www.7days.as/melrolile

THURSDAY 23RD MARCH 2006

ivVle

GOT A STORY TO TELL? EMAIL FEATURES@IDAYS.AE

N
L L

P

You can give a kid a chance at life

An orphanage in war-torn Sierra Leone is desperate for funds to help thousands of kids unlikely to live past five years of age
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[ you hiappened to be situated in

thie middle of an orphanage in

Alrica and saw tiny little babics
with ATDS struggling for their lves,
and child upon Lhiﬁ being lefi
abandoned in graveyards and on the
stepsof the arphanage each day,
whial woulcd you dof
Probably the same as Matthew
Morgan-Jones has done. Matthew
through his work wilh the Body
Shop i 2000, found himself
partaking in community
involvement work in orphanages in
South Africa and what he saw there
prompted him to take further moves
o help the sullering childnen he
encountered. He set out to adopt
two children,
“I hadd abways thought of adopting,
but seeing first hand the dire
sitiation for abandanec ancl
orphaned children in Africa really
brought it home. It is so emationally
draining to witness,” says Matthew,
Matthew came back to Dubai
and immediately began the
long process involved in
adopting children. Through
research he came actoss an
orphanage in Sierra Leone,
Africa called All As One,
whao were open to
international adoption.
Alter lengthy paper-work

MOVIN® MELVIN

Also onthe theme of giving
a‘home and some hope 1o
those people inneed, Texan
born. singing and dancing
sanzation Melvin Brown will
perforn at Dubal Pole and
Equestrian Club at The
Arabian Ranches on Friday
24 March, in & bid to raise
monay for his cngoing
project to help homeless
paople in Texas, LUISA,
Tickets cost dhsi20,
inclusive of buffet. For maore
inforrmation contact Sian:
Uﬁﬂ Ei-ll]‘I'EMG or Dubﬂl Palo

Matthew made his way over to
Sierra Leone, where it took twio
maonths to complete the adoption
Fmecsn, before he could return

e with an-ene e little two-
vear old boy called Danda and a
beautifil little ginl called Magda,
Matthew is determined to build
awareness for the All As One
orphanage, where he adopted his
kids, because there are plenty more
arphaned children grriving there
every day that need help and
support and love, He is organising a
charity ball on 30 March in an effort
to save the orphanced children of
Sierra Leone,

“It is because of the intervention of

All As Cine, that my children are alive

ot today, and 1 am

hoping the kind hearts of Dubai will
share in my plight to save this
orphanage, and in turn the dozens
ol children it saves from poverty,
famine, the tragedy of war and
alrmost certain death,” savs Malihiea,
"By just booking ene seat, it will
enable a child to be homed and
cared for, for several months,”

The situalion in Serria Losone is
drustic. It is ranked as one of the

poorest and least developed

counires i the world, according to
the LN, Since 1991, the war has
displaced at least one gquarter of
Sierra Leone’s population. In the
recent past, a heavy concentration
of TIN forces has kepl the country
relatively peaceful - but in
December 2005 these troops finally
lelt Sierra Leone, In the meantime,
the burden of over one million
returning refugees, large numbers of
discharged child soldiers, tens of
thousands of children left homeless
and living on the street has
overwhelmed any existing
government wellare programmes,
The country is in chaos, with no
health services and no social
wellare, Only three out of five babies
survive past the age of five years old,
and of these children that do survive
there life expectancy is only untl 34
years. There is something in the

blan

recnge of 15,000 1o 20,000 soeet
children scavenging the streets for
food in Freetown, the capital of
Sierra Leone alone.
“In Freetown T was horrified, S0
many stories, but one that v,tands
out was seeing a little eight year-old
boy cleaning oul human excrement
{rom the street drains as his job o
survive. Mo gloves, no protective
clothing, just a buckel which he
carried on his bead,” says Matthew.
“We him some food. TTe was:
completely expressinnless,
Like he had lost the will to live. He
was only eight-years-old.”
Muost kids in orphanages in Serria
Loeone have suffered either ahuosive
backgrounds or other
tremendous
hardships. Their
chance of
survival is slim
and their
chance of &
happy

frsi o

existence in the short space of time
they dolive s even slimmer,

The All As One orph in Serria
Loeone gives a flicker of light to.a
few ::I:rilﬁln, bt it is running out of
money. It momentarily deals with
day-1o-tlay events in crisis
management, because of lack of
funds and this sifuation is not
condiicive W proper planning and
gn.-mg the best potential care it can

'Wl'm: All Ax One needs is to find
corporations or individualsto -
commit o sponsoring a porlion of
the orphanage’s monthly budget A
commitment of any portion of the .
budget would be extremely helpful
and ensure that children like Dauda
and Magda get the food, healthicare
and atlention and love they need
and deserve,

CHARITY BALL

The Charity Ball for the All As One
orphanage in Semia Loene takes
place on 30 March at the Shangri-
La Hatel in Dubai. The theme is
black tie with a hint of Africa. For
fickets and further information
contact Matthew Morgan-Jones
on 050 6543126 ar
matthew@allasone.org
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‘Orphane

‘Three-year-old Dauda and
ane-and-a-half  year old
Magda (right) are iwo
happily adopted children
living amongst the fancy
yvachts and skyscrupers of
metropolitan Dubai.

It dsa far ory from (heir

homeland, Sierra Leone in

Africa. Before coming to

Dubai, Dauda and Magda

were  orphaned children
living at the All As One
Jorphanage in Sierra Leone, a
country where only three of
out of every five babies
survive past the age of five,

After g spell of community .

work in orphanages in South
Alrica, their adopted father,
Matthew felt a compelling
urge to help the orphaned
children of Africa, so he
adopted Dauda and Magila,
He desecribes his (ime in
sierra Leone as ‘emotionally
draining’, which opened his
BYESL

In Sierra Leone, thesiiuation
i dire.  Eleven. vears of
violent civil war has left the
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country in turmoil, with op
20,000 homeless sireet-
children roaming Freetown,
the capital city of  Sierea
Leope, Many ol the street-

children have no hands,

hecause  rebel gangs  cul
them off if they refuse to join
them.

Some children - like Dauda
and Magda - miraculously
find themselves al he All As
One orphanage. With 15
childrenn crammed into a
roomand & constant
shortage of food, funds
supplies, good healthcare
and staff - il is no holiday

‘home, but it is a safer refuge
‘for children than the sireets,

Bui with no governmental
support, All As One is inoa
seriols | financial | crisis.
Unless it receives immediate
funding to pay rent and siall
S?Eﬁﬁﬁ’ :‘dildl bu_vd gcu:u:l.
clut , vitamnins and drugs
for the children; it will Er-
forced to close down and the
children will be furned ooto
e streel.
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SUM AND SAND:
Dauda and Magda (left)

play with their sdopted
| dad Matthew on a Dubai

hqice thdrink_
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