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HEN FRIDAY BROKE THE STORY

onN Mathew Morgan-Jones and his two

adopted children from Sierra Leone (in
May 2006), it changed the lives for
many other children back in
Freetown. The generosity of the
people and organisations in the UAE
helped Morgan-Jones form the All As
One charity. He also kept his word and
brought home David, his son Dauda’s
best friend. But more milestones have
to be reached, he tells Sandhya Rajayer,
Photos by Asghar Kh:

Todoy Sierra Leonc s showly bug surely
retrocing ifs steps o norosaley but nof
ey oomgr agn, it s o country in iemodl
as civil war hedd it ina crashing viee
[he consequences were begond
disistrous a5 the world realized. Many a
child was boen toa mother who did nod
Hwe Lo hear hes baby's First ey,
Hundreds of childeen were bormim
nelghbmirhonds aconstomed to waking
up o the ameearo sounds of ganfine first
ihing in the morisdoge The ooaly rules of
engagement af that tmie were K,
dismember and dl.':-:ll'-:r'_l..

Raby bows grew into child sobdiers,
fecding on hatred, revenge and fiar
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zirls became womnen at the age af 1
l_'|'|.||15.';:-1' them eking a liviag fiir
themsehvwes and their siblings |.':.'
TESOMTING f0 pn;u-'li:]:'. wan. 1 i% sxid thae
1ifie [ the best Leacher bue there s
another kind of life, like the one these
childran were experiencing, that had a
bard tene earning the title, Hest Teacher”
Sierra Leone 15 a small West Afmican
copniey where more than two million of
i 5.5 milbon citlee s were ..'Ii.~|p|.1|.'l:d
during a civil war that raged between
10¢H] el 20M02, Tt waas this dark peality
thot motivaied Dubad cesident Mathew
Monmin-lones first adapl vy A
then this year a third child, o the All
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As Ome (AMDY prphanage in the
natlon's capital, Freetown, Tt akso
iivpelled him to start 0 fundraising drive
it the LTAE to help the orphanage goang
as [t was under thie comstant threat of
closure,

Melowrirars-[oaucs s no sLranger o
readers of Friday, having firsd been
featired in BAay Last vear, The
Englishman became a single parent pt
32 o b adopted children - Diasda,
moww 4, il Meageda, now 2 - from Sierea
Leone, in fuly 20405 The facher of three
=avs be did not take this step toearm
himself stripes from the Office of
Altruism. He simply watibed to
expericnoe the joys of Eatherhood. And
whit better way than thies where love,
sunshine and warm hugs are freely
dispersed to three adorable moddlers
who could have been completely
wremeare of the tronsforming powes of
lowe had fate decided otherwise

Laet year, Morgan-Jones brought
b Dravda and Mapda - but there was
pust une mure commitment to honour,
Diandas best Fraend at the ﬂrph:lml':-:.
Travid, whr &5 a couple of months
vounger than Diuda, wias ot going 1o
be It behime. He would joln his best

al and Brother - just as soon as the
nexct et of formalities were completed.

'I'_h.._'ﬂl.-' wiere and Ini‘l:.' Davvid 18 where
hie belongs - with his family consdeting
of a beaming dad and a happy Denda
and Mapda

“1 hawe abways visualised having
three kids but some of my friends did
think [ was crazy to adopt a third one 20
soan aftes bringing the first twae home.
But what [really made me] bring David
hamie ks that 3 family from the LIS that
haad apptled [or David's adoption
whthdresy thelr application when thines
hurned difficuli, be says, I also had
bonded, thoogh is a sesall way then
with Thavad, when | had stayed at
Fresetown For Dadda amd Magida's
adopaion, Mainly, thowgh, the fact that
David woes Davdas best friend made the
decision imperative. It would be great to
have them all in the same loome "

And then there wore three!

S, hoe's the family doing? Butter-sof
mments and all thai? Morgmn-Tones
cheerfully admiis that things didn's go
exactly to plan, “The honcymoon
peried foe th family lasted exocthy
three weeks And then bejman the jows ol
swakching real Hfe ‘eaprure the
mimsents’ The nliy-griiy of sharing
rows and papa's atbenton got o all of
theerm™ T here were d..'lg.'h and wecks
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when theey all wondered ifit had been a
;..'|1|1|E {dea fof Paivid tojoin them
Hivwewier, full reieks o Dasvid. 5
remarkably frlendly child who ndjsted
by s new sirroindings in kess than
foner weeks after spending four years in
the orplaryge.

