
Your guide to seeing the trail right around the clock!
LIGHT MOVES

BUYERS GUIDE LIGHTS

Tested

N ight riding is a 
yearlong pursuit. 
But now that we 
are into winter, it 
can become more 

of a necessity for your mid-week 
MTB fix. Beyond that, if you ride 
to work you’ll have needed some 
lights for the past month unless 
you work gentleman’s hours.

You can find lights that are 
enough to be seen, to ones that 
will guide aircraft in to land. 
From our experience, it is hard 
to get by off-road without a light 
of about 800 lumens. But let’s 
clarify that first. A few years ago, 
something that bright would be 
fairly high-powered. Now, a new 
light with that output might be 

aimed at the commuter market, 
and not have the spread that you 
would want for mountainbiking 
– where your handlebars rarely 
point in the precise direction you 
would like to be seeing.

Some people prefer one light, 
others two. A light on your ’bars 
and helmet is a premium set-up 
that accounts for twisty trails 

and seeing over drops and logs.
If you can only run one, aim for 

a head-mounted unit. It is more 
weight on your head and neck, 
but you will feel far more at ease 
when out on the trails.

If you’re going on fairly easy 
trails, a ’bar-mounted light will 
suffice, and you can always add 
a headlight later on.

LEZYNE DECA DRIVE – 800 LUMEN
Price $179.95
From www.
Burn Time 90min – 16hr (Flash)
The Lezyne Deca is a little brother to the Mega Drive, topping out at a steady 
and bright 800 lumens from the three super-bright LEDs. While it lacks the 
highest power of the Mega, there is plenty of light on offer alone for taking 
firetrails on at night, or team it up with a helmet light for fast off-road riding 
or racing.

FULL BEAM FUSION SPEEDLED
Price $650
From www.
Burn Time 4-5hr onwards
Handlebar-mounted lights have some limitations in what you can see – but with 
3000 lumens on offer the Fusion SpeedLED from Full Beam does an admirable 
job of casting light as far as you can see. With three LED bulbs pumping out the 
light, the programmable light get’s about 4-5 hours use, but that depends how 
you program it. As it’s a single unit, with very high power, it is not as compact as 
other ’bar only lights, but with such rugged construction 

LEZYNE MEGA DRIVE – 1200 LUMEN
Price $229.95
From www.
Burn Time 80min – 15hr (Flash)
It’s hard to mistake a Lezyne product due to their neat design. This self-contained 
handlebar mount rotates on its fixing point so you can see straight even with the 
most swept ’bars. Running from flashing to 1200 lumens, it’s bright enough to see 
where you’re going at speed, within the limits of a ’bar mount. The beam pattern 
is really good, with a good spot in the centre. The battery can be replaced, for 
really long ride, or just product life.

CATEYE VOLT – 1200 LUMEN
Price $249.95
From www.
Burn Time 2hr – 17.5hr (250 lumens)
Cateye have put a great little light together with the Volt. It’s a neat package, 
although a little larger than the Lezyne units, and uses two LEDs not three. It 
achieves a great burn time on the full 1200 lumens and, unless you are cruising 
along a firetrail, that’s the setting to run. The beam pattern is broad, but not 
enough to negate the need for a headlight in the twistier sections. The mount 
is basic but easy to switch tool-free between bikes. Like the Lezyne units, the 
Cateye seems like a great commuting light which can serve double duty as a 
MTB light when working with a helmet mounted unit. 
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LIGHT AND MOTION SECA 2000 RACE
Price $649
From www.
Burn Time 1.5hr – 6hr (low)
The Seca 2000 Race is just one model from the Performance Line of lights from 
Light and Motion. Aimed at off road racing, it can be run from 575 – 2000 lumens, 
using six LEDs. As it’s able to be mounted on your handlebars or helmet, it’s 
a highly versatile light for casual or competitive use.

GLOWORM X2 V3.0
Price NZ$329
From www.
Burn Time 2.5hr – 48hr (dim)
The bigger brother to the X1, the X2 has two bulbs that burn brightly – up to 
1500 lumens on the highest output. While still featuring an alloy construction, 
the weight is a paltry 80g – and that’s important if it’s going to be on your head 
for any length of time. User-programmable modes and a remote switch make you 
the master of your nighttime domain – being it commuting, trail riding or racing. 
The light can be mounted on the front of your helmet for clearance, up top, or 
on your handlebars with the provided hardware.

SERFAS TSL-2500 HEAD LIGHT
Price $439.95
From www.
Burn Time 1.75hr – 7.5hr (low)
With 2500 lumens of power at your fingertips, this four LED unit can be fitted to 
your helmet or handlebars, and charged via mains power or USB. There’s a wired 
remote switch so you can change the mode when using the headlight, between 
Overdrive, High, Medium, Low and Flash modes.

GLOWORM XS V1.0
Price NZ$429.95
From www.
Burn Time 2hr – 36hr (dim)
The latest light from Gloworm. Low weight and small unit size. The three LED 
bulbs that crack out 2200 lumens inside their aluminum housing weighing 110g. 
The kit comes with ’bar and helmet mounts, plus a headstrap and remote switch. 
The programs and changeable optics remain – there’s just more light on offer.

SERFAS TSL-1000T FRONT AND REAR LIGHT
Price $349.95
From www.
Burn Time 2hr – 17.5hr (low)
This combo packs up to 1000 lumens and can be used on the ’bars or on your 
helmet. What’s novel, is the battery pack has an integrated taillight. Using two 
LEDs, the head unit is tiny thanks to aluminum construction. We see this as a 
brilliant handlebar set-up to be paired with a helmet light for a really neat package. 

GLOWORM X1 V2.0
Price NZD$249
From www.
Burn Time 2.25hr – 48hr (dim)
Boasting 950 lumens from a single 58g unit is astounding. While it only comes as 
a head-mounted unit, a quick release handlebar mount is available for dual use. 
Via the use of three interchangeable optics you can have a spot, superspot or 
flood pattern. This isn’t an on-the-fly adjustment though. With programmable 
settings and sturdy alloy construction, this is a fantastic versatile light to get 
started with. Do note that a handlebar mount isn’t included, but can be bought.
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