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HE TOP- OR THE COASTS. BOLD 
LEADERS IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS T HE COUNTRY AR E COMING UP WITH 
INNOVATIVE, SCALABLE SOLUTIONS TO THE CHALLENGES BEFORE THEM. HERE'S 
OUR STATE-BY-STATE GUIDE TO SOME OF THE MOST PROM ISING INITIATIVES. 
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U.S. OF INNOVATION: A State-by-State Guide 

South Dakota 

A PLATFORM TO BREAK ADDICTION 
Sioux Falls's Face It Together is bat
tling drug and alcohol abuse with a 
portfolio of data-driven tech products 
that enable heath care providers to 
offer more holistic, long-term solutions 
and help communities better focus their 
public-health resources. The organiza 
tion's technology, piloted in South 
Dakota, is now being used in four states. 

/ 
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Texas 

A GREEN CITY IN A RED STATE 
After announcing plans in 2015 to 
move to 100% renewables, the 60,000-
person city of Georgetown is on track to 
achieve its goal. Next year, its municipal
ity-owned ·utilities will become one of the 
largest to supply customers exclusively 
with solar and wind power. And fixed
rate contracts mean that what's great for 
the environment is also smart business. 

/ 
/ 

Wisconsin 

A WATER SENSOR THAT CAN SEE 
UNDERGROUND 
Hiring experts to regularly measure the health of a well is 
expensive but important: Millions of Americans depend on 
well water. Wellntel, founded in Milwaukee, makes a se
ries of solar-powered sensors that turns any well into a 
smart one, allowing owners to check on current levels and 
recovery time (how long it takes a well to refill after pump
ing) via an app. It also aggregates long-term data on a 
well's water levels and can compare its performance to 
neighboring wells-information that's especially useful for 
people in drought~weary states who can't rely on rainwater. 
Cofounder Nicholas Hayes says the tracker and data-sharing 
system compiles more groundwater information than 
government agencies do. After taking orders from custom
ers in 26 states, he's planning an international expansion. 
"We developed a system that puts the information in the 
hands of the people who use it," he says. 
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Utah 

AN ENTREPRENEURIAL DORM 
Last August, the Lassonde Entrepre
neur Institute at the University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City, unveiled a 400-person 
dorm that functions like an ·incubator. 
Open to students of any major, the 
building is housing meets work space: 
It supports aspiring entrepreneurs with 
workshops, lectures, networking events, 
and business-plan competitions. 

Vermont 

A HEALTHIER HEALTH CARE MODEL 
Beginning this year, Vermont is phas
ing out the traditional "fee for service" 
system of health care with a "pay for 
performance" model that aims to 
reduce unnecessary tests and expenses 
by reimbursing medical practitioners 
based on their overall care of a patient. 
Vermont hopes to transition the entire 
state to the plan by 2022. 



Virginia 

A TECHNOLOGY EMPLOYER FOR ALL 
Richmond's Maxx Potential is a five-year
old tech company whose workers are paid 
(starting at $12 an hour) to learn on the 
job. With little technical experience, they 
work alongside more-seasoned colleagues 
to build websites and apps for Fortune 
500 companies and local nonprofits alike. 
Some stay for years, developing nuanced 
skills and training newcomers. 

Washington 

A SECOND CHANCE FOR FOOD WASTE 
A Redmond-based biotech startup is 
giving leftover food back to the earth. 
WISErg installs its Harvester machines 
outside grocery stores and restaurants 
to collect and preserve food scraps until 
they can be transported to a nearby 
WISErg facility. There, they are pro
cessed into an organic, nutrient-dense 
liquid fertilizer and shipped to farms. 

West Virginia 

A GRASSROOTS CURE FOR PTSD 
The Veterans and Warriors to Agricul
ture Program helps vets, who account 
for an estimated 9% of West Virginia's 
population, transition into civilian life 
and contribute to the state's growing 
farming economy. With new funding 
from the statehouse, the program plans 
to offer veterans training, employment, 
and even help securing land. 

Wyoming 

A MAP OF THE NATURAL WORLD 
Founded by twins Brandon and Brian 
Reavis, the Cody-based Natural Atlas 
is an interactive mapping system that 
encourages outdoor enthusiasts to 
tribute on-the-ground info and photos 
of the state's trails. The founders are 
expanding the platform to trails nation· 
wide and are looking for users to add 
their perspectives. 