Morgan-fones also ks that there
condd be another addition to the family
in the fature. He has a loveby hushand-
and-wife team whio hislp bim care for
the children, and his sigger, Debble, 15
hetre curremly fo help him s he e
been travelling a lot for work.

Diavid, Daudo and Magda all conse
from AACK a Frectown charity
opgantsation that operates a children's
cenire, medical clinkc, informal school
and other pregrammes for abandoned
and erphaned children. Morgan-Jones
visated the centre when he went
thromah the various stages of the
adoption process in 20064 and HE5,

After adopting his first tan children,
b bearnl from Amerlcan Gunder
Dreanna Wallace that the oenirs was in
dnnh-\nr aof |.1|:in|.'. clomed due to & lack of
funds. Morgan-Foaes then onganised a
fundraising dinner in Dbl that maised
about S50 Hie then set up a UAE
hranch of A0, which is negistered asa
nea-profl organisation, licensed
throwgh Prabai Aid and Humanitarin
Chry. While the initial funds helped prop
up the centre, it became evident that a
steady T of aid was needed to sustxn
it ir the bong-rerm,

Tay exiarly 20400, i toLal ol DiA00,000
was raised, DHL offered to airfreight
emergency suppldbes and Christmas gitts

codleeted by the Begents School and the
peoplis of Dubai ersuring that the kids
at AAD had their best Christomas over
Twa conriners filled with clothes, toys,
schonl supplies, beds, matiresses, wates
fanks snd other items were shipped (o
(e orplanage courtesy of DHLTanzas
and IMWC logistics, while Crocs Shoes
donated hundreds of shoes, Mercato
Mall and the Torm Centre ogmnised o
donation drive of Christmas presenis
and Repents School eame up with the
shoetiox doration idea. Jebel Al Hotels
Intermiational donaed child sponsership
&= a holickay gift for their corporote
partners. Haorean Sehool orpanised o
dinner domer fundralser and mised
more than DhE000L

In Movember 2006, when Morgan-
Fomes yisited Freetown for David's
adoptiom, the water anks wers installed
- m necesalty because the water sipply
tankers only come every three days and
the existing water tinks were too amall
tn store sufficient water, Yet. despite the
inereased capaciny, two or three
alelinbnal wiler pinks are still required.

The doastion deive alse helped
spruce up the teddler wing with ploy
eguipment, new beds and mattresses,



ISSUES

Call for help

Deeepite the penerosity, the AA0 Kithy
hiis apain ran dryg At the time of this
interview, Morgan-Jones estimates that
Febraary was the last month the charicy
Bl sufflelent fumnds,

So once again, he is Boeed with the
task of keeping the operatbon going, At
peesent, the AAD rogudres TR {6 per
rranth b cover the baske costs of
running the centre,

I order to make i sumpler for
people tooffer support and feel pood
about their contribuation, Morgn-lonis
has devised o number of schsermes.

The Child Spomsorship Prosmamme
enables individuaks or companies (o
donate [3h1 440 per vear to fund the
basic upkeep of a child. This includes
medical care and education as well as
the salaries of teachers and carers at the
centre, It cnables donors to build
relationship with the child they sponson
Chonrers can exchange letters and photos
If they wish. Morpan-hones says the
AAC needs a fotal of 400 spomssars o
take care ol monthly experses for & vear

Electricity, conspleuous by s
absence, I8 also needed at the cenre.
“We requiest orgaisalions to dosate a
20 KW genenibar and one or two sosaller
5 KV gmenerators for the small medical
chimies at the back of the srphanage. The
climic services not amly the orpdamane
but al=o people from the
neEighbour bl savs Morsan-Tones,

"Then there's vimd Rooring thae's
required and Sierra Leone being very
capemsive tor these kinds of supplies s
everything is imported, it is heber fo
gouree it from Dubal We also need
strong metal beds for the children,
because kids often bounee om them.

