mussorgsky, George Frideric Handel, and Felix Mendelssohn.
Composer biographies, lesson information, and routines are included on this disk in 
PowerPoint and Smartboard formats.  The Digital Resources Disk is very useful for 
teachers with a computer/projector or Smartboard.
Disk 3.  This is a DVD of all the practice and performance routines to be shown by 
teachers with a TV/DVD who may or may not have a computer/projector available.
The teacher’s guide includes lesson plans with objectives, assessment strategies and 
alignment to national standards, composer biographies, detailed movement 
instructions, guides-at-a-glance and student reproducibles.  This is a wonderful active 
listening collection with activities that are very engaging for students.                
                        #LF   $45
 
Alphabet Action Songs Digital Resources
- now includes a bonus disk with QuickTime Kids Demo Movies!
(If you didn't get this disk with original purchase, send a photo of your 
disk, and we'll send you the movies for free)
 
 

Coming Soon! 

Sept. 24th, 2011
9-3   Location TBA
Mark your calendars!
This is sponsored by the 
Kodaly Chapter, but will 
include both Kodaly and 
Orff teaching strategies.
(Denise completed Orff 
Level 3 and Advanced Orff 
Curriculum in 2009 so is 
integrating the two 
methodologies more and 
more.)
 
Early Childhood 
Educators Conference, 
Saskatoon
October 22, 2011
 
Alberta Fine Arts 
Conference
October 28-30, 2011
Calgary, Alberta
 
Ontario Music Educators 
Conference
Nov. 3-5, 2011
Deerhurst, Ontario
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Topics

I've had several request for 
newsletters on the 
following topics.
 
- Behavior Problems
- Sub Plans
- Puppets
- Remembrance Day / 
Veterans Day
- Fundraising Ideas
- Fundraising Christmas CD 
project
 
If you have any questions 
about anything in Musicplay 
or anything to do with 
teaching K-6 elementary 
music, I'd be happy to 
write an answer for you, 
and if it applies to others, 
to include in a newsletter.

New Books!
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We've got three new collections at the 
printers:
Know Your Terms and Symbols - reproducible worksheets/games + 
PowerPoint Disk
Orff Source Vol. 2 - 63 arrangements of folksongs, games and 
composed songs
Dynamics Assessment Cards / CD - Assessment activities to test 
how well children perceive dynamic levels when they are listening
 
 
FREE surprise gift (book/CD) with every 
order.
 
If you’ve been looking at materials at www.musicplaytext.com, now is 
a great time to order.  You’ll receive a free book/CD with every order 
online or by phone or fax.
 
We’ve chosen one gift for K-3 teachers and a different gift for Grade 
4-6 teachers.
 
 
Viva La Musica Vegas has more than 60 
teachers registered!
 This is going to be an amazing 3 day event!  We’re going to extend 
the early bird registration as long as we can - until May 15th for sure!  
Denise is going to Vegas later today to finalize arrangements with the 
hotel.  I will be making up lists of low cost meal options near the 
venue, and will also compile a list of shows that are playing in Vegas.  
These will be sent to teacher’s who’ve registered for the conference 
as well as the newsletter list.  There are some amazing shows in 
Vegas.  If you’re coming for the conference, stay a day or 2 extra to 
take in some of them!
Teachers have registered for this conference from 25 states and 
provinces!!!  Wow!
AB, AZ, BC, CA, FL, IL, KS, KY, LV, MA, MB, MN, MT, NE, NM, NV, 
NY, ON, PA, SD, SK, TX, UT, WA, WI
 

Musicplay Digital Resources
The Musicplay Digital Resources for Grades 1-6 are now 
complete!  These include the materials in 3 formats.  
1. PowerPoints - can be used by teachers with computer/projectors 
or Smartboards or any Interactive Whiteboard
2. QuickTime Movies - can be used on computer/projectors or 
Smartboards (or any IWB)
3. Smart Notebook Files - useful only to teachers with Smartboards 
or other IWB that uses the notebook program
 
To view samples visit:
 
Whoopee Cushion - Musicplay 3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMgDRO4Mz9Q
 
I Like Singin' - Musicplay 3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4N10W4MVIY
 
01 Dooby Doo lyrics - Musicplay 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8i8LlIdipJ8
 
Dooby Doo Kids Demo - Musicplay 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijXnicwJKLA
 
 
Your power points are amazing.  I have taught for 21 years and they are the best 
teaching tool I have ever seen or used.  Congratulations!  I think there must be some 
educational award out there that you should be receiving after creating these.  My 
students love them and so do I.  G.J, BC
 
Thank you so much!!  These are WONDERFUL!!
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