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First Sunday of Advent

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. It is 

like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and 
places his servants in charge, each with his own 
work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. 
Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord 
of the house is coming, whether in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”

MARK 13:33–37

Sunday, November 29, 2020

Friends, in today’s Gospel, the Lord exhorts us to vigilance as we 
await the day of his second coming: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do 
not know when the time will come.” We have come to the end of 
the liturgical year and are coming to the end of the calendar year. 
And so our readings take on a brooding, foreboding quality. The 
end of all things is being brought before our minds and hearts.

Christians have been concerned about this problem from the 
earliest days. What prompted this interest? Probably what 
prompts it in any age: the painful and dark quality of the world—
plagues, famines, sickness, the threat of invasion, corruption in 
high places.
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But also the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. This cataclysmic 
event convinced the early Christians that the world as they 
knew it was ending. And in a real sense, they were right. The 
Resurrection meant a cosmic realignment, a redirection.

And the Lord  urges us to vigilance: “May he not come suddenly 
and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”

REFLECT: In what ways are you “sleeping” and not being 
“watchful” for the end, either your own death or the Second 
Coming?
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Feast of Saint Andrew

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, 

and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; 
they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once 
they left their nets and followed him. He walked 
along from there and saw two other brothers, James, 
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were 
in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets. He called them, and immediately they left 
their boat and their father and followed him.

MATTHEW 4:18–22

Monday, November 30, 2020

Friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus calls his first disciples. What 
is it about this scene that is so peaceful and right? Somehow 
it gets at the very heart of Jesus’ life and work, revealing what 
he is about. He comes into the world as the second person of 
the Blessed Trinity, a representative from the community that 
is God—and thus his basic purpose is to draw the world into 
community around him.

Jesus says to Simon and Andrew, “Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” This tells us something about how God 
acts. He is direct and in-your-face; he does the choosing. “Come 
after me,” Jesus says. He is not offering a doctrine, a theology, or 
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a set of beliefs. He is offering himself. It’s as if he’s saying, “Walk 
in my path; walk in imitation of me.”

Finally, Jesus explains, “I will make you fishers of men.” This is 
one of the best one-liners in Scripture. Notice the first part of 
the phrase: “I will make you . . .” This is counter to the culture’s 
prevailing view that we’re self-made, that we invent and define 
our own reality. Jesus puts this lie to bed. We learn from him that 
it’s God who acts, and if we give ourselves to his creative power, 
he will make us into something far better than we ever could.

REFLECT: What path is Jesus calling you to walk right now? How 
are you allowing him to equip and lead you on that path?
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Tuesday of the First Week of Advent

Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I give 
you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

although you have hidden these things from the 
wise and the learned you have revealed them to the 
childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father. No one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and who the Father is except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”

Turning to the disciples in private he said, “Blessed 
are the eyes that see what you see. For I say to you,  
many prophets and kings desired to see what you 
see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 
but did not hear it.”

LUKE 10:21–24

Tuesday, December 1, 2020

Friends, today in the Gospel we hear Jesus in intimate conversation 
with his Father. The passage invites us into very deep mysteries. 
Jesus addresses his Father and thereby reveals his own deepest 
identity within the Holy Trinity. He says, “I praise you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these 
things from the wise and learned you have revealed them to the 
little ones.”
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It is important to keep in mind that this is not simply a good 
and holy man addressing God, but rather the very Son of God 
addressing his Father. We are being given a share in the inner life 
of God, the conversation between the first two Trinitarian persons.

And what are the “things” that have been concealed from the 
learned and revealed to the little ones? Nothing other than 
the mystery of Jesus’ relationship to his Father, the love that 
obtains between Father and Son, the inner life of God. From the 
beginning, this is what God wanted to give us.

REFLECT:  How can seeking to be “wise and learned” in this world 
block our ability to be one of God’s “little ones”?


