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Continuously detecting and analyzing upcoming social, consumer  
and design directions, the trend team ensures that Swarovski stays ahead  

of the curve by uncovering future influences and potentials  
for the accessories market.
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BE REAL

NATURAL NOSTALGIA  
In the search for the truly authentic we find answers in looking  
back at simpler times and basic needs. The desire to combat  

stress and sensory overload is translated into slowing down and  
focusing on life‘s essentials.
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RETRO RUFFLES — The focus on femininity functions as a 
counter-trend to gender neutral directions. Add crystal Transfers 
on tie-up ribbons and laces, edging on ruffles or small crystal 
beads on hems.

 
HAT & SCARF COMBO — This style’s practical and minimalis-
tic aesthetic offers various combination possibilities. Embellish 
scarves, hat band or brim with crystal applications.

WORKWEAR BOOTS — Strong-soled hardware boots, worn 
leathers, sustainable materials and waterproofing create long- 
lasting, no-waste designs. Add dark or metallic BeCharmed 
Beads on laces for an eye-catching contrast.

LONG-LENGTH FRINGE — Crystal fringing and/or crystal 
beads and pearls attached to ends push country classics –  
inspired by Western and Cowboy rodeo – into the city streets.

LONG NATURAL BOOT — Thigh-high boots and 70‘s slouch 
formats underscore the continuing need for protection. Decorate 
sturdy boots with crystal surfaces or create detachable straps.

OVERSIZED HATS — Natural raffias and straw highlight the 
sustainability issue. Adorn extreme brims with crystals, decorate 
tie-ribbons or embellish the top form for a stylish statement.

SOFT GEOMETRICS — Rounded, irregular shapes in formerly 
rigid designs emphasize the continued need for flexibility.  
Integrate crystal surface embellishments for a modernized feel.

BLOCK HEEL — The „Nana“ square toe and block heel combine 
a retro vibe with practicality by offering comfort and feeding into 
the avant-garde trend with architectural designs.

50‘S HEADSCARVES — Worn in a retro style, the neckerchief 
or under-tie evolves from the commercial success of the choker. 
Combine with crystal brooches or embellish with crystal  
Transfer designs.

TOPAZ
203

CRYSTAL VELVET BROWN PEARL
001 951

CRYSTAL DARK RED 
001 L108S

ROSE PEACH
262

JET
280

CRYSTAL IVORY CREAM
001 L106S

BE REAL

TREND FEATURES

The focus on natural materials fosters a reconnection with our senses 
and a liaison with nature. Items are versatile, trans-seasonal and 
durable to stand the test of time. Warm and earthy color tones  
further emphasize this trend’s upgrade of the simplistic and essential.
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BE FORWARD

FUTURISTIC FOCUS  
As technology continues to transform many aspects of our lives,  

the pace of change is reflected in sci-fi-inspired designs, sustainability 
initiatives and retro inspiration. The increased fear of a robotic future 
sees these elements incorporated into designs to minimize the impact  

of the on-going humanization of automation.
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PLASTIC PLANET — The need for transparency in life becomes 
apparent in see-through accessories. Use crystal embroidery  
on recycled synthetics.

RETRO SPORTS SOCKS — Athletic color blocking and contrast 
stripes create a preppy edge. Stripes stand out with crystal 
embellishment.

HAPPY FEET — Footwear sees a blend of fun and function with 
80’s-inspired, new synthetics and Velcro strapping for flexibility 
and ease. Use crystals to create 3D haptic sensation.

CHUNKY SOLE — The trend allows us to maintain the comfort 
of flat shoes whilst making a strong fashion statement. Crystal 
surface embellishments accentuate the sole rims.

SHOUT OUT LOUD — New consumer activism sees a rise  
in slogans and phrases in designs. Use crystal, Crystal Fabric, 
Crystal Rocks or Transfers to create customized slogans.

THE HANDS HAVE IT! — Functionality and playfulness meet 
in robotic, extra-terrestrial inspired designs. Add Transfers or 
random crystal forms to highlight new hand coverings.

GO EASY — The 90’s waist bag re-emerges, evolving into  
sporty bag and clip belt styles with a futuristic edge.  
Accessorize handles and straps with crystal Transfer designs  
or add crystal charms to clips.

