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Every teacher that I�ve ever worked with spends many hours looking for 
teaching materials and performance repertoire for assemblies, concerts, or
for use in their classroom. Here is an easy solution! This is a collection of
unison and part songs with piano accompaniment, songs with Orff 
accompaniment, rounds, game songs,  readings, poems and reader�s theater 
for special days and holidays throughout the school year.  

A multitude of ideas for assemblies, performances or classroom use!
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Sing and Play on Special Days
Organizers:
1 Welcome echo song
2. Goodbye echo song
3. Posture Chant chant
4. Line up Chant chant
5. Line up Chant 2 chant
6. Dismissal Game game song

Fall:
7. I�m Glad I�m Back at School unison/piano 
8. Falling Leaves round/Orff
9. Fall by Judith Lawrence poem

Thanksgiving:
10. Thanks a Lot for Hands that Clap action song
11. Five Fat Turkeys Are We game
12. I�m the Fastest Turkey game
13. Thanksgiving poem 
14. We Are Thankful round / Orff
15. I�m Thankful unison/piano  
Halloween:
16. Bats   (special effects - balloons) song/Orff
17. Magic Spell action song 
18. Witch�s Stew Rondo chant
19. The Witch�s Cat is Sleeping game song
20. Witch Witch Fell in a Ditch game song
21. Pass the Witch�s Broom game / Orff
22. When Witches Walk poem
23. What�s That?    unison/piano 
Remembrance Day or Veteran�s Day:
24. Sing for Peace 2 part / piano
25. Peace Canon round/Orff
26. Last Post
27. Peace Begins on the Playground  reader�s theater
28.  In Flanders Fields poem
29. The Story of the Poppy reading
30. An Honoured Son poem
31. The Story of Sadako  reader�s theater
Christmas:
32. Christmas Round & Dance round/game
33. Let�s Go and Look for Santa game
34. C is for Candle choral speech
35. Ho Ho Ho, Look at Santa Go game song
36. Jingle Bells unison song
37. Jingle Bells Dance dance/game
38. Jingle Bells Game game
39. Hot Cockles game
40. Christmas Stocking Game game

Hanukkah:
41. O Hanukkah song/piano
42. My Candles song/ Orff
43.  No Latkes Left For Me poem

New Years:
44. In the Land of Oz 1998 game song/Orff

Groundhog Day:
45. Groundhog Day choral speech

Chinese New Years:
46. Rainbow Colour song/Orff

Valentines:
47. Valentine, Valentine clapping game
48. Will You Be My Valentine? game
49. I Like You round/Orff

St. Patrick�s Day
50. St Patrick�s Day Jig game song

Easter:
51. Little Rabbit Foo Foo action song
52. Hurry Easter Bunny game
53. Easter Time by Susan Stolz poem 
54. Easter Bunny Boogie song/piano
55. Find the Easter Basket game
56. Bunny Pokey game
57. Hide the Easter Eggs game 
Earth Day:  April 22
58. Show We Care 2 part/piano
Mother�s Day:
59. That�s My Mom unison/piano
60. Mom - You�re the Best! unison/piano
61. My Super Mom poem
Father�s Day:
62. My Dad by Susan Stolz poem
Volunteers:
63 Thank You unison/piano
64. Volunteers poem
Teacher�s Retirement:
65. Teacher unison/piano
Graduation:
66. Without Dreams unison/piano
School Song - generic
67. School Song  unison/piano

The original purchaser of this book has permission to photocopy the music and/or 
lyric pages for use in his/her own classroom.  Any other use is strictly prohibited.
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1. Welcome Song
CD #1

2.  Goodbye Song
CD #2

Note to the teacher:  A welcome and a goodbye song gives some structure to your music classes.  
These two songs are written in echo format which gives you an opportunity to model good singing 
for your students.
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First Time:  solo
Second Time:  class echoes Traditional, adapted by D. Gagne
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12. I�m the Fastest Turkey
CD #11

13. Thanksgiving
At Thanksgiving time I�m in a great mood, Because I think of all that food

There is turkey and stuffing with rich brown gravy, 
And Mom will make a pumpkin pie, maybe.

I give thanks this time of year, For all the things which I hold dear.
My home, my friends and family. These things mean so much to me.

I�ll visit with some special friends, And don�t forget, it�s a long weekend,
An extra day to run and play. I really do love Thanksgiving Day.

by Susan Stolz

Directions:  Have the children make a circle.  Choose one child to be the turkey.  The turkey struts 
around the outside of the circle while all the children sing the song.  At the end of the song, the turkey 
tags a child who chases and tries to tag the turkey before the turkey reaches the inside of the circle.  
Both the �turkey� and the �chaser� sit in the middle of the circle until all the children have had a 
turn.

