
JURY INSTRUCTIONS

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

This case is submitted to you by asking questions about the facts, which you must decide

from the evidence you have heard in this trial. You are the sole judges of the credibility of the

witnesses and the weight to be given their testimony, but in matters of law, you must be governed

by the instructions in this charge. In discharging your responsibility on this jury, you will observe

all the instructions which have previously been given to you.  I shall now give you additional

instructions which you should carefully and strictly follow during your deliberations:

1. Do not let bias, prejudice or sympathy play any part in your deliberations.

2. In arriving at your answers, consider only the evidence introduced here under oath

and such exhibits, if any, as have been introduced for you and heard in this

courtroom, together with the law as given you by the Court.  In your deliberations,

you will not consider or discuss anything that is not represented by the evidence in

this case.

3. Since every answer that is required by the charge is important, no juror should state

or consider that any required answer is not important.

4. You must not decide whom you think should win, and then try to answer the

questions accordingly.  Simply answer the questions and do not discuss or concern

yourselves with the effect of your answers.

5. You will not decide the answer to a question by lot, by drawing straws or by any other

method of chance.  Do not return a quotient verdict.  A quotient verdict means that

the jurors agree to abide by the result to be reached by adding together each juror’s

figures and dividing by the number of jurors to get an average.  Do not do any trading

on your answers; that is, one juror should not agree to answer a certain question one

way if others will agree to answer another question another way.

6. You may render your verdict upon the vote of eight (8) or more members of the jury.

You will not, therefore, enter into an agreement to be bound by a majority or any

other vote of less than eight (8) jurors.

These instructions are given to you because your conduct is subject to review the same as that

of the witnesses, parties, attorneys, and the judge.  If it should be found that you have disregarded

any of these instructions, it will be jury misconduct and may require another trial by another jury and

all of our time here will have been wasted.

The presiding juror, or any other juror, who observes a violation of the Court’s instructions

shall immediately warn the one who is violating the same and caution the juror not to do so again.



When words are used in this Charge in a sense that varies from the meaning commonly

understood, you will be given a proper legal definition which you are bound to accept in place of any

other meaning.

Answer YES or NO to all questions unless otherwise instructed.  A YES answer must be

based on a preponderance of the evidence.  If you do not find that the preponderance of the evidence

supports a YES answer, then you should answer NO.  The term, preponderance of the evidence,

means the greater weight and degree of credible testimony or evidence introduced before you and

admitted in this case.  Whenever a question requires other than a YES or NO answer, your answer

must be based upon a preponderance of the evidence.

A fact may be established by direct evidence or by circumstantial evidence or both.  A fact

is established by direct evidence when proved by documentary evidence or by witnesses who saw

the act done or heard the words spoken.  A fact is established by circumstantial evidence when it may

be fairly and reasonably inferred from other facts proved.

After you retire to the jury room, you will select your own presiding juror.  The first thing

the presiding juror will do is write her/his name on a piece of paper and hand the paper to the bailiff.

Once the bailiff returns to your deliberation room, you will then take an initial vote to the first

question and begin deliberations upon that question and any remaining questions asked.

It is the duty of the presiding juror:

1. To preside during your deliberations;

2. To see that your deliberations are conducted in an orderly manner and in accordance

with the instructions in this charge;

3. To write out and hand to the bailiff any questions or other communications

concerning the case that you desire to have delivered to the judge;

4. To vote on the questions, and;

5. To write your answers to the questions in the spaced provided.

You should not discuss the case with anyone, not even with the other members of the jury,

unless all of you are present and assembled in the jury room.

When you have answered all the questions you are required to answer under these

instructions, you will inform the bailiff in writing that you have reached a verdict.


