
20" BABY BALLERINA BODY 
©1996 

PATTERN NUMBER DA 1262 

(Fits 20" Baby Shay Sh/PI., 20" Baby Shay arms 
and 20" Toddler Ballerina Legs) 

FABRIC & NOTIONS 
1/2 yd. Panne - or one-way stretch fabric 
30" Cotton Twill Tape, 1/4" wide 
Heavy CrafUCarpet Thread, or un-waxed dental floss 
Plastic bead armature for 20" doll 
12 gauge Romex 
Polyfil stuffing 

READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE CUTTING FABRIC AND NOTIONS. 
NOTE: 1. WRST, indicates With Right Sides Together. 

2. All seams are 1/4" unless otherwise indicated. 
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3. You need to use panne, or a fabric similar because of its one-way stretch. On the ballerina legs it is very 
important to have the stretch when connecting the porcelain leg to the body, plus the flexibility will be better with this 
fabric. 
BODY CONSTRUCTION: 

1. WRST, sew the center front seam. 
2. Sew two rows of gathering stitches on the body front between the dots. Set aside. 
3. Sew two rows of gathering stitches on each of the body back pieces between the dot and the crotch seam. 
4. Pull the gathering threads on the center back pieces to measure 21/2". 
5. WRST, sew the center back seam. On the outside topstitch from gathering dol "A" down to the crotch area, 

pivoting across to the left side and back up to the left hand side to dot B. Remove the gathering threads. This will 
reinforces the buttocks area. 

6. Pull gathering threads on the front torso side seams to fit the back side seams. WRST, sew the side seams 
up 10 the dots. 

7. Sew the pleats in the front and back crotch area. WRST, sew the crotch/inseam. 
8. WRST, sew the arm tubes up to the dots. Leave wrong side out. 

DOLL CONSTRUCTION: 
9. Place Ihe armature inside the porcelain leg. Stuff polyfil inside the leg firmly around the armature keeping the 

armature centered. 
10. Stuff a piece of 12 gauge Romex inside the armature as far as you can. This will allow you to be able to 

have a stronger pose in your doll's legs. 
11. Hot glue the top of the porcelain leg, keeping the armature centered. Allow legs to cool completely. 
12. Attach the porcelain leg to the cloth body, one leg at a time. USing the binding line already on the inside of 

the body, bind the leg using double threaded crafUcarpet thread, or unwaxed dental floss. Secure your knot with hot 
glue. You can also use wire to attach the legs on. Repeat same procedure for the other leg. 

13. Wrap a wire, or use mechanical or strapping tape, around the armature of the body torso. 
14. Stuff the body firmly with polyfil. Leave the top of the body open for inserting the arms. 
15. WRST, sew the cloth arm tubes together to the dot. Stop seam at the dot. 
16. Place the armature inside the porcelain arm, bending the end in a "U" shape inside the hand. Stuff the 

polyfil around the armature, keeping the armature centered. Fill the top 1/4" area of the porcelain arm with hot glue. Let 
cool. 

17. Place the porcelain arm inside the cloth arm tube. Bind the arm with heavy craft/carpet thread, or unwaxed 
dental floss, or floral wire. Turn the arms right side out. Stuff lightly with polyfil to the dot. 

18. Measure from fingertips to 10" on the wire/armature on each arm. Bend the wire and tape both arms 
logether so the arms measure 20" outstretched. Stuff the remaining wire/armature into the center of the body. Finish 
stuffing the upper torso as much as possible. Whip stitch the torso at the top center seams. Stuff lightly to round the 
shoulder area. 

19. Fold the raw edges under on the top of the arms. Bring both arms to the center and pin in place. Whip 
stitch the top section about 2" on either side to of the center fronVback seam. 

20. Cut 2 pieces of the 114" cotton twill tape 10" each. Insert the tape into the sew holes on the shoulder plate. 
Tie off on the under side forming a circle. Pull the twill tape down the body to the center front or center back seam. Pin 
the tape in a "V" shape to the seam. Whip stitch the tape in place. 
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