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When Jemma Mornington 
(née Kidd) married Arthur 
Wellesley, second in line to 
the Duchy of  Wellington, in 
2005, she became the 
Countess of  Mornington. 
The couple had twins: a daughter, 
Mae, and a son, Darcy, who are now 
four, so, by rights, she could quite easily 
have given up working and rested on 
her laurels. But that’s not her style.

At the age of  39, her CV includes stints as a model and a 
successful make-up artist with her own school and line of  
cosmetics. A horsewoman all her life, she has competed at 
advanced dressage on her bay mare Montana, and had just 
reached the regionals of  the Prix St George last April when she 

discovered she was pregnant with 
her third child. Frustrated that she 
couldn’t compete, she decided to 
come up with something more 
family-friendly to keep her busy, 
and this winter she launches 
Jemma London, a capsule 
collection of  pyjamas so chic you 
could wear them to dinner.

The idea stemmed from a 
quest for the perfect pair for 
herself: ‘They either tend to be 
too frumpy or too sexy, or the 
materials weren’t right, so I 
thought, “Sod it, I’ll design my 
own.”’ So she found a skilled 
pattern cutter, insisted on the best 
silks – from Henry Bertrand, 
whose work adorned the Duchess 
of  Cambridge’s wedding dress – 

and created a design inspired by tailoring and tuxes. The end result 
is a sophisticated, yet truly British brand, using local 
suppliers and manufacturers. The Morningtons divide 
their time between their 18th-century Hampshire 
home on the Stratfield Saye estate, owned by Arthur’s 
father, Charles Wellesley; and their Notting Hill 
townhouse, where Jemma works two days a week. 

Meanwhile, creating a chic pyjama business has 
eased some of  the stress of  the school run. ‘I often 
found I was still in my pyjamas when piling the kids 
into the car and it earned me a lot of  strange glances,’ 
she says. ‘Now I don’t mind if  I don’t have time to 
change. These days, thank God, compliments have 
replaced the funny looks.’ 
Jemma London is available online at www.jemmalondon.com 
and exclusively at Harrods.
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THE PYJAMA
GAME

From left: roses  
on the first-floor 
balcony. The view  
of the gardens from 
the house. Jemma 
on the path to the 
vegetable garden 
and stables

Jemma Mornington (in silk 
pyjamas, £395, Jemma 
London, worn throughout; 
tweed jacket, her own)  in the 
back garden with her twins 
Mae and Darcy (both in 
flannel pyjamas, £89, Rachel 
Riley; wellies, £45, Hunter, 
both worn throughout) and 
their dogs Penfold  
and Stanley

Right: with her  
Dutch Warmblood 
dressage horse,  
Montana. Below:  
a hammock  
in the garden

Jemma in her bed 
with the twins; the 
bedsheets are 
handmade in 
Madeira by Louis 
Sotiriades & Family. 
Below left: Jemma in 
the drawing-room 
wearing wool 
poncho, £895, 
Burberry Prorsum

Above: Mae and 
Darcy riding toy 
bicycles. Left:  
the twins on a  
small antique 
French haywain  
in the garden
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY HARRY CROWDER

               Jemma Mornington’s pursuit of perfect 
nightwear led to her designing her own.
                         By Sara Parker Bowles
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