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First Sunday of Advent

J esus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
In those days before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day 
that Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the 
flood came and carried them all away. So will it be also 
at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out 
in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, 
and one will be left. Therefore, stay awake! For you do 
not know on which day your Lord will come. Be sure of 
this: if the master of the house had known the hour of 
night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you 
also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, 
the Son of Man will come.”

MATTHEW 24:37-44

Sunday, December 1, 2019

Friends, today’s Gospel reminds us to be prepared as we await the Lord’s 
coming again.

I don’t think it is the least bit accidental that when Paul wrote back to 
the community at Thessalonika (the earliest Christian document we 
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Reflect: Would you describe yourself as an “Advent person”? Why 
or why not?

7

have), his major motif was the end of the world as we know it and the 
longing for Christ to come to remake the cosmos.

When Paul speaks in that text of Christ arriving on the clouds and 
the Christians going up to meet him in the air, he is not predicting 
a great escape from the world of matter; rather, he is envisioning a 
welcome committee of believers moving out to escort into the world its  
new King. 

The entire Bible ends on a note not so much of triumph and 
completion as longing and expectation: “Come, Lord Jesus.” From 
the very beginning of the Christian dispensation, followers of the risen 
Jesus have been waiting. Paul, Augustine, Chrysostom, Agnes, Thomas 
Aquinas, Clare, Francis, John Henry Newman, and Simone Weil have 
all waited for the second coming and have hence all been Advent people. 
 
During this season, let us join them, turning our eyes and hearts upward 
and praying, “Come, Lord Jesus.”
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Monday of the First Week of Advent

W hen Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion 
approached him and appealed to him, saying, “Lord, 
my servant is lying at home paralyzed,  suffering 
dreadfully.” He said to him, “I will come and cure him.” 
The centurion said in reply, “Lord, I am not worthy to 
have you enter under my roof; only say the word and 
my servant will be healed. For I too am a man subject 
to authority, with soldiers subject to me. And I say to 
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come here,’ 
and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does 
it.” When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to 
those following him, “Amen, I say to you, in no one 
in Israel have I found such faith. I say to you, many 
will come from the east and the west, and will recline 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in the 
Kingdom of heaven.”

MATTHEW 8:5-11

Monday, December 2, 2019

Friends, in our Gospel today a Roman centurion comes to Jesus 
and says, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering 
dreadfully. . . . I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only 
say the word and my servant will be healed.”
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Reflect: What would you like Jesus to “only say the word” for and it 
will be done? Have you asked him with the faith of the centurion?

Any objective observer would say, “Well, this is ridiculous! What this 
man is asking is impossible.” He is not only asking that his servant 
might be cured; he is asking that he be cured at a distance, with simply 
a word. He’s at the limit of what he could possibly know or control or 
measure. And yet he trusts; he has faith.

Søren Kierkegaard defined faith as “a passion for the impossible.” Is 
God opposed to reason? Absolutely not; God gave us the gift of reason. 
Does God want us to be unrealistic? No; he wants us to use all of our 
powers of imagination and analysis. But faith goes beyond reason; it is a 
passion for what reason can’t see. 

That centurion had a passion for the impossible. And that’s why Jesus 
says to him, in some of the highest praise you’ll find in the Gospel: “In 
no one in Israel have I found such faith.”
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Memorial of St. Francis Xavier, priest

Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I give you 
praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
learned you have revealed them to the childlike. Yes, 
Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have 
been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to 
reveal him.”

Turning to the disciples in private he said, “Blessed 
are the eyes that see what you see. For I say to you,  
many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, 
but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did  
not hear it.”

 LUKE 10:21-24

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Friends, in today’s Gospel Jesus places a high value on childlikeness. 
What is it about “the childlike” that Jesus prizes? Jesus himself is the 
child, the Son who has received everything from his Father. He lives 
in an attitude of receptivity, taking in all that the Father has given 
him. His is a life of obedience. He is not in command of his life, but he 
receives it as a gift. 
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Reflect: How do you need to be more like a child and look to God 
to receive all that he wants to give you?

This is what it means to be a little child: to have an attitude of receptivity 
that allows you to be moved by God and by God’s ways. The problem 
with “the wise and the learned” is not that they’re educated, but that 
they are trying to govern and run their own lives on their own terms 
rather than living in obedience to God. The truly wise are those who are 
like Christ: little children in relation to God.


