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decade ol ool war In 2002, |5 was

acruel andterrible war, not fought
by highly raimed protessianal saldiers
armed with sophisticated weaporry, bul
by rebels and militis fightars, many of
whom were mare cnildran thanselves,
forced 1o Hoht & war they should met
gvEn nave been witmessing The war
left mare than 50,000 dead, butl the
atrocities committed in that time ars sl
lingeringin the lives and herdship of tha
country'’s peaple — and in particular i
childrien.
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The trademmark ol the rebels was 1o hack

afl the hands of their victims, 2nsaring
that they had no meoans of supporting
themsealves and wodld sventually stare
to death, However, the cruelty did rot
start or end there and the physical
zned emotional scars of the war linger
in the lives ol courtless survivors: The
survivars of the wsr sre lastimandy
o the iwincikle spirt of mankind:
owvercorming incredible obstacles and
inpuries both paysical ane emanenal),
tne people of this Alrican country are
slowly rebuiding their ves,
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Many of these people are childmn,
same old enough 1o remember the
war, physically zpd mentally mamed
during it and some just bam inle the
aftermath and poverdy that lingers in
he eauntry tocay. Some 2re brohaned,
othes abandonad oy parepts who
cou'd not cope. Same were takan o by
relalivies o friends already struggling
to make snds mesl, soma are living an
the straes and some were bioughl ta
nlzces of safety by desperate parants)
relatives or strangers,
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Providing a home with heart

Al As One s a regsterad non-
govarnmeantal -agency ihat hag been
providing = place o salaty ara cae o
many children in Sierrs Lacnes capita),
Erpdtown, since 2O00. They are also
actively sUoporting the people in the
communily allame, ey eltart 1o halp
as meny femilizs and childran survive
from oay 1o gay and build a meaningrul
future

Their missian is 1o provide motanly the
basc naeds al the cnlld=an in the r care,
but to add to that 25 much love and
pratection as possible — all tne things
that childrer snou d be zble to teke for
arantad

The Al s Cine Shildren’s Capter s an
arphanage that bsuslly has g Lo A0
children of varying ages in their ful
thine o, Tha centre 2 homa o fha
children. they have beas to slesp ir,
racaive three nutritious meszls o cay,
are bathed ard clothad, educated and
recepve -madical care. These chldren



are nutlured and loved by the staff of
the cantre, who areall Sera Leoneans
supporting  their own and  extended
farmilies with the money they earn sach
clay

Tha cenla is lacated in-an oid estate
with ten large bedrooms and  aight
bathrooms on three foars. 1 ndudes
a small clinic, office, lBundmy room,
spacious kitchen and dining area,
recreation reoms and covared veraridas,
Ihe property is completely fencad and
large encigh for the children to wn and
play safely.

For most of 'the childea, some who
arnved there sevarely malnourished or
at sdeath's doar, it s the only home they
have ever <nown

Learning for life

Alongside the crphanage, All As Dine
rurs & schol o educals the enildan
of the orphanage and the surrounding
cammunity, gving tham a hand up in
securing 4 better future

Here, children are taught from pre-
school to sisth grade, and are instructed

i English,  mathermatics,  literalure,
sorial studies, scance, arts and physical
educatian. The class sizes are keps: small
to give sach child the best apportunity
lor learming,

Too these  childrer, somsthing  ss
seemingly imsignificant as leaming to
swrite their own names & a ggantic
lgap lowards sstablishing their own
idanzity and self-waorth. Discovering that
they can indead learn sbout tha world
sreund them and master new =kills, is a
rery of hope far & bettar future

Taking care of the community

Afl Az One alse works 10 assist and upliil
the cammunity ir genersl. The stronger
the community betomes, the more
zhle 11 /8 10 rake eare ol s membars;
reducing the need for sssistance from
organisations |ke AllAs One

The arganisation uns a e ta halp
keep the community’s chilsren and
their families healthy by providing
pravantative hesitheare and medical
treatment as and when needed Tha
elinie s statled 24 baurs a day by
iegistared nursss and dectors who otate

sehedules to overseée the patiants’ care
ard Lreal more sarious cases. IL s glso
wisites by doctors fram ather countries
wha wiork ler shart pariods ot time and
provide inanyacdisicnal ar specalisad
tr=alman: needed,

Furthes, The oaganisation works to assis)
pestilute larmilies 0 becoming selt
sufficiant. They do not marely hand
cwer maney 1o lamilies n need, bul
ralner suppart these Samilizsin building
A sustairable future. Sometmes this
imvolves helping people obtain the
necessary Khowladge and skills 1o find
wark ar slart their awn small business,
while at ather times this process
rmighl start with something 58 basic
as providing tood and shelker and
Feloing tne family worle towsres an
independant future.

50 little can do so much

Maturstly, these initiatives invalve a
grear deal of wark on the part ol many
people - snd none of thie woula be
possible withodt angoing funding.

Fartunately, thess are many willing
hanos, and 2 litle hels goes & long
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How you can make a difference
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For more information on All As One, log on to www.allasone.org,

information about the African Ball,
Matthew M

Foney  or
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Presents...
The African Ball
Date: Thursday, March 30th 2006
Time: 7.30 pm
Location: Shangri— La Hotel
Dress Code— Black Tie with a hint of
animal print!

For tickets and table bookings contact
Matthew Morgan- Jones
Email - Matthew@allasone.org
Mobile— 0097150 6543126

The All as One Charity was created to ease
the suffering of orphaned, abandoned and
destitute children in Sierra Leone.

They need your help to avert closure of the
orphanage that has saved the lives of
countless children since 1997.

For more information visit...
www.allasone.org
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