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Fun Ways to teach Tempo

This newsletter was inspired by a question received in my email:

Hi There, I was just wondering if you had any fun ideas to teach Tempo to grade 3 students.  Thanks a
bunch!

In Musicplay 3, the songs that I use to teach tempo would include:

Missus Tong

Third Base Coaches dance

Turkey Lurkey

Got a Hat Hat

These songs have changing tempos, which gives you a chance to highlight or label various tempo
terms.

There are songs with varying tempos in each grade level of Musicplay. Look in the song and concept
list that is in the introduction to the teacherʼs guide for each grade level. Tempo will be listed as a
concept to teach on the appropriate songs.

Simple singing games - to sing at a variety of tempos. 



Pass a Beanbag 
No Robbers 
Plainsies Clapsies

The tempo words that I want Grade 3 to know are given in a
reproducible chart in the Listening Kit 3. The same terms (and
definitions) are also found in our Word Wall Kit. The tempo terms
that are to be taught in MP3 are also found in the Musicplay 3
PowerPoints. All of the tempo terms are introduced as part of the
song Missus Tong.

If the Chart below doesn't print well for you, email for a pdf copy
or copy the chart that is found in the Listening Resource Kit 3.



A really good way to teach tempo is to take one of the simpler singing games that are in Musicplay 3
(or any simple singing game that you know), and play them at different tempos.  With PreK children I
teach them fast and slow by playing Ring Around the Rosie at different tempos.

12 - Pass a Beanbag from Musicplay 3 would be a great game
to play at a variety of tempos.

This song can be a sight-reading song for third grade. Have them read the rhythms, then sing the
melody using the solfa notes, so-mi-do. They may then be able to sight-sing the song. If your students
are not able to read this yet, teach the song by rote.

Directions: Form a circle. Pass a beanbag as you sing the song. The teacher crashes a pair of cymbals
sometime during the song. (the sooner the better) The child holding the beanbag when cymbals are
crashed is “out”. In my classroom, the child who is “out” is the next one to crash the cymbals, and then
they rejoin the circle.

The first time you play the game singing the song at a moderato tempo - probably the tempo recorded
on the CD. In the next round, ask the children (or the child who went out)  to suggest a new tempo that
 the game will be played at.  You can easily change the tempo when you sing without the CD.  The kids
always like the fast tempos the best, but it's fun to try it at a largo or lento tempo.

In the next newsletter, I'll include ideas for assessing tempo and more ideas for helping children
respond to different tempos.



In the Musicplay PowerPoints, concepts like tempo are
introduced, practiced and reinforced in many different songs. If
you would like to have the PowerPoint for Missus Tong, we'd be
happy to send it to you via email.

Artie Almeida and Denise Gagne Cruise Workshop
July 17-24, 2010 from Miami, Florida 
Join Artie Almeida and Denise Gagne for a K-6 Music Teachers Clinic on the Carnival Liberty out of
Miami. Enjoy a wonderful cruise with excursions to Cozumel, Grand Cayman and Ocho Rios. 
During at sea days and free time, youʼll get music education workshops with Artie Almeida and Denise
Gagné. 18-21 hours of instruction are included for a low $100 program fee (cruise extra). University
Credit from the University of Central Florida is available (extra fee).

How to Book the Artie/Denise Music Clinic 
Phone Group Bookings : 1-800-438-6744 x 70204 
Quote Group Booking #: 36M5D0 (zero) 
For information on the cruise workshop visit Themes & Variations

I have deposits on several cabins that teachers could reserve. Because these were reserved in fall, the
rates are a little better than what Carnival is currently advertising. 

http://go.madmimi.com/redirects/dd5d3584e3a53349a63f47249fa4d152?pa=689323621


rates are a little better than what Carnival is currently advertising. 
Inside: $640 + tax = $861.64 
Balcony: $810 + tax + 1031.63 
To get these rates, you'd have to give Denise the $250 deposit, and then the name on the reservation
would be changed. Email Denise at: denisegagne1@gmail.com if you're interested in booking these
cabins. You can book any cabin on the ship that you'd like - inside, balcony or suite!

A Musical Fundraiser for your School
Themes started making a DVD of the singing games and action songs that are in Musicplay K-6 in
2004. We got a nice start on the games, but have never had time to finish making the DVD. Itʼs much
easier to learn a game by seeing it played than by reading directions. It struck me in my fall travels
across the country that it would make a far more interesting DVD to have children from different
schools participating in the project. Sometimes too, teachers find a new way to play a game that I didnʼt
think of and this would provide a way to share new ideas.

So - weʼre opening up participation in the Musicplay K-6 Singing Games and Action Songs DVD to
schools across the country. Video your students playing singing games or performing action songs from
Musicplay K-6 and submit your DVD. You can perform the singing game or action song with the track
from Musicplay or can perform unaccompanied.

For each singing game that is used in the project your school will receive a $25 credit towards
purchase of music resources. Your school will be recognized as a participant in the video, in the title of
the game and in the final credits. Your school will receive a copy of the Singing Games or Action Songs
DVD that is created from the video footage submitted. Many of the games are short. It may be possible
for you to work with a small group of talented students on several different games and receive
hundreds of dollars in music resources for your school. Use this project as a fundraiser to purchase
Musicplay student books, PowerPoints, recorder books or recorders for your students --- or any of the
other materials that we publish!

Weʼll be offering the same opportunity for schools using our Alphabet Action Songs - videotape your
students singing and doing the actions. If accepted for use on the DVD compilation, youʼll get a $25
credit. To apply to participate visit Themes & Variations

Questions?
Themes & Variations 
or email Denise at tvmusic@telusplanet.net
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mailto:denisegagne1@gmail.com
http://go.madmimi.com/redirects/f66cd25a60a9fc97b7098c09d100e0c4?pa=689323621
http://go.madmimi.com/redirects/f66cd25a60a9fc97b7098c09d100e0c4?pa=689323621
mailto:tvmusic@telusplanet.net


Information on All Themes & Variations products can be found at Themes & Variations

Contribute a newsletter!

I've had some suggestions for inclusion in a newsletter and will definitely use the suggestions. 
I'd love to have teacher-written newsletters. 
Send your ideas to tvmusic@telusplanet.net

Tempo ideas to be continued. 
Coming soon - Dance ideas from Marian Rose 
Ribbon Routines to use with music in the Listening Resource Kits.

It was wonderful to meet with the music teachers in Missouri last week! I´m looking forward to Alberta´s
teacher´s conventions in February and March.
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