06 | HOME NEWS

EmirtesToday’ February 18 | 2007

Blood Diamond will help keep
war orphans off mean streets

M All proceeds from special screening will go to charity Il All As One hopes it will put Sierra Leone back on the map

LARINA KHAN
NEWS REPORTER
A special screening of block-
buster Biooed Dramond is being
held tomorrow in the hope
that a rerclling of Sierra
Leone’s forgoticn war wiall
open minds and wallets for
people in oeed in the mpov-
erished naieon.

Warner Brothers and dis-
tributor Shooting S1ars have
given permission for  the
wrecning o benefit All As
O,

Clinestar Theatres will give
proceeds from tickes sold for
s 250-capaciy theatre &t

——

Mall of the Emirates o the
charity. The DéhM) ticker price
will include viewing of the
movie that siars Leonardo
DiCapric and  Jennifer
Connelly, popeorn and a
drink

Al As One’s Dubai office
funds an crphanage for vic-
tims of Skerra Leons's 10-year
envil war, which saw the death
of 200,000 and the displace-
ment of coumtless others,

Matthew  AMongan-Jones,
Drirector of All As One, Dubai,
sabed: “Biood Degaread s based
on the cwvil war in Sierra
Leone. Lots of people have
heard abour the war, bug the

film puts it in visual context.

“The children in  our
orphanage in Sierra Leone ane
paving the price of that war,”

“This s a special film for
us, We hope 1t will put Swerra
Leone back on the map. I’
still one of the poorcst coun-
tries in the world.

“The problems char the
country had before the war -
high unemployment and ma-
rernal mortality — have mot im-
proved,” sasd Mongan-Jones.

Sierra Leone is Hsted in dhe
United MNavon: Human De-
welopment Index as being the
waorld's second waorst place to
five, In the civil war in the

1990%, an csiemated 15,000
children were affected, with
aboat 10,000 recruited as sol-
diers and 10,000 abducied for
sexual slavery amdd foreed
labowr, Thouwsands are ndw
orphaned and sbandoned.

The charity is facing a mas-
sive funding shortage that the
special sereening will only par-
mally reduce.

“We siill have quite a box of
work o do. But we are saill
hand 1o mouth. The orphane-
age in Sierra Leone survives
by the fund radsing we do in
Dubar, We only have enough
money toe  run  throogh
Moarch,” said Morgan-Joncs.

I

The screening and the All
As One Charity Dinner arWali
City on March 22 wall bene-
fit the orphans on Sicrra
Leone's mean sirects.

"We will be ssking people
1o first warch the flm vo raise
awarencss af the siuation in
Sierra Leone.

“We will also be handing
oui iInformaiion on owr child
sponeorship prOgramme
andd the children-for-children
programme, where schools
and parenis involve their chil-
dren and students in chanty
work by rasing funds [or onc
of the orphans,” added
Morgan-Jomcs.
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