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We Wish You A Merry Christmas
Q. Why was the snowman looking  
     through the carrots?  
A. He was picking his nose!

I want my mummers!
The carol comes from the English West 
Country in the 1500s. The song was 
performed by carolers, wassailers and 
mummers. That’s singers, singers and, erm, 
singing actors. It’s the reminder of a time 
when poor carolers would approach wealthy 
listeners for food, drink and figgy pudding. It’s 
a tiny bit cheeky, demanding figgy pudding 
and refusing to leave the wealthy person’s 
doorstep until “we get some”.

Happy New March!
“And a Happy New Year” was added much 
later. Until the Gregorian calendar was 
introduced by Pope Gregory XIII, New Year’s 

Day wasn’t on January 1st. It was March 
25th (and months away from Christmas) 
- until 1600 in Scotland, 1700 in Germany, 
1752 in England and Wales.

The nearest modern equivalent to 
Figgy Pudding is Christmas Pud.
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We Wish You A Merry Christmas
find and place
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Jingle Bells
find and place
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Jingle Bells
One Horse Open Sleigh
Jingle Bells was composed by John Lord 
Pierpont. He ran away from boarding school 
when he was 14, joined the crew of a 
whaling ship and spent nearly a decade at 
sea. When the California Gold Rush struck in 
1849, Pierpont left his wife and children and 
went to chase riches in the West. He came 
home empty-handed, then left his family 
again in 1853 to become organist at a church 
in Savannah, Georgia, USA. His song was 
originally called One Horse Open Sleigh.

On the credit side, Pierpont’s nephew was JP 
Morgan, the famous American banker.

It never snows in Savannah*
In 1985, Savannah erected a plaque 
celebrating the song being written at the 
church where Pierpont was organist. At the 
same time, a suburb of Boston claimed that 
Pierpont wrote the song in the summer of 
1857 while temporarily living in a Boston 
rooming house. Savannah gets over 1m of 
rain per year on average. But 0mm of snow.

Little known fact: Jingle Bells was the 
first song to be broadcast from space 

in 1965 by the crew of Gemini 7.

*Well, the last time it did, in 1996, there was 5mm.
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Silent Night
Q. How many letters are in  
     the Christmas alphabet?
A. Only 25, there’s no L!

There was once a flood...
...in a village called Obendorf in Austria in 
1818. The parish church was flooded, and 
the organ ruined.  The priest, Father Mohr, 
had written a song, but he needed some 
music for it. So, on Christmas Eve, he asked 
Franz Gruber, the schoolmaster, to write a 
tune to play on his guitar for Midnight Mass.
And that’s how one of the most popular 
carols was written.

Now it’s in a 100 languages 
It took off at once, and is so perfect, people 
presumed Mozart, Haydn or Beethoven had 
written it. But it was Herr Gruber. It was put 
into English in 1858, and, since then, it has 
been translated into over 100 languages.

Here’s the German original for you to sing:
Stille Nacht, heilige nacht,
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute hocheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
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Silent Night
find and place
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Deck The Halls
find and place



Deck The Halls
It started on a Welsh New Year
This popular carol dates back to the sixteenth 
century. But it wasn’t always associated 
with Christmas; the melody comes from an 
old Welsh song called Nos Galan, which 
means New Year’s Eve. It was written by a 

man called Talhaiarn. 
It wasn’t published 

with 
English 

lyrics 
until 1862. 

A Scotsman 
called Thomas 

Oliphant wrote 
the words to the 
English version.

Madrigal Mystery Tour
Mr. Oliphant kept the “fa la las” from the 
original. These date back to an old form of 
Italian song called a madrigal. Madrigals 
were popular in the Rennaissance and 
were sung a capella - which means without 
instruments. 
You can sing it in Welsh, too:

Goreu pleser ar nos galan
Fa la la la la la la la la
Tŷ a thân a theulu diddan.

Which means: The best thing on New 
Year’s Eve is to be at home with a roaring 
fire and your family.

Knock Knock
Who’s there?
Holly
Holly who?
Holly days are here again!
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O Christmas Tree
Q. Who is Santa’s favourite singer?
A. Elvish Presley.

Which came first -  
the tree or Christmas?
Long ago, in a place called Silesia, a man 
called Melchior Franck wrote a song about 
a fir tree - O Tannenbaum. Silesia is now 
spread across bits of Poland, Czechia and 
Germany. They know a thing or two about fir 
trees and snow there. 
A bit later, people around Germany began 
decorating fir trees with candles to celebrate 
Christmas. And, in 1824, an Austrian called 
Ernst Anschütz found the song and wrote 
new words about the Christmas Tree. And 
the rest is history.

It was in a state four times
The old folk tune is really popular. It’s been 
the melody behind the state song of four 
United States - Florida, My Florida; Maryland, 
My Maryland; Michigan. My Michigan; and, 
unimaginatively, The Song of Iowa.

Elvis didn’t sing it, but...
It’s been recorded by Nat King Cole, Tony 
Bennett, Englebert Humperdinck, Andrea 
Bocelli, Aretha Franklin, Boney M, André Rieu 
and Charlie Brown. The last one is really 
by the Vince Guaraldi Trio. I recommend 
Googling it.
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O Christmas Tree
find and place



Want to play and learn more?

Subscribe now for only £9.99 a month and get a real printed book 
in the post every month + full access to the Soundbops App.

soundbops.com/subscribe

The Soundbops course is 
designed to teach children 
how to read musical notation 
in incremental steps. We’ll take them from 

beginner to mini maestro 
faster and easier than 
traditional musical 
instrument lessons.

are you ready

to bop?

We hope you’re loving 
your Soundbops, and 
your starter book. 
Here’s how to enjoy 
more books: subscribe 
and get Book 2 free!


