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April 18, 2011  Easter Games

Find the Basket
From Musicplay 3
With Easter weekend coming up soon, I’d like to focus on a 
dynamics lesson from Musicplay 3, that uses the game, “Find the 
Basket.”  There are similar games in Musicplay 1 and 2.  If you 
teach Grade 4, 5, or 6 play the game with them.  They still love to 
play games, and this is a great way to review dynamics. 
 

Game Directions:
Choose one child to hide the Easter basket and another child to look 
for it.  The child who is going to hunt for the Easter basket leaves the 
room while the hider hides it. When the finder returns, the class sings 
the song, singing softly when he/she is far away from the basket, and 
singing louder as he gets closer to the basket.  The basket must be 
hidden in plain sight. The game continues until everyone in the class 
has had a turn to hide the basket or to find it.  The game will go more 
quickly, with less student wiggling, if you choose a new “hider” and 
“finder” each round.  If a child gets to “hide” the basket, he won’t get to 
be a “finder.”   Keep track on your class list of who has had turns to 
hide or find.  If you play the game for 5-10 minutes today, finish the 
game in your next music class, starting with the students who didn’t 
get a turn today.

Teaching Process/Suggested Activities: 
dynamics, drm sl, read rhythms. Song #83 “Find the Basket” is a great 
song to use to review dynamics.  (1)
 
Review the meaning of dynamics terms and symbols with the 
students. Charts of dynamic and tempo terms are given in “The 
Listening Resource Kit Level 3”  to enlarge on a photocopier and 
place on the wall.  These charts provide a quick review any time you 
see these terms.  Have one student come to the front of the room and 
point to the dynamic level that he hears as the game is played.  A 
copy of the dynamics chart follows.  Download a pdf of this chart at 
the Listening 3 page at www.musicplaytext.com
 

Extensions:
Playing and Creating:   This song is a good song to create an 
accompaniment for using tone bars, Orff instruments or 
Boomwhackers.  Use the notes D and A to create an 
accompaniment.     (2, 3, 4) 
 
Music Reading and Writing:  Read the rhythms.  If you are teaching 
solfege, have the students read the melody using the solfa notes drm 
sl.  If not, use this melody to practice showing melodic contour - 
showing how the notes go up and down.   This would be a good song 
to have the students draw the melodic contour.
 
 
 
The melodic contour of the first phrase is as follows:
          O                        O
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Workshops 2011

ECMMA Edmonton
(Early Childhood Music 
and Movement Ass.)
June 24-25
Location:  Concordia 
University College
7128 Ada Blvd
Email 
kirtonsusan@gmail.com for 
conference info
 
 
Las Vegas - June 30-July 
2,  2011
Register now for a great 
destination workshop with 
Denise Gagne, Marian 
Rose, Deb Zilkoski, Dan 
Fee, Kerry Heisler, Thom 
Borden AND Artie Almeida!
 
Over 60 teachers from 
Canada and the United 
States have already 
registered.  This will be an 
incredible, idea packed 
event!!!
 
Register now at 
www.musicplaytext.com
 
Long & McQuade 
Reading Clinic - August 
16, 2011
Vancouver, BC
Location and times TBA
 
 
Ontario Musicplay 
Institute:
August 22-26, 2011
Redeemer College, 
Hamilton
Monday - Kindergarten and 
Grade 1 curriculum
Tuesday - Grade 2
Wednesday - Grade 3
Thursday - Grade 4
Friday - Grade 5 and 6
 
 Register now at 
www.musicplaytext.com 
Buffalo Trails School 
Division PD Day
August 29, 2011
 
Early Childhood 
Educators Conference, 
Saskatoon
October 22, 2011
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Applying their Knowledge:
 
There are two excellent selections in the new collection, Listening 
Fun with Scarves and Tennis Balls to use to study how composers 
use dynamics in a piece:  Lesson #1, “In the Hall of the Mountain 
King” and Lesson #2, “Bydlo,” from Pictures at an Exhibition.  In each 
of these lessons, students discover the dynamic contrasts and 
discuss why and how the composer used a variety of dynamics.
 
 If the students know that forte means loud, that is the knowledge 
level in Bloom’s Taxonomy.
 
When they apply that knowledge in the Easter Basket Game, that is 
the application level.
When they listen to pieces of music, perceive and evaluate what 
dynamics levels the composer is using and why, they are evaluating --
- the highest level in Bloom’s Taxonomy.  The newer version of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy is somewhat different, but the idea is the same.   
Knowing the term is not nearly as important as being able to apply the 
knowledge and then use that knowledge to analyse and evaluate.  
 
For information on the Musicplay K-6 curriculum or Listening Fun 

with Scarves and Tennis Balls:
www.musicplaytext.com

 
 
 
FREE surprise gift (book/CD) with every 
order.
 
If you’ve been looking at materials at www.musicplaytext.com, now is 
a great time to order.  You’ll receive a free book/CD with every order 
online or by phone or fax.
 
We’ve chosen one gift for K-3 teachers and a different gift for Grade 
4-6 teachers.

 
Viva La Musica Vegas has more than 60 
teachers registered!
 
 
 

 
Alberta Fine Arts 
Conference
October 28-30, 2011
Calgary, Alberta
 
Ontario Music Educators 
Conference
Nov. 3-5, 2011
Deerhurst, Ontario
 
 

Newsletter Topics

I've had several request for 
newsletters on the 
following topics.
 
- Behavior Problems
- Sub Plans
- Puppets
- Remembrance Day / 
Veterans Day
- Fundraising Ideas
- Fundraising Christmas CD 
project
 
If you have any questions 
about anything in Musicplay 
or anything to do with 
teaching K-6 elementary 
music, I'd be happy to 
write an answer for you, 
and if it applies to others, 
to include in a newsletter.
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This is going to be an amazing 3 day event!  We’re going to extend 
the early bird registration as long as we can - until May 1st for sure!  
Denise will be going to Vegas May 1st to finalize arrangements with 
the hotel.  I will be making up lists of low cost meal options near the 
venue, and will also compile a list of shows that are playing in Vegas.  
These will be sent to teacher’s who’ve registered for the conference 
as well as the newsletter list.  There are some amazing shows in 
Vegas.  If you’re coming for the conference, stay a day or 2 extra to 
take in some of them!

Musicplay Digital Resources
The Musicplay Digital Resources for Grades 1-6 are now 
complete!  These include the materials in 3 formats.  
1. PowerPoints - can be used by teachers with computer/projectors 
or Smartboards or any Interactive Whiteboard
2. QuickTime Movies - can be used on computer/projectors or 
Smartboards (or any IWB)
3. Smart Notebook Files - useful only to teachers with Smartboards 
or other IWB that uses the notebook program
 
To view samples visit:
 
Whoopee Cushion - Musicplay 3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMgDRO4Mz9Q
 
I Like Singin' - Musicplay 3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4N10W4MVIY
 
01 Dooby Doo lyrics - Musicplay 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8i8LlIdipJ8
 
Dooby Doo Kids Demo - Musicplay 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijXnicwJKLA
 
 
Your power points are amazing.  I have taught for 21 years and they are the best 
teaching tool I have ever seen or used.  Congratulations!  I think there must be some 
educational award out there that you should be receiving after creating these.  My 
students love them and so do I.  G.J, BC
 
Thank you so much!!  These are WONDERFUL!!
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