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Would you like to experience an African 
safari? Well, you’re in luck because the 
safari has just come to you. 
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We are off to see Africa’s ‘Big Five’ on a 
wildlife safari that you will never forget.
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The ‘Big Five’ refers to seeing the 
superstars of the safari: the African lion, 
leopard, rhinoceros, elephant and buffalo. 
The term ‘Big Five’ was first used by 
hunters who found these animals to be 
the most difficult and dangerous African 
animals to hunt.
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But today the ‘Big Five’ is all about 
seeing these amazing animals on safari. 
On this safari adventure, we will learn a 
few interesting facts about each of them.
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The lion is Africa’s top predator and the 
second largest big cat in the world. Lions 
can be found roaming the grasslands and 
open plains of Africa.
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Did you also know that lions are very 
social? They are the only cats that live in 
groups (prides) and they like to have a 
lot of contact with each other. 
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Leopards are nocturnal. They like to come 
out at night. They are seen the least of 
the ‘Big Five’ animals. Unlike lions, leopards 
like to be solitary. 

8



Leopards are very good at climbing trees. 
They often hide their kill in a tree to stop 
lions from eating it. Did you know that 
leopards are also good swimmers?

9



The buffalo is a funny beast. So funny that 
they will lick termite mounds and mud off 
each other in order to get important 
nutrients into their diet.
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Unfortunately for the African buffalo, the 
lion is their main predator. Buffalos are 
so brave that they will try to rescue another 
member who has been caught by a lion.
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Elephants are one of the most loved safari 
animals. Did you know that elephants get 
sunburnt? They throw sand on their backs 
to prevent sunburn and keep insects off 
their skin. 
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Elephants love to swim and they can swim 
long distances. They use their trunks like 
a snorkel.
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And last of the ‘Big Five’ is the rhinoceros. 
All rhinos have three hoofed toes per foot. 
Rhinos run on their toes and are much 
faster than they look. 
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Sadly, the rhino is the most endangered 
species of the ‘Big Five’. Very few rhinos 
survive outside of Africa’s national parks 
and reserves.
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There we have it, the ‘Big Five’ of Africa. 
Good luck on your African safari 
adventure. We hope you get to see all 
five of these beautiful beasts. Take some 
photos and enjoy the ride!
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