SCIFI SCENARIO — A fascination with robotics and automation 
has led to designers embracing narrow and elongated sunglass 
shapes. Add crystal frame or arm embellishment.

STOCKING BOOT — Boots that fit like a second skin highlight 
the human-robotic merge. Crystal should remain minimal and 
have a functional edge for these sleek forms.

BE FORWARD 

TREND FEATURES

Bright colors not only reference a sports aspect, but also function 
to uplift our mood as we increasingly feel the downsides of being 
connected and always available. Intense pops of color – from  
scarlet to majestic blue – serve to boost and brighten the spirit.
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KHAKI 
550

CRYSTAL BUTTERCUP
L124S

SCARLET
276

CRYSTAL LILAC
L126S

CRYSTAL ROYAL GREEN 
L109S

MAJESTIC BLUE 
296



ORGANIC ORIENTATION  
The continual and emerging focus on our world in crisis – climate, 

population explosion and lack of resources – creates a strong  
demand for designs that reference nature and drive attention to the 

importance of the topics. A backlash against the increasing invasion
of technology is at the core of the trend.

BE KIND
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FLOWER CROWNS — The increasing demand for authenticity 
and heritage sees flower crowns take their inspiration from  
nature and cultures around the globe. Add crystals as magic dust.

FLORAL APPLIQUÉS — As symbols of renewal and in the form of 
3D florals, flowers satisfy our need for tactility and reconnection. 
Use crystals in the middle of the flowers or to form petals.

TAKE A BOW — Playfulness and childhood appeal is encom-
passed in the nostalgic shape of bows. All-over crystals and 
pearls create an elegant bow form.

CHECK MATE — Tartan and checks are reinvented in a punk 
aesthetic symbolizing a desire to break the rules. Use Crystal 
Fabric to create checks, or create an entire check design with 
crystal Transfers.

URBAN EXOTICS — Faux printed snakeskin in psychedelic  
colors creates the phygital – the merge between the physical 
and the digital – in line with our reality. Continue the colored 
skin patterns with brilliant crystals or crystal trims.

BAKER BOY HAT — The baker boy hat alludes to keeping it  
real in a retro style. Adorn its strap with crystals, or use state-
ment crystal brooches, crystal buttons, pearls or crystal rivets  
to anchor the strap clip.

BEAD WORK — The beadwork technique creates unusually 
tactile surfaces, helping us to reconnect with our senses.  
Crystal Pearls or beads can be used to accent the design.

ALL AT SEA! — Sturdy natural rope is used to create hard- 
wearing accessories. Add large crystal pendants in organic  
cuts or Crystal Rivets on leather straps.

NATURAL TOUCH — Unique imperfection is celebrated with 
opaque colors referencing nature’s finest. Use opal crystals or 
LacquerPRO in larger cuts.

LIQUID SMOKED TOPAZ
221

BLACK DIAMOND
215

INDICOLITE
379

LIGHT TOPAZ
226

CRYSTAL POWDER PEARL
001 352

AMETHYST
204

BE KIND

TREND FEATURES

This counter-trend to globalization is peacefully protesting the erosion 
of the natural. By clothing ourselves in materials and designs we 
show affinity and belief in a sustainable future. Warm and deep 
colors contribute ease and comfort to the emerging designs.
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BE YOU

ECCENTRIC EMPHASIS  
The social focus on individualization sees consumers looking for  

one-of-a-kind eccentric and amazing accessories. A reaction to the 
Normcore trend of the past seasons, a strong return to extreme  

opulence in the Glamcore direction can be observed.
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CORSET LACING — Our current feeling of restriction is repre-
sented by corset lacing on belts, bags, and even shoes. Add 
crystal pearls to ends of laces, or decorate the main surface 
with crystal patterns.

EMBELLISHED (MINI) BAGS — Tiny jeweled bags represent 
absolute preciousness. All-over crystal embellishment or crystal 
strands as drawstring demonstrate a more minimal approach.

EMBELLISHED SHOES — Footwear made of brocades and 
sumptuous materials implies a royal vibe. Classic crystal cuts  
are applied in a rainbow of color to create a sense of height-
ened luxury.

CRYSTAL BELTS — This trend blurs fashion, accessories and jew-
elry boundaries with a focus on the waist. Use lengths of crystal 
mesh, or create beautiful crystal or crystal pearl clip fasteners.

