


P Established in Singapore in 1998, motherswork also has branches in Beijing and
Chengdu, providing everything parents need to equip their homes and lives for
children. We caught up with founder Sharon Wong to find out what motherswork
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will bring to the Kerry Parkside community, and to talk about what it means to be a

good mother.

KP: What is the concept behind motherswork? What are
some of the struggles you faced balancing motherhood
and a thriving career? How did you overcome those
challenges?

SW: Our concept is simple! We partner with mothers and
mothers-to-be from the time they are pregnant until their
baby becomes a toddler and beyond. Our stores are created
to offer a total one-stop shopping experience at different
stages of parenthood.

KP: How does motherswork help parents become more
equipped for their duties?

SW: motherswork is an extension of me being a mother. Many
years ago, as a first time mother, | was overwhelmed by the
maze of products available. No one had bothered to find the
right recipe to help first time mothers understand and compare
what they need to raise their baby and adapt their lifestyle..
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After wasting a lot of money buying not-so-useful products
and many hours of research into baby products from all over
the world, | created motherswork. It started as a hobby. Later,
| made it our mission to help mothers from pregnancy right
up to parenting toddlers and beyond. We narrowed down the
choices based on 11 core values, and put together the best
in every category, all under one roof. We work with parents in
the nurturing of their family by bringing the best of the best
products, systems, information and advice that will provide
the best environment to help their children reach their full
potential.

KP: How do you choose which items and brands to sell at
motherswork?

SW: We have searched the world to put together a collection
of baby products and brands. They are the best in every
category at different stages of parenthood, and meet at least
four of the motherswork core values.

KP: Why did you decide to open a store at Kerry?

SW: Kerry Parkside integrates work, leisure and family life,
making it a unique location. Along the same lines, we at
motherswork offer a one-stop shopping experience for
mothers, babies, kids and fathers too. We believe that our
cultures are similar.

KP: What sort of things do you provide for mothers, babies
and kids?

SW: We cater for every stage of parenthood. There is
something to suit every parent’s lifestyle, from lightweight
strollers for those who frequent shopping malls to multi-
terrain joggers for active parents; from multi-function bathtubs
to dressers; and from booster chairs to adjustable high chairs,
glass bottles and BPA-free bottles. We have it all — not just
everything but the best of everything. | believe we have found
the recipe to help all parents make the right choice to suit
their lifestyle. That's what makes us different from other baby
retail stores.

KP: Is there anything for dads as well?

SW: Of course! Strollers are like cars — Daddy’s latest passion.
motherswork carries strollers from international brands like
Bugaboo, Stokke, Silver Cross, Easywalker, and Uppababy.
We also have strollers designed by brands, like The Mini for
Easywalker, Aston Martin for Silver Cross, Viktor & Rolf for
Bugaboo.
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KP:What is your personal favourite item that Motherswork sells?

SW: I love Tip Toey Joey handmade shoes. | have always been
drawn to how people walk and | strongly believe it starts
with a good pair of shoes. A baby’s first step in a good pair
of comfortable, well-made shoes will shape how she or he
will walk. Whether this baby will grow up walking tip-toed or
pigeon-toed will depend on the shoes they learn to walk in.

We have searched the world for the best shoes for babies.
KP: In your opinion, what makes a good mother?

SW: What makes a good mother? This is the biggest debate
of all time. If you ask my daughters (they are 16 and 18 years
old) and my team, they'll say 'm a good mother. If you ask my
teenage son, he'll say maybe. The answer changes by the day.

In balancing motherhood and career, time management,
multi-tasking, decisiveness and efficiency are the keys.
Teamwork! | rely on my team at work. Together, we can
achieve anything. I may have the vision and the passion, but
motherswork is nothing without the team. | am particularly
blessed to have a great team both in Singapore and China -
they share my passion.

At home, quality time is very important. Family vacations are
sacred for me. There are two reasons for this: exposure and
bonding. When you're on vacation, the kids are away from
their regular routine, and they cannot SMS or surf the net.

Time together away from home allows us the opportunity to
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really bond and to focus on each other, and exposure to
different cultures is invaluable.

KP: What is the best piece of parenting advice you ever
received?

SW: My parents were always there, and were always
consistent with their values. They pushed for academic
excellence. My own parenting 101 was modelled on this.
Later, while living in Australia and the USA, | was exposed
to the culture of letting kids be kids, encouraging them
to be the best they can be. | became the mother | always
wanted to be, but that would not have been the case if |
hadn't been exposed to different cultures.

KP: What is one piece of advice you'd like to share with
other parents?

SW: Read to your children! Read with your children! It
builds a strong bond between you and your baby, offers
new outlooks, and fosters a love of reading that will stay
with the child and become foundation for academic
excellence. M
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