
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
COUNTY OF DOÑA ANA 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
 
TOMMY SOWARDS AND BARBARA SOWARDS,  
 
   Plaintiffs,  
v.        No. CV-2009-2653 
 
LAS CRUCES MEDICAL CENTER, LLC., 
d/b/a MOUNTAIN VIEW REGIONAL MEDICAL 
CENTER, BIOTRONIK, INC.,  
and EDWARD TAGUE,  
 
   Defendants. 
 
     JUROR QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
    
 
Name        
 
Juror Number    
 
You are under oath to answer each of the 
following questions fully and truthfully.  This 
information will be totally confidential and will 
be used only for this jury selection. 
 
You could be asked each of these questions in 
open court during jury selection.   Instead, we 
ask that you complete this questionnaire 
thoroughly and completely (1) to protect your 
privacy and (2) to speed up the jury selection 
process, although follow up questions may be 
asked.   
 
Do not write on the back of the pages of this 
questionnaire.  Please use the space at the end 
of the questionnaire if you need more room to 
complete an answer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.   Circle any of the following in which you have 
had training/education or in which you have 
worked: 
 
Health care/medicine 
Insurance 
Law 
 

Please describe:   
 
 
 
 
 

Sale of medical products 
Safety Regulation 
Osteopathy 
 
 
 
 
 

2.   Have you or any family members ever 
worked in any type of job at a hospital, clinic, 
doctor’s office, or in any other job in the 
healthcare field? 
 ___Yes   ___No      IF YES, please explain 
(include who/relationship to you, where 
worked and town, job title and type of work): 
 
 
 
3.   Do you know any osteopaths, doctors, 
nurses, medical product salespersons or anyone 



else who works in the medical field here in Las 
Cruces?    
 ___Yes   ___No  
IF YES, Who do you know and how do you know 
them? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   Do you know any doctors, nurses, or anyone 
else who works or has worked at Mountain 
View Regional Medical Center (MVH) in Las 
Cruces?   
 ___Yes   ___No      IF YES, Who do you know, 
how do you know them and how will it affect 
you in a case involving MVH? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  If you or a member of your family has been 
injured or harmed by an osteopath, doctor, 
hospital, or other health care provider, please 
explain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Have you, family members, or close friends 
ever filed a medical malpractice lawsuit or 
considered filing a medical malpractice lawsuit?  
___Yes   ___No   
IF YES, please explain: 
 
 
 

 

7. Have you, family members, or close friends 
ever suffered an ill effect or injury from 
surgery?  
____Yes, self 
____Yes, family 
____Yes, friend 
____No 
IF YES, please explain (include who the patient 
and surgeons were, hospital/facility where 
surgery performed, nature of problem, type of 
surgery, approximate date):  
 
 
 
9.  Do you feel indebted to a hospital, doctor, or 
other health care provider for saving your life or 
the life of a loved one?  ___Yes   ___No     IF 
YES, please explain: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
10.   Do you know anyone who has been 
implanted with a pacemaker or a defibrillator 
(aka an ICD)?    
 ___Yes   ___No      
IF YES, please tell us about that.  (Include 
who/relationship to you, year of implant, place 
of implant and outcome):  
 
 
 
 
11.    Have you, your spouse/partner, or 
anyone close to you ever: 
 

 Yes No 

a.   Had a stent placed in the 
heart? 

  

b.   Had a heart bypass 
operation?  

  

c.   Ever had a fainting episode?   
 

12.   IF YES TO ANY PART OF QUESTION 11, 
please explain:   
 



13.  Do you feel healthcare in Las Cruces or in 
the state of New Mexico is inferior to 
healthcare in other cities or states? ____Yes 
____No, IF YES, please explain:  
 
 
14.   From which newspapers, TV 
stations/shows or internet sources do you get 
most of your news or information? 
Newspapers: __________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
TV Stations/shows:  ____________________ 
_____________________________________ 
Internet sources:   ______________________ 
_____________________________________ 
Other places:   _________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
15.   Have you heard anything from any source 
about this case or D.O. Klonis?    If so, please 
describe what you have heard, indicating the 
source of information:  
 
 
 
16.   Please list the 3 people you admire the 
most and the 3 people you dislike the most.   

Admire:    
 
 
 
 
 Dislike:  

 
 
 
 
17.   Do you have personal, religious, or 
philosophical beliefs that it is wrong to file a 
lawsuit against a hospital or product 
manufacturer? ___Yes   ___No 
     IF YES, please explain:   
 

 
 
 
 
 

18.   How strongly do you agree or disagree 
with each of the following?  To indicate your 
level of agreement or disagreement, use one of 
the following numbers: 

1 strongly agree 

2 agree  

3 disagree 

4 strongly disagree 
 

____  a.  I favor laws that limit the amount of 
money a jury can award in civil lawsuits 
where someone has been injured by the 
errors or wrongdoing of a doctor or 
hospital.  

____ b.  Medical malpractice lawsuits are the 
main reason costs of medical care are 
going up. 

____ c.  I would be concerned that a large 
verdict against Mountain View Hospital 
might put the hospital out of business or 
result in cutting services.   

____ d.  I could not award punitive damages 
against a business or hospital even if the 
law allowed such  damages to punish 
willful misconduct that consciously 
disregarded or showed utter indifference 
to patient safety.     

 
19.  Carefully read the following list of people 
and companies whose names may come up 
during the trial in this case.  If you personally 
know or have any connection (personal, 
business, social, or through your family or 
someone close to you) with any of these 
individuals or companies, circle the name. 
 
Parties:   

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 



  
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
IF YOU CIRCLED ANY NAMES IN THE PREVIOUS 
QUESTION, explain how you know of this 
person(s) and the type of contact you have with 
them and whether you have any opinion about 
them:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20.  In a case where Mountain View Hospital in 
Las Cruces, New Mexico is one of the parties  
being sued would you have any concerns about  
whether you could you be a fair juror?   
___Yes   ___No 
IF YES, please explain what concerns you would 
have: 
 
 
 
 
21.  Is there anything else you think the judge 
and attorneys might want to know about you 
when considering you as a juror in this case?  
___Yes   ___No 
IF YES, please explain: 
 
 
 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the 
above information is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
        
Signature 
 
     
Date Signed 
 
USE THE SPACE BELOW TO COMPLETE ANY OF 
YOUR ANSWERS.  BE SURE TO INCLUDE THE 
QUESTION NUMBER WITH YOUR ANSWER. 
 

 