PRETTY PEARLS — Re-imagined for younger consumers, pearls 
appear on shoes and oversized sunglasses. For a modern  
update, use the beautiful Velvet Brown pearl in all sizes.

VELVET DREAMS — Velvets and opulent fabrics buy in to the 
new Maximalism trend, the need to re-engage the senses and  
a haptic appeal. 3D crystal embellishments add tactility.

ECCENTRIC SUNNIES — Sunglasses transform from a practical 
element into a fashion statement. Crystals highlight quirky forms, 
lenses as well as arms.

BROOCH EMBELLISHMENT — The versatile combination  
possibilities for brooches allow crystal embellishments to  
elevate natural or matte based materials.

CRYSTAL CLAD BOOTS — “Austerity Fatigue” gives way to 
“Glamcore” with the entirely embellished crystal boot. Contrast 
metallic leathers with the shine of crystals for a stunning effect.

CRYSTAL PEONY PINK
001 L113S

EMERALD
205

CRYSTAL ROSE GOLD
001 ROGL

CRYSTAL METALLIC BLUE
001 METBL

PADPARADSCHA
542

CRYSTAL IRIDESCENT  
DOVE GREY PEARL
001 954

BE YOU

TREND FEATURES

Self-expression and the re-integration of the theatrical into fashion 
are located at the heart of this trend and celebrated alonside the 
lightness and joy of life. Bold colors contribute to the fascinating 
fierceness of the resulting designs.
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GROWTH OPPORTUNITY 

INTERNET RETAILING
INTERNET RETAILING SET TO GROW — Internet retailing is  

expected to post the highest growth rate in the emerging markets. 
The online market is moving strongly to mobile, with consumers 

expecting convenient mobile transaction solutions. Footwear is the 
fastest growing luxury category online.

HIGH CONSUMER EXPECTATIONS — As consumers expect ex-
treme functionality we see companies pushing the limits of time, e.g. 
the partnership between Farfetch and Gucci offers delivery in select-

ed cities from the store to a customer’s home in 90 minutes or less.

ONLINE INFLUENCING POWER — Purchasing decisions are 
strongly influenced by social media, peer reviews and Influencer  

marketing. This is also reflected in the sheer size of the most  
important online platforms.

GROWTH OPPORTUNITY  

PERSONALIZATION
PERSONALIZATION IS GAINING MOMENTUM — Personalization 

is set to be a major business driver within the next years. It will be 
delivered in many forms – from more-customized products, curated 
recommendations to communication and storytelling that connects  

to individuals.

USING TECHNOLOGY TO PERSONALIZE — 2018 is predicted to 
see more fashion brands successfully use data to provide personal-

ized curation, as consumers also become more open to sharing data 
in exchange for tailored products. 

CURATION TO HELP DECISION-MAKING — Overwhelmed 
consumers are confronted with an increasing number of choices and 

amount of information. Curation of products is key to making shop-
ping an easy, personal and seamless experience.

GROWTH OPPORTUNITY  

ETHICAL BUSINESS
DRIVING FACTORS — Consumer demand and awareness for  
sustainability is fueling the industry’s shift towards more sustainable 
and transparent business practices with 42 out of 100 fashion 
brands in 2017 disclosing supplier information.

TACKLING WASTE — Recycling and waste reduction are at the  
forefront of the sustainability mission, as ocean plastic and fast 
fashion‘s impact on the environment is strongly reported. Companies 
react by taking back products and recycling items.

TECH INNOVATION — As the Fourth Industrial Revolution is on  
its way, some promising approaches come from sustainable  
tech innovation. 

GROWTH OPPORTUNITY  

MILLENNIALS + GEN Z
AFFORDABLE LUXURY — Affordable luxury has sparked interest 
beyond handbags following the success of Michael Kors and  
Kate Spade. 

VALUE ORIENTATION — Branding has become political as  
young consumers opt for brands that are in line with their values.  
This means a brand has to take a stand and action, in order to  
be really authentic.

EXPERIENCE OVER THINGS — As the young generation moves  
from “stuff” to experiences, accessory players can cash in on the 
trend. Experiences such as travel and tourism are boosting the  
performance of bags and luggage, for example.

The size of the global apparel accessories market in 2016 was 68 billion USD, reflecting  
an overall stable market. The global luxury eyewear market was worth 18,783.8 million USD  

in 2016. The global footwear market was worth 347 billion USD in 2016 – a slightly shrinking 
global market since 2014, yet holding 17 % of the global internet retailing market share.  

In 2018 non-Western markets are predicted to account for a greater share of global apparel  
and footwear sales than Europe and North America. Spending power is shifting to Asia, the  

Middle East, Latin America and Africa. “Geopolitical turmoil, economic uncertainty and unpredict-
ability are the new normal” (The State of Fashion 2018, by McKinsey, November 2017)  

thus making it more difficult for businesses to plan ahead.

GLOBAL ACCESSORIES  
MARKET OVERVIEW
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Benefit from Swarovski‘s reputation, knowledge and services:
SWAROVSKI-PROFESSIONAL.COM

GENERAL WARNING

Loose crystals may present a small parts hazard to young children, particularly children under three years old.  
Depending on the size of the crystal and any attached material (such as glue, fabric, etc.), children may choke on,  

inhale, swallow, or insert the crystal into their noses.Magnetic products with crystal applications pose a particular risk  
of serious intestinal injury if ingested. The application techniques as stated in the Application Manual do not guarantee  
that crystals will not come loose. For each application, the manufacturer must determine whether the product meets the  
relevant requirements related to small parts hazards and assess any risk it may pose to small children. Failure to follow  
Swarovski‘s care instructions may result in damage to the crystal, which could pose a risk of laceration or other harm.

Warning for Crystal Tattoos
Crystal Tattoos may be applied on healthy skin only. Do not adhere to eyes or on mucous membranes.  

Crystal Tattoos are not recommended for young children. Loose crystals may present a small parts hazard  
to young children, particularly children under three years old. If a crystal comes loose, depending on the size  

of the crystal, children may choke on, inhale, swallow, or insert the crystal into their noses.

Warning for Magnetic Products
Loose crystals may present a small parts hazard to young children, particularly children under three years old.  

With crystal applied magnetic products pose a particular risk of serious intestinal injuries if ingested. For each application  
of magnetic crystal products, the manufacturer must determine whether the product meets relevant requirements related to 

small parts hazards and assess any risk it may pose to small children.

Warning for Tableware
Application of loose crystals to tableware presents a potential risk of aspiration, choking, swallowing, or tooth damage 
should crystals become loose. To reduce this risk, crystals should never be applied to any surface of tableware likely to  

come in contact with food or the mouth, and crystals should never be placed on any tableware intended for use by children.  
Tableware with crystals intended for decorative use only should be marked as such. To avoid dishwasher damage, tableware 

decorated with crystals should be washed by hand. The application techniques or suggestions in this manual do not gua-
rantee that crystals will not come loose. For each application, the manufacturer must determine whether the product meets 
relevant requirements related to small parts hazards or use in food contact items and assess any risk it may pose to users.

The use of crystals (which may contain restricted substances deemed hazardous under local laws) and adhesives on  
tableware is subject to legal restrictions in specific countries. The customer is fully responsible to comply with these  

country-specific provisions and shall defend, indemnify, and hold Swarovski harmless from any and all third-party claims  
based on product liability or otherwise relating to uses of Swarovski products and waives all its own claims against Swarovski.

Unsuitable Applications
Crystals from Swarovski are intended for use in the fields of fashion, jewelry, accessories, textile products, and for interior 
decor. Due to their physical properties, crystals from Swarovski are unsuitable for other uses (e.g. gluing onto teeth, using 
crystals on or near mucous membranes, and other unsafe uses). The customer shall defend, indemnify and hold Swarovski 
harmless from any and all third-party claims based on product liability or otherwise relating to uses of Swarovski products 

purchased by the customer, and waives all its own claims.

Responsibility of User
Any oral, written, or test-based advice that Swarovski provides regarding techniques for application of its products are 

recommendations based on Swarovski’s current knowledge and the information provided by its suppliers. Such advice does 
not discharge the customer from carrying out its own tests of techniques it proposes to use and their suitability for the intended 

application. The application, use, and processing of these techniques and products are solely the user’s responsibility.


