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30 July - 4 September, 2021 
 
Artisan Gallery is pleased to announce the upcoming exhibition of Tensions 2020: 
Tamworth Textile Triennial on show from 30 July - 4 September, 2021. The Tamworth 
Textile Triennial, held every three years, showcases the best of textile art from across 
the country, attracting artist participation from all states in Australia. The exhibition 
is curated by Vic McEwan to create an important record of the changing nature and 
progress of textile practice from a national perspective.

Tensions 2020 acknowledges that the world has long been a place under various 
tensions, both harmonious and dissonant. In order to bear witness to, contribute to 
and respond to these tensions, the triennial will focus on the future of people and 
place through textile as a material and human experience as materiality.

“Musical theory teaches us that as we change the tension that a material is under, 
we also change its pitch. It is through the combining of these various tensions that we 
are able to create a chord, a melody, a verse, a chorus,” writes curator Vic McEwan. 
“As the curator for Tensions 2020, I aim to take the various tones and pitches offered 
by the tension(s) these artists are exploring, and attempt to bring them together into 
a coherence of composition: a spatial and visual composition that is sometimes in 
unison, sometimes dissonant, sometimes sweet and melodic, and sometimes pure 
noise.”

This exhibition has been developed by Tamworth Regional Gallery and is supported by 
the Visions regional touring program, an Australian Government program aiming to 
improve access to cultural material for all Australians. 
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Blown By The Wind #4, 2020, Dianne Firth
Netting, material, stitching
Triptych, 1350 x 660 mm, each.
Photography: Miranda Heckenberg.

ANCA (Detail), 2020, Jane Théau
A video portrait of the dancer Anca Frankenhaeuser performing with her 
thread portrait. 
ANCA (BÖJANDE),
Tarlatan, silk organza, thread, wire, 380 x 300 x 160 mm.
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Curation of Shadows, 2020, Julie Briggs and Kelly 
Leonard
Linen, burnt remnants of work, documentary video
Dimensions variable
Photography: Miranda Heckenberg 

Grim Harvest: Plundered Wealthy and Squandered 
Plenty (Detail), 2020, Julie Montgarrett
Found blankets, tapemeasure, linen, cotton, 
screen-printing, ceramic, 3700 x 3900 mm.
Photography: Miranda Heckenberg 

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government’s Visions of Australia program.

For all media enquiries or to arrange an interview, please contact 

Marketing Manager Ellie Anderson on marketing@artisan.org.au.


