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1, ME, M YSEL"F

Not a hero ...



just a dad

Bouncing with jor...

A

ATTHEW MORGAN-JONES
IS A FATHER WITH

A difference. The
34-year-old has single-
handedly adopted two
toddlers from war-torn
Sierra Leone and has
also set up a UAE
charity to help an
orphanage there. He tells
Lorraine Chandler why
these days he’s more
interested in potties
than Porsches.
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I, ME, MYSELF

T years ago, Matthaw Morgsan-lnes
Wils & voung single gy in Db,
enjoying a fun lifestyle and the perks of
his training carcer in The Body Shop and
laver in Home Centre, Mow b is a father
of twe children be sdopted from Sierm
Leome G i% in the process of adopting
athird}

He has also just set up a charity (o
help the All As One Children’s Centre in
Seerm Leone, o country that only recently
emerpged from a boody ¢ivil war tha
spanned meone than a decade.

There's no derving his too children -
Drawda, 3, and hagda, 2 = lave been
spared a tough existenoe b what the UN
heas ealled the world's poorest country;
Yot Maorgan-fones, from England, is o
pains to polnt out he disdn’t adopt them
out of altruism, but becnuse he wanged
o have children

“It's o win-win sbiaation for all of us"
he says, keen o avoid being pigeon-holed
as a do=goaxler.

Evin as a young man, his paternal
instinets were very strong. However, he
wiis devastated in his mid-toenties when
he learned that be would never be able
to father children biologically.

"It wias then that | realised wsw much
I really wanted a Bamily. | searted 1o think
about adoption becase | knew there
wiere so many children who needed a
Family, amdl the cquation scemed ta add
up” e s, "1 plways thought I'd get
msrricd first ba that didn’t seem wo
happen.”

After completing a BA in
pclministration management af the
Liniversing of Humberside in 1994,
he started working for The Body Shop
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m Lomdon in the buesiness dl,.-'l.'ﬂl_'upnh['nl:
and training department.

Adfiter & two-year sting in Australia,
bt mvorvied 1o Dabad in 2001 as the
comysany’s retail zone monager for
Middle East and Africa. He helped set
up the Body Shop franchise in Soath
Alfrica, where the company sponsored
o Abds orphanagpes. Morgan-fones
was responsable for ladsing with the
orphanages and it was then that
I diecished he would like to adopt
children from Adrica.

He !'H..']JTII'I- :iﬁ'klng e inforrma tion
ot howy B0 g0 about icand, sometime
in Movember 2003, came aemss an
article in s magazine that had details
abaut the Dubai Adoption Support
Group, He realsed be could sian
thie ndoption ball salling from
Ersbai,

"My behavieur s a lot
maore pakitle
m:'l'l LI
there ape always
litthe cves and
cars [nllowing

I i

wlatniew Maorgan

Muongan-foncs did not waste time
and soon started undengoing the rigorous
clearminee process bo became an :||;||.1F|ri'|.~|_'
dad, As o singhe male, it wasn't casy since
meost countrics hid very strict adoption
regubations,

While psychologises and the police
wirre velting him, he did his researcly
ot sbisption aid learived that adopting
a child From Skerr Leone might be

o good aption. He heard abowt Al As One,

a chibdren’s contre runby American
Demrmina Wallave in the country's eapiial,
Frietown The cemtre, which has @ seaff
of 30, houses around 70 children. It also
runs edveation, health and comminity
PrOErunimes,

The msmber of orphaned children in
Saerm Leone s stagpering There ane an
eslimated L0000 children waiting v be

adopted in the capitad alone. The problem
is compounded by the fact that adopeion
procedurcs in the country ane extremely
stringent.

Meomzan-lones had expressid interess
in adopting two children under the pe
of 5 = a very brave move, indecd, and
fortunately for him, his request to adogt
was approved by AL As Oine in May 2004,
But thar was only the first step ina fong
journey. He received referml papers for
D, ehen aged 18 monihs, and shonly
afier, for Magda, then barely a couple of
monthes ol Bt in fuly 2004 he received
disturbing news - the chicf justice of
Sierra Leane had suspended international
adaptions,

Momgn-lones had already gone
shopping for baby clothes and started
decorsting the kids' room. “I'd done all
the things they wdd me naog o do antil
[ had the chibdren,” he savs, ruefully,

He hiad 1o wedt [or ¢lose to six months
before Sierm Leone, in [amaiary 2005,
reopencd intermatioml adoptions. Mever
ane o gve up, he continued pursuing ks
case and after four exeruciating mombs,
his case was heand, By July, Morgan-jones
had miraculously gained custody of both
children and was able to fly back to
Dubak Mow hwe is i the process of
abopting w third child, Davicl, whso was
Drauda’s best friend a the orphanage.

Al the months I spent in Sierm
Leoame gawve Mongan-lones a new
perspective sbout childreén and adopéion
He felt compelled o do something for the
children there. Shortly after returning o
Drubad, e heard foom Wiallsce that the
centre was in dine Ananeiad straits and
might have o elose within momths i it
didn’t receive maone funds, He sprang ialo
action, organising a charity dinner in
Devember that raised SI5000 DRSS, 1700
and enabled the orphanage o fund iself
for another two momths. In e meantime,
he contacted the Dubad Al amd
Hurmanitarian City (o consider steps for
selting up an orpanisstion in the UAE io
support the cenire. He was fortunate vel
again, The charity, also called All As One,
wis recently approved and Morgan-Tones,
the UAE dircctor amd chicf wlumtecr
a5 hee quips) ks full of enthysissm sbow
spreading e mesige anownd the
country, Mier yel ansther successiul
charity dinmer in Aarch,

He telks mie thot he's lonking for
velunteers from different felds, including
[ournalism - he s this in o very poeinted
wary = anwd [ ask myself if this
tremenclogsly passionate man will end
up perstinding me to be mone than jusi
avolunteer of his charity onzantsaion



