
 

& œ œ
œ
œ œ
œ

s

&
œ œ œ œ

Œ

m

& œ œ
œ
œ

d

& œ œ
œ
œ œ
œ

s

&
œ œ œ œ

Œ

m

& œ œ
œ
œ

d

& œ œ
œ
œ œ
œ

s

&
œ œ œ œ

Œ

m

& œ œ
œ
œ

d

Help your students become better sight singers!

By Denise Gagne

 Themes & Variations

16 of each: sm, lsm, smd, mrd, lsmrd,
in C, F and G AND a Blank Template

Color Coded
Ready to cut and use

80 Melody 
Flashcards

Sam
ple



How to Use Melody Flashcards 
     Melody Flashcards help elementary students in Grades 1-5 become better sight singers and note readers.  Most 
of the melodies are derived from songs that are commonly in use in elementary music programs.   The melodies 
are given in 3 keys - C, F and G for a total of 80 flashcards.  The cards have been colour coded to help the teacher 
find a level more quickly.   There are 2 flashcards printed on each piece of card stock.  Simply cut them in half on a 
paper cutter and use!  If you have a laminator, they could be laminated, but they will be durable even without 
lamination.  To help you notate melodies that aren’t included in this set, a blank template is included.  Photocopy 
the template onto card stock and use a felt pen to write the notes. 

Some Ways to Use the Flashcards are suggested here.  There are many possibilities!

1. Melody reading practise

2. Choral warmups

3. Rhythm reading practise

4. Disappearing Flashcards:  (To help your students become better sight readers)  Show the flashcard for a
second or two, then put it face down until they have sung it.  Flash the next card on beat one of the next bar, then
put it face down until they have completed it.  Choose all cards in the same key for this exercise.

5. Which flashcard did I sing?  Choose 4 flashcards in the same key and put them on a chalkboard ledge.  Sing
one of them.  Ask them to identify, which flashcard was sung.

6. The Price is Right!    Choose 4 flashcards in the same key and put them on a chalkboard ledge, or on music
stands, in the wrong order.  Sing or play them in the correct order and invite kids to “Come on Down” and put
them in the correct order. If they get them right ring a bell.

7. Use the flashcards as the patterns you give to children in dictation.  Sing the pattern to them.  They notate the
pattern on fuzzy boards.  You hold up the flashcard for them to check their answer.

8. Melody Canons:  Choose 4 cards in the same key (you can choose from several different levels) and use the 4
measures as a canon.

9. Use the flashcards  for sight reading practise on recorder or other melody instruments.  The cards in the key
of G are in the same key and range that most recorder programs use (except for the high E - la).  The s-m cards in
the key of C are excellent for practising G to E on the recorder.

10. Melodies with an Ostinato:  Choose 4 cards in the same key (you can choose from several different levels).
Choose one of the cards  to be an ostinato.  Divide your class or choir into 2 groups.  Have one group sing the
ostinato, while the second group sings all 4 cards.

11. Choose 2-4 flashcards in the same key.  Clip the flashcards to a magnetic clip and place them on a metal
chalkboard.  Have the students sing them.  When they know them all, turn one card over, so that they do it from
memory.  Continue until all the cards are turned over.  Then have your students notate them on a piece of
manuscript paper, or on a felt staff.  I call this activity, flashcard turnover.

12. Name that tune!  Choose 4-5 songs from the flashcard list that your students know well and write the titles
on the board.  Show the flashcards in random order and have your students match the flashcard to the title.
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