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During the 20th century, the state of Washington built a 
reputation for its airplanes, timber, software and coffee. 
What will carry us through the next century are products 
tied to an entirely different class of needs: the need for 
good health, food, shelter and a chance for a better life.

Recently, a new iconic sector—global development—has 
emerged and is quickly becoming another pillar of 
Washington State industry. This state is home to the 
hundreds of businesses, nonprofit organizations, 
academic institutions, foundations, and government 
entities who are zealously working in 144 developing 
countries to make Washington’s most important export a 
better quality of life for people all over the world. 

Washington’s global development sector is dedicated to 
innovative and lasting solutions to some of the world’s 
most challenging problems. Its organizations and 
globally-engaged businesses are impacting the world 
every day: investing in people through education, health 
care, and expanded economic opportunity; investing in 
governments by building capacity, supporting democracy, 
and developing local technical expertise; and by making 
the global trading system work for developing countries.

The businesses and organizations that work in the 
global development sector combine their expertise 
and resources to support the achievement of core 
development objectives such as disaster response, 
improved health, environmental sustainability, 
better education and youth empowerment, economic 
growth, and improved governance. 

In this age of increasing interconnectedness, our state’s 
global development sector acts as a vital economic force 
here at home, as well as around the world. Washington 
State is the largest exporter in the nation on a per capita 
basis, exporting $40 billion worth of goods and services to 
all of the countries on the planet. Washington has the 
most globally connected workforce in the country; one in 
three jobs here is tied to international trade. Additionally, 
international nonprofit organizations headquartered here 
such as World Vision, PATH, and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation create hundreds of good jobs and attract top 
talent from around the world. This work makes develop-
ing nations more prosperous and opens up new trade 
opportunities for businesses in Washington State, 
sustaining our own economic vitality. 

In light of this impressive work and its impact on our state 
and the world, we invite you to join Global Washington 
and its members to celebrate the accomplishments of the 
global development sector on November 1, 2011−11.1.11− 
proclaimed by Seattle mayor Mike McGinn as “Global 
Action Day”. Go to globalwaday.org to explore the many 
opportunities to give, learn, support fair trade, advocate, 
and travel. Join Global Washington and make the world a 
more equitable, secure, prosperous, and sustainable place 
to live for all.
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A WORLD WITHOUT MENINGITIS 
IS WITHIN REACH.

For centuries, children like Océane were 
helpless against the meningitis 
epidemics that ravaged sub-Saharan 
Africa. But today, Océane is one of 
more than 20 million people protected 
from the disease.
 

In 2010, PATH and the World Health 
Organization introduced a revolutionary 
vaccine for meningitis A into Burkina 
Faso, Mali, and Niger. Among the 
millions of people who received the 
vaccine, not a single case was reported 
during last year's epidemic season.
 

Our 2011 goal: Introduce the vaccine 
to several more countries in Africa – 
and give more than 50 million people a 
chance for a healthy life.
path.org

Until recently, 10-year-old Fatima spent 
close to two hours a day trekking around 
bone-dry northeastern Kenya to fetch 
water for her family. Often there wasn't 
water to be found, or it cost too much 
money. Now thanks to Mercy Corps' 
work trucking water, and repairing and 
fueling pumps, Fatima and her family can 
get water cheaper and easier.
 

Fatima is just one of the 900,000 people 
Mercy Corps is helping in Somalia, Kenya 
and Ethiopia as they struggle with the 
worst draught in decades. We're 
providing access to life-saving food, 
water and income, and empowering 
people to better withstand drought in the 
future.
mercycorps.org

 Francis, an abandoned child, now has a 
loving home at the All As One Children’s 
Center in Sierra Leone. He’s one of nearly 
600 kids who have found a short or 
long-term home with us since 2000. 
Francis now has hope, a future and the 
chance to enjoy his childhood! 

One in four children in Sierra Leone dies 
before the age of 5, most from preven-
table causes – diarrhea, malnutrition or 
dehydration. Since 2000, All As One’s 
targeted interventions have saved the 
lives of over 8,000 vulnerable children.  
These kids now have futures and unlim-
ited potential to positively change their 
country.  Overall, 25,000 children, 
women, and families have been assisted 
with food, shelter, education, medical care 
and other basic needs in the past 11 years.
allasone.org

SAVING LIVES IN THE WORLD’S 
TOUGHEST PLACES

GROWING OUT OF POVERTYINVESTING IN OPPORTUNITY CREATING HOPE, 
CHANGING FUTURES

EMPOWERING CHILDREN 
THROUGH EDUCATION

By equipping children like 12-year-old 
Rosa in Ecuador to attend school, World 
Vision is empowering families to break 
the cycle of poverty. And that’s just one 
of the many ways we’re helping build a 
better world for children. In nearly 100 
countries, we’re working to improve 
access to essentials like educational 
opportunities, critical healthcare, safe 
water, nutritious food, and more. 

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian 
organization dedicated to working with 
children, families, and their communities 
worldwide to reach their full potential 
by tackling the causes of poverty 
and injustice. 
worldvision.org

In rural Nicaragua, out of the reach of 
electricity and running water, the 
Gonzalez sisters and their mother have 
created a thriving farm—and a new 
future for their family, thanks to 
programs supported by Global 
Partnerships. Founded in 1994, Global 
Partnerships invests in exceptional local 
partners in Latin America that help 
people living in poverty access 
life-changing services such as 
microcredit, basic health care and 
agricultural assistance.
globalpartnerships.org

140 MEMBER ORGS
ADDRESS CRITICAL ISSUES
ACROSS THE PLANET

All as One

Global Partnerships

Landesa

Mercy Corps

PATH

World Vision 

Thousands of families across India are 
literally growing themselves out of poverty 
using one of Landesa’s innovative tools: the 
micro-plot.  When Uttam & Kamala 
Mondal became owners of their 
tennis-court-sized plot of land, they finally 
had a place to build a home, a garden to 
boost their children’s nutrition, a place to 
start a home business, and a foundation 
for a better future. Landesa is actively 
partnering with 13 country governments to 
enact and implement land rights reforms 
and programs that have helped more than 
2 million families gain control over their 
land in the last year alone.  Over the last 
40 years our partnerships have benefited 
100 million of the world’s poorest families. 
Our goal is to help 20 million more in the 
next four years.
landesa.org

GLOBALWA Disease eradication
Prevention and treatment
Science and research
Policy change

Global learning
Technology
Building schools abroad
Student exchange
Scholarships

Access to clean water
Reforestation/conservation
Land access
Alternative energy
Sustainable agriculture

Microcredit loans
Job creation
Women’s empowerment
Food security
Appropriate housing
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