“As for the AAD centre, staffwauld
e fo serve food to large batehes of
pesldentsar ane thme, they need a really
b dimbng cabbe. [We're almbng o] get b
miade locally so this would generae
wor ks W try and balance what we can
qouree kocally and what's more eeosomb

call when tiken from here [Duefai "

A tide of needy children

The bomge-term challenge for Mongn
Jones is o keep the AAD cenfre rumning
and expand it 2o that more children can
enjoy 0 warm,. koving home. And while
the war's over, there are =till children in
ne . U Factor is that the social
wielfare system In Sierra Leone has

B curme sielcter un child abuse cases,
sy Morgan-lones. As a result, abused
children are |:|.|s.-|!|.3.' Lo b sl o MG
such ag AN
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Omee such case In polnt i5 Maury's,
Avcording o AnD, the linle boy was
Tupuulcr]l}- abiiged l:-]. hisg rtleet, wiso
vl ponar boillng waber over hlim afoer
shie had a second childl {Presunably,
e weas severely traumatised or
mentally i) Today, after loss than a
yiar “Il,!11l'|1tlil.1E.I'HL',1'ﬂ1-']I.1r_'¢' has his
childhood back.

At prosent, AAD hesme= 65 children.
While some have been adopted, maore
children have been mkenin. When
Morgan-fomes was there [as, he was
told that one of the Jocal orplhamapes
had closed down due to lack of funds,
O the strects of Frectown, he says you
see children younger than 12 caring for
their siblings, some eking out a lving by
selling charcoal, Freciown has about
15000 streer children and the UM
cadlinanies thar there are neere than
500000 child arphans b Sleera Leone.

Sierra Lenne aleo has ona of the
Bk maternal mortalivy rates: one in
5i% or seven wiomen die during
childbirthe Sisty-four per cent of the
pogakation dloes nog have nocess 0
medical care, Although child mortality
rates are high, many of the babies that
survive end up at orphanages,

Building a Future Projuct
Faced with these challemp:s, Mongmn-
[ones ervisages an expanded role for

the 440 - the Building a Future Project,

He anticipates a lange intake of children
at thet centre in the funare. To
accommesdate this, he envisages throe
spparale srrueires: ane for babdes und
todllers and ome each For
il buvys and etela The
cendre would have a schoal
complex with 10 classronms,
# cormmater lob and @ lifrary.
With orphans nurmbering 80
b 1O, Morgn-Tones would
like it tn also serve the noeds
of the nefghbourhoad, The
sehonl would emrol about 50
children each year, including

CONTACT AAD

{w supportispansar-
ships Contact Relly Baker and

(CLRTTAT Lo ulk Ol

[ones has dreame up @ number of
schwemmes, [none, schiools are
encouraged to sponsor & classroom. e
s DE2E000 would eover the cost of
baiibding a clagsroom After this is
accomplished, providing fuminime and
classreom supplies could be an ongolng
spuparship project fue a school

He 14 also reaching ot o varioos
industries foc donations, W wonld Hike
bir request the hotel industoy o give us
S0 Far eviery roorm st We ane also
lonking v see if property developers
could give DRI00 for every property
sold,”

Another reason Morgan-Jones is
pressing for the Bald A Futurs Project
is the escalating: rental costs in
Freetown, The AAC contre is aiming to
miove out of its rented premises into s
own [yvet o be purchased) bullding. The
other major project planned fos the
AAD ga medical centre dedicated to
mutesmad, haby and child care. There =
alsoa plan For o vocathomal trainkng
cenre, where smdents wold be tasgdh
II:II.!L'!'L

“We renlly want the building projecs
o tuke off as soon as possible” says
Maomgm-Jones, adding that the AAD
wanits fn buy the land by lohe The
centre's expansion will appen in two
phases, b siays, Phase one will
inchude land purchase, surveying and
fencing costing 120000 Construction
coste for the school, medical centre,
three children's homes,
adminkstracion and support buildings
wlll B S285000L Phise twas will cunsks

¢ hoolsftaanctibal.ong

Child Sponsarship
AAD Dwbad (s opevated by & Programmes "o Woachell
small team of dedicated volun=  e=mail: sponsorshipiaes-
teers, Hore soe the comlact tubal oo
details for each section: General HU.HH: Confdac

