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D E S I G N E R ’ S  L E T T E R

LETTER FROM CHIEF DESIGNER,
ROBERTO FRAGA
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The creative process is a cluster of  emotions: It’s exciting, fascinat-
ing, and frustrating at times. It’s hard to explain how this process 
works for me—I get inspiration from everyday life and feel a
connection to my designs and the people who wear them.

Over dinner a good friend asked what advice from my father had 
been the most influential to me. I quickly replied “Work hard and 
dream big”. I have always tried to live by those words, and try to 
apply them to all aspects of  my life. It’s wonderful to see the hard 
work and the big dream come alive in Sottomarino!

Thank you for making Sottomarino a success. I hope you enjoy 
wearing our watches as much as we enjoy making them.
 
Ciao,
Roberto Fraga
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B E G I N N I N G S

INSPIRATION FROM

ITALY
Watches are more than timepieces for Sottom-
arino chief  designer, Roberto D. Fraga. They 
are true wonders of  mechanical movement—
fusions of  design. He firmly believes that the 
right watch can become a precious treasure 
that connects a family through the generations.

The youngest son of  an immigrant family, 
Roberto is a self-proclaimed watch addict. His 
father, Hugo, was a master watchmaker and the 
family’s deep roots in watch design and repair 
captured Roberto’s interest from an early age. 

When only 12, he apprenticed under his father 
working with timepieces. Roberto quickly de-
veloped a love for the way intricate mechanics 
and design aesthetics could be forged into a 
single device. His dexterity in this field enabled 
him to progress steadily through his appren-
ticeship, and by 15 years of  age, he was
repairing clocks full-time. 

Continuing on his journey to become a horol-
ogist, Roberto sought inspiration from special-
ists in other crafts. “I found an appreciation 
for architectural design and exotic cars,” he 
recalls. “It fueled me to customize my own 
650-horsepower V10 engine in my sports car 
as a young man.”

As his experience deepened, Roberto began 
assembling an extensive watch collection. He 
dedicated himself  to buying, restoring and 
brokering rare and interesting timepieces. 
Each watch Roberto collected from around 
the globe presented him with rich history and 

Roberto in Piazza del Duomo, Florence, Italy. 

“In Italy, passion for design is 
evident wherever you look. 
This passion is reflected in every
last Sottomarino detail.”

“I was inspired by the bold lifestyle and 
the importance of  fashion in every day 
life...from what people were wearing , to 
the Italian architectural style...”

The Porto Azzurro, an Italian name meaning “Blue 
Harbor” is just one of  the many collections which was 
inspired by Roberto’s European travels.

new discoveries. They also underscored two truths. First, 
distinctive timepieces are designed in ways that reflect the 
world around them. Second, the greatest watches become 
true keepsakes.

Roberto spent time living abroad and traveled extensively, 
visiting places such as Vietnam, Argentina, Hong Kong, 
Switzerland, Singapore, and France. Through all his travels, 
Roberto connected most with the people of  Italy and 
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relished their way of  life. Florence, Tuscany, Rome, and 
Genoa all became special destinations that spoke to him in 
unique ways.

“It’s not hard to be inspired as you explore Italy,” insists 
Roberto. “You’ll stand face-to-face with some of  the world’s 
most iconic images from history: the Coliseum of  Ancient 
Rome, the medieval Leaning Tower of  Pisa, Michelangelo’s 
David and Botticelli’s Venus, and the Trevi Fountain. Beyond 
these famous sights, though, Italy offers Europe’s richest cul-
ture. Traditions still live within a country that is vibrant and 
fully modern.”

Drawing from his new muse, Roberto sought to create an ex-
ceptional line of  watches capturing the robust Italian lifestyle. 
Named for the Italian word for “submarine,” Sottomarino 
tries to incorporate the elemental attachment human beings 
have to nature with their ability to tame and “Conquer the 
Elements”.

Demonstrating Roberto’s lasting love for Italy, each watch 
in the three main collections is named for Italian words or 
phrases. Some embrace finesse while others are focused on 
performance. But they all share the Italian inspiration that 
informs their design and capabilities.

“I was inspired by the bold lifestyle and the importance of  
fashion in everyday life,” says Roberto. “From what people 
were wearing, to the Italian architectural style, with its high-
ly diverse and eclectic range in architectural designs and the 
roaring sound of  the Maquinas Italiana, the super-aggressive 
sport cars designs. In Italy, passion for design is evident 
wherever you look. This passion is reflected in every last 
Sottomarino detail.”

While Sottomarino watches are high-quality timepieces, 
Roberto ensures that they are competitively priced so that a 
wide range of  clients can enjoy his work. As more people are 
able to enjoy these Sottomarino creations, more memories 
will be made from the watches, allowing them to mean 
something special to others.

All leather for Sottomarino watchbands is selected by hand in Italy to ensure correct color and style.Italian architecture has played a key role in Sottomarino watch designs. 

The statue of Neptune holding his trident inspired the unique second hand distinct 
to certain Sottomarino watches.
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ANFIBIO COLLEC T ION

C O N Q U E R  T H E  E L E M E N T S

Perfectly adapted for life in and out of  the water, the Anfibio is 
patterned after the rugged performance of  armored amphibious
 vehicles—allowing you to find adventure above or below sea level.

$375    |    Water Resist: 100 Meters   |    Case Width: 48 mm S O T T O M A R I N O W AT C H E S . C O M
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SEA, LAND, AIR

Sottomarino watches are divided into three main collections: Sea, Land and Air. These cate-
gories say much about the attributes of  the watch collections within them. The “Sea” watches