Optional:  Sing the song as a call-response with the �turkey� singing solos.
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15. I�m Thankful
CD #13
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16. Bats
CD #14

To the teacher:
The bat sounds can be made by blowing up balloons, and squeaking the air out slowly.  Substitute this 
sound for the eee eee eee at the end of verse one and two.  At the end of verse three, let the balloons go.  
If there is enough air left in them, they will fly away! This can be done with the least amount of chaos 
by giving only 4 or 5 children balloons each time you sing the song.
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23. What�s That?
CD #20
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Left hand Starburst                                                                                     Right hand starburst

Starburst with both hands                                                                                                                                    Group 1:  clasp hands slowly up

Group 2:  clasp hands slowly up                                                             Group 4:  clasp hands slowly up

Group 3:  clasp hands slowly up
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24.  Sing For Peace
CD #21
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26.  Last Post
CD #23

The �Last Post� signifies the end of the day in military camp; in Remembrance Day ceremonies it 
symbolizes death.  The �Last Post� is followed by two minutes of silence.  
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27. Peace Begins on the Playground
Speaker 1:  Sometimes we think that war is something that happens a long way from our 
school, and that peace is something that happens far away.  But war is a conflict between 
countries that started when people in two countries couldn�t resolve their differences. 

Speaker 2:   A conflict on the playground happens when children can�t get along.    When 
everyone knows how to resolve conflicts without fighting, there will be no more playground 
fights and no more wars.   Peace begins on the playground.

Vignette 1:
Two children wearing jackets walk across the stage.  One holds a package of dunkaroos.
Child 1:  These dunkaroos are so good.  Chocolate is definitely my favorite!
Child 2:  Can I have one?
Child 1:  No way.  This is the first time all year my mom�s given me dunkaroos in my lunch.
Child 2:  But I gave you some dunkaroos last week and the week before and the week 
before that!
Child 1:  So what?  I�m going to eat these all myself.............
Children freeze

Speaker 1:  Let�s try that again, and see if we can find a way to resolve this conflict.

Children reverse directions and walk across the stage.
Child 1:  These dunkaroos are so good.  Chocolate is definitely my favorite!
Child 2:  Can I have one?
Child 1:  But this is the first time all year my mom�s given me dunkaroos in my lunch.
Child 2:  But I gave you some dunkaroos last week and the week before and the week 
before!
Child 1:  You�re right....here, have one!

Speaker 3: Conflicts start when kids call each other names,  argue,  bully,  throw things, 
push, take someone else�s things, tease each other, disagree with others or blame the other 
kid.   

Speaker 4:  Here�s a super simple solution to most conflicts.  One - Agree to find a solution.   
Two - Let each side explain what happened, and listen to each side.  Three - Solve the 
problem.

Speaker 3:  It sounds too easy!

Speaker 4:  It is easy - but it means that you won�t always get your own way.

Speaker 3:  So I can bring peace to the playground by being nice and solving conflicts 
without fighting????

Speaker 4:  That�s it - peace begins on the playground.
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42.  My Candles
CD #29

To the teacher:   This song is supposed to be sung eight times, one 
for each candle that is lit.  On each repetition one more candle is lit.

In a performance, it would be very effective to give eight children 
flashlight candles, and have them �light� their candles one at a time.
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47. Valentine Valentine
CD #32

48.  Will You Be My Valentine?
CD #33

Form a circle with partners facing each other.
Measure 1:  Clap own hands, clap partner�s right hand, clap own, clap partner�s left hand
Measure 2:  Same
Measure 3:  Same
Measure 4:  Join both hands, change places, turn and face a new friend.
Continue the game until you return to your first partner.

Variation for older students:  
Before singing the song with their  partner, child 1 improvises a 4 beat or 8 beat body percussion 
rhythm pattern, and child 2 echoes.  Sing the song and do the improvisation with a new partner.  To 
designate a leader, have the leaders wear red hearts, phys-ed vests, or a piece of masking tape.

Directions for the game:  Children are in scattered formation throughout the classroom.  Sing the song 
moving freely to the music.  At the end of the song, each child must quickly find a partner and sit down 
on the floor.  The last 2 children standing are eliminated.  Continue until you declare a winner or 
winners.
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57. Hide the Easter Eggs
CD #41

To the teacher:   Make five large construction paper eggs or use five egg shakers or colored balloons.  
Choose five students to hide these �eggs� while the others close their eyes and sing the song.  When 
the song is over, hunt for the eggs.  The finders become the new �Easter Bunnies� and hide the eggs.
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60. Mom You�re the Best!
CD #44
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         clap,   then extend hands out         Begin snapping left, right on each beat

Build a tower:  left hand, right hand above, left, right

Extend hands palms up                                                            divisi                               Snaps & Sways left and right
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63.  Thank You!
CD #45
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65. Teacher
CD #46
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67. School Song
CD #48
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