Angalia, Cormalia and Mick
who pravide cammunicatio
and administration suppor

kids from the Kda Harrson-Gillett on coepa-  the charity, Amyone interes

neighboureood. ln the ralefssodubalong to join the team or find ow

evening it would offeradult  Children Caring for Children  about how they can help m

Hreracy classes. Programme: Nicki Morpan and  contact them at info@aso-
T funed this, Maorzan- her feam, g=mail: dishal.orp



nf tailding the vocatism| oillepe
dormitories and an adminstration
baildinir &t @ cost of S260,000

The responsa

“Wie'vie been overwhelmed by people
wanfing fohelp We have had fantastic
reaponse from Dusit Dubal, Fairmont
aind the Bur Al Arab, which have
damaied |||.||.'.~_' cunk 10E Pans. Sermdiiire
{Mfice Support Services has generoushy
provided avirhical office witha person
ti take calls, The Body Shop has
prormised fo domate alfice space bn lae
ACHT oy LR Wi COM Fu ouer 0w
operations, but that will reguire more
wnlunteers”

The AAD Dubs operation 15 run by
dedicated sodunlieens withoot whose
support the chirity would never be abde
to function

Teere is a constant need o send out
press releases and we would welcsme

soaneane from a 'E backoeround to plich
in for this, Sav-a-home ladies may have
wread siles krlbe anwd all I|1|']' reed b do
iz =it in the comifort of their homes amd
make calls om our hehalf!? sy Mongn-
fjones

“If they have an event managemient
backpround that might help even more,
O surmeane who works in the regail
ivdusery and can help us to make
contact with potentiol sponsors.

“Erwauld also be great if somsone tom
the hodel indusiry ernld sponsor space
s host our African Ball charioy event
At we ane p|:|.:|.|LII 114 fur April or .‘-1..|:-'

*“I womild also peguiest people to hong
oai to clothes and toys untl] fuly whien
oarr niexl contatnes will leave fior Sierra
Leevrns™ har adols.

A hapay family of four
Sty yizars o, how does Morpean-
Fovmues: s himselE o tather?

AAO CHARITY
DINNER

In arder ta help orphant in
Sierra Leone like this kaby
Llettl, &lL] b5 igarssing a
Dimner under the Stars charity
functian at Wali City

Date: Thissday, March 42
Timez 750 ilii

What you get: Unlimed sat
sfactian far helping the chil
deen in A8Cs care im Sierra
Lacne and a theee=course din
s, wileoene dilnk and half
battle of beverage.

‘What you glves Dh300
Boekinga: (04 524 4100
For mare information:

E-madl info@anndubal org

“l am a litile more confident in
what I dioas a person and 4 father
[ apn selll petting comfortable with
parenting, espocially as my family has
expamnided. 1 sclll count the semall
victocles an the road to pasenting, 1
et Bl was poiry alned a few
mantha ago and 1was Hke 'Hooray! jsn’
that preat?

“I tharaughly enjoy parenting and
am doing the best [ ean, There are
mvments when I do feel Thaven's
handied it the best sy, menbe [ could
hove done a little more preparation
rather than thinking on my keet, It
makes me feel o bit guiley thae"

1 heaven't been able o '-;|'l|'11-.l x5
mitich rime as [ sboald with my children
because [ have been travelling far boo
much for work. | compensate by tnking
a couple of days off and being there fog
thezi"

Ag the Intervlew winds up, 1 ask him
fior a business card. “That's the odher
tleng we need,” he says, “Someone to
ke care of our printing needs and
stativnery. We try and cul all costs so
that every dicham can then ke used o
suppart the orphanaze.”

The while time be kas been
talkang, Magda - nursng a cokd and
feeling unwell - has been perched
on his lup, Moy she has quictly
nodded of to !.I::-:_'p. [rauda, perhaps a
kit vired, hos become o little cranky,
horgan:Jones picks him up, plonks
him on the other knee and asks
simply. Do you want a b Let's go
home now

A huge carry-all bag in one hand,
wwanticr Bsotde i thee ek of his am,
hlagda asleep on his shoulder,

[rawida and Disvid fagreing along.
Morgan-Jones and his famdly traifl to
thee car park. Al as one. @

arerwy marcnpohobote] e
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a new chinese
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in Marco Polo
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