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TREE-MENDOUS I’m a Christmas tree expert – here’s
how to make your �r last for weeks and weeks and
what not to do

Published: 9:12, 21 Nov 2022

WITH advent in full swing it won’t be long until festive trees begin
popping up in the windows of houses across the country.

However, many of those �rs may be looking a little worse for wear come
Christmas Day as they su�er from needle drop and, heaven forbid,
browning.

Experts at Pines and Needles have revealed how to make your Christmas tree last
throughout December Credit: Getty

Martha Cli�
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Luckily for you, Christmas tree experts at Pines and Needles have revealed
how to get the very most out of your tree all the way through to Twelfth
Night.

First and foremost Veronika Kusak, Director at Pines and Needles, says
that timing is everything when it comes to having a real tree.

“If you’re buying a real Christmas tree, and want it to last till the New Year,
you really shouldn’t put it up before 1st of December,” she explains.

“Otherwise you’ll be left with a less-than-fresh tree before the big day. it’s
important to remember that they are living things, and once they are
brought inside, the clock is ticking.” 

ON CHRISTMAS

Here Veronika reveals how to make your tree look it’s best until 2023.

Trim the trunk 

Before you put your tree up, saw o� the bottom 1” (3cm) of the trunk.
This creates a fresh cut and opens up the pores in the bark, which
otherwise can block up with sap after a few hours of being cut. 

The tree is then able to drink water through these pores via capillary
action. Pines and Needles do this to all their trees so you don’t have to. 

MOST READ IN FABULOUS

Water your tree 

SLEIGHING IT I'm a bargain
hunter - my six top tips for
prepping for Christmas, with…

FESTIVE FIND My hallway
Christmas decorations looked
tacky so now I’ve tried…

NOT RICE Docs warning against eating food
left at room temperature after 20-year-old
dies

WORK IT OUT Moment gym-goer left people
stunned as she arrived with 'no trousers' on

MYSTIC MEG Nothing will happen until you
are really ready – and fully prepared

WATER SHOCK I was on Rich House Poor
House - I got £86 a week but spend more on
tonic water
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You have to think of your tree like cut �owers as that is essentially what it
is. You always keep your �owers topped up with water so you need to do
the same with your Christmas tree.

Place your tree in plain water - not soil or sand which would block the
pores in the bark. This is best achieved by using a specially designed
reservoir Christmas tree stand. 

Then keep on watering it.

Keep the Christmas tree stand topped up with water. Your Christmas tree
may drink 2-3 pints (1-2 litres) of water per day, depending on its size and
your central heating settings. 

SUN POLL Do you get a real or artificial tree for your house?

This poll has now closed

Real, nothing can beat it 26.3%

I'm happy with either 7.3%

Artificial, it's so much easier 58.5%

I don't put up a Christmas tree at all 7.8%

This is very important as once the water level drops below the tree’s
trunk, sap will re-seal the bark, preventing the tree from drinking any
further water even if you then re-�ll the Christmas tree stand.    

Keep the tree away from heat sources (and air conditioning!)

Of course there’s nothing lovelier than a beautifully decorated Christmas
tree beside a glorious, roaring �replace - but along with candles, radiators
and frayed Christmas lights, a regularly used �replace could contribute to
your tree drying out at a much quicker rate, so try to keep your tree as far
away from heat. 

Air conditioning, which dries the air, is also not a friend to your tree. 

Trees are like people - they need routine 

Do not expose your tree to sudden changes in temperature. Trees, like
most people, are creatures of habit and prefer steady conditions and
gradual changes.  
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