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Note to Teachers - The newsletter service that we used for the past 8 months
suddenly went out of business.  They deleted our lists (with any unsubscribes)
from their servers.  If you requested to be unsubscribed from the newsletter
in the past 8 months, I apologize for sending this to you.  Just click
unsubscribe at the bottom of this email and you'll be removed by our new
service.  After each newsletter I get many positive comments from teachers
who like the teaching ideas that are included - we hope to be a resource that
teachers love to receive!
 

Pumpkin Fat
From Musicplay for  KindergartenFrom Musicplay for  Kindergarten
Published in  Activate magazinePublished in  Activate magazine

Teaching Process/Suggested Activities:Teaching Process/Suggested Activities:
Teach the song by rote.  If you wish to use notation, you can
use the video that we've posted on YouTube: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pj1OpSpGRL0
 

 
 
Form a circle. Choose one child to go into the middle.
 
Have the children in the circle face away from the child in the
middle. They walk around the circle as they sing. They clap on
“just like that.”  All the children jump around to face the child in
the middle, and make the scariest faces they can. The child in
the middle (or teacher) chooses the scariest face to be the next
one in the middle.   You can speed up the game by having more
than one child in the middle at the same time. 
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Fall Workshops

October 22, 2010
Musicplay

AND
Fun with Composers!

Langley Fundamental
Elementary School,
21789 – 50 Ave. 
Langley, BC  V3A 3T2
Register online:
www.musicplay.ca
 
 
October 31-Nov. 1
2010

Musicplay &
New Ontario Arts

Document
Sunday-Oct 31st  12-4
Elements of Music Gr. 1-3
Monday, Nov. 1st 9:30-3:00
Boomwhackers +
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than one child in the middle at the same time. 
 
Some  kindergarten classes find it difficult to walk in a circle
around the child in the middle. Instead of walking around the
circle,  have them form the circle, and turn away from the child
in the middle and stand in place.  Then, have them raise and
lower their arms to show the high and low sounds as they sing
the song.  At the end of the song, they jump around and make
the scary face.  Raising and lowering arms as they sing will help
to reinforce the concept of higher and lower sounds.
After you’ve played the game many times, show the students
the song using iconic notation, and have them point to the
higher and lower sounds.  If the teacher tracks the “notes”, the
students will be seeing that music is read from left to right, and
they will see how the “notes” go higher and lower.  Create  a
“pointing page” for the students.  Give each student or pair of
students a “pointing page” that shows the higher and lower
sounds, and shows the rhythm using pumpkin icons and have
the children point to the icons as they sing.
 
If you play the game in a second class, you could have them
clap the words of the song as they sing instead of raising and
lowering arms.  This will help to reinforce that rhythm in music is
“the way that the words go.”  When you transfer this to the
“pointing page” they will see visually what the rhythm looks like.
To assess if children know which are the higher and lower
sounds, have them show you the higher and lower sounds with
arm motions, with their eyes closed.
Extensions:Extensions:
1.  Create new verses for the song.  Ask the students for other
spooky things that they could turn into instead of turning into a
jack-o-lantern.  For example:
... turn into a black cat just like that!
... turn into a scary monster just like that!

2.  Pat a steady beat as you sing.  Transfer the patting to 
playing a steady beat on a simple bordun on barred
instruments.  Have the children accompany the singing.
 
Curriculum Connections:Curriculum Connections:
Language Arts:  Have the students read the words of the song
on the “pointing page.” If the students have sung the song
many times as part of the game, they will know the lyrics, and
may be successful in reading the words.  Even if they are not
reading, they will be tracking from left to right and this will be
good preparation for reading.   Give the students the “pointing
page” to take home to read to their parents.
 
Teachers who would like to have the PowerPoint Presentation or
the Smartboard Files to go with this lesson are asked to emailemail
denisegagne1@gmail.com denisegagne1@gmail.com 

Boomwhackers +
Songs and Games from
Diverse Cultures
Indigo Hotel, 
135 Carlingview Drive, 
Toronto Airport   
Register online:
www.musicplay.ca
 
 

Workshops 2011

Las Vegas - June 2011
Still in the planning
stages, but will be a great
destination workshop with
Denise Gagne, Marian
Rose, Deb Zilkoski AND
Artie Almeida!

Newsletter Topics

I've had several request
for newsletters on the
following topics.
 
- Behavior Problems
- Sub Plans
- Puppets
- Remembrance Day /
Veterans Day
- Fundraising Ideas
- Fundraising Christmas
CD project
 
If you have any questions
about anything in
Musicplay or anything to
do with teaching K-6
elementary music, I'd be
happy to write an answer
for you, and if it applies
to others, to include in a
newsletter.
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denisegagne1@gmail.com denisegagne1@gmail.com 
I'll be happy to send them!  (as time permits)
 

For information on the Musicplay K-6 music curriculum visit:
www.musicplay.ca

Musicplay Digital Resources
The Musicplay  Digital  Resources for Grades 1-5The Musicplay  Digital  Resources for Grades 1-5 are now
complete!  These include the materials in 3 formats. 
1. PowerPoints 1. PowerPoints - can be used by teachers with
computer/projectors or Smartboards or any Interactive
Whiteboard
2. QuickTime Movies2. QuickTime Movies - can be used on computer/projectors
or Smartboards (or any IWB)
3. Smart Notebook  Files3. Smart Notebook  Files - useful only to teachers with
Smartboards or other IWB that uses the notebook program
 
To view  samples visit:To  view  samples visit:
 
Whoopee Cushion - Musicplay  3Whoopee Cushion - Musicplay  3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMgDRO4Mz9Q
 
I  Like  Singin'I  Like  Singin' - Musicplay 3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4N10W4MVIY
 
01 Dooby Doo lyrics - Musicplay 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8i8LlIdipJ8
 
Dooby Doo Kids Demo - Musicplay 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijXnicwJKLA
 
Musicplay 6 Digital Resources will be complete early next week! 
Musicplay for Kindergarten Digital Resources will be the grand
finale of the project - if you have requests or suggestions for
the digital resources, please send them to us!  You can order the
PowerPoints (Digital Resources) for all grade levels NOW.  If you
are sent a disk that says "beta", you will be sent an updated
disk at no charge when the grae level is complete. 
 
For information or to order visit: www.musicplay.ca
 
Updates will be mailed next week to teachers using the beta
versions.  Here are some of the comments I've received this
week via email from teachers who've used the beta versions
PowerPoints, Smartboard Files and Movies that are part of the
Digital Resources:  (Keep in mind - the final versions are even
better!)
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Your power points are amazing.  I have taught for 21 years and they are
the best teaching tool I have ever seen or used.  Congratulations!  I think
there must be some educational award out there that you should be
receiving after creating these.  My students love them and so do I.  G.J,
BC
 
Thank you so much!!  These are WONDERFUL!!
 
I

Themes & Variations • #2-4664 Riverside Drive • Red Deer, AB T4N6Y5
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