
 

The Twill Backpack is a double walled 
constructed basket.  PLEASE NOTE:  
I weave this basket on a form made 
from a Priority Mail Medium Flat 
Rate Box -  
11-7/8" x 3-3/8" x 13-5/8" Box 

Materials required: 

12-1/4” X 3-1/2” slotted 

wooden base w/runners 

#3 RR-base weave 

1/2” FR Nat Stakes 48@ 20”  

1/4” FO Nat stakes 96 @ 14” 

Waxed linen for twining 

Spaced dye 1/4” Reed 

weavers 

Bushel handle 

3/16” FR Natural weavers 

3/16” lasher 

1/2” Flat round rim 

#3 FR false rim 

#8 RR—rim filler 

Webbing harness 
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Twill Backpack 

Beginning with the 48 stakes @ 
14” of the 1/2” NATURAL reed.   

6 stakes are inserted on both 
short ends.  18 stakes are 
inserted on both long sides.  .  
Total stakes 48.  

Twine with #3RR for two rows 
and lock in.   

Spray stakes with water so they 
are  supple again before 
weaving.  Begin with 3/16” FR 
natural reed for 33 rows of 
weaving.  This is the interior wall 
of the basket. PLEASE NOTE:  
It’s easier to weave a bit more 
of the inside wall of the basket 
and take out what is NOT 
necessary to combine the two 

walls when twill layer is 
complete then trying to weave 
the inside layer with the twill 
layer intact.   

1) Insert one half of the (48 
stakes) of the 1/4” FO reed 
beginning on the third row of 
weaving from the base.  Tuck 

the 1/4” FO NEW 
stake under 1/2” 

OLD stakes that 
have a weave OVER 
the top of the stake 
for 48 stakes.  
Repeat this same 
process on the 4th 
row of weaving on 
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the opposite stakes, 48 stakes.  You 
now have a total of 96 stakes 1/4” 
FO stakes to the double wall portion 
of our basket.   

2) Twine  the 1/4 FO stakes with 
waxed linen . 

3) BEGIN TWILL WEAVE:  with 
variegated dyed reed.  Refer to 
pattern. 

4) Weave for 33 rows following the Chief’s Daughter 
pattern above. 

5) Change to the waxed linen and twine for two rows 
to secure the 1/4” FO stakes on the twill woven 
design. 



6) COMBINE the interior and twill walls together 
with the next two rows of weaving with 3/16” FR 

7) Change to 3/16” FR and begin weaving the 
interior and exterior walls of the weave together 
to form a single wall once again. 

8) Weave the first row, then trim the 1/4” FO stakes 
that are covered so that they are flush with the 
top row of the weave. 

9) Notice that the handle has ALREADY BEEN 

INSERTED long before the basket is finished.  

The Twill design is NOT woven on the 
handle but the handle is inserted and woven 
on as part of the basket when the two layers 
are combined.  The notch in the handle 
should be at 15” H of the basket from the 
base.  Insert your handle as soon as possible 
in the interior weave and set it so the notch is 
at 15”.  

10) Weave the second row, then trim the 1/4” FO 
stakes that are covered so that they are flush 
with the 2nd row of weaving.   

11) YOU ARE NOW WEAVING A SINGLE 
WALL basket once again. 

12) Continue for a total of 13 rows of weaving 
with the 3/16” FR or until 15” in height of the 
basket has been achieved. 

13) Change to #3 FR, twine for 3 rows,  false rim. 

14) Cut and tuck. 

15) Use 1/2” Flat round for rim, #8 RR is used as 
rim filler.  You may choose to place a piece 
of the variegated reed on top of the 1/2” flat 
round outside rim. 

16) Using cable ties secure in place, lash.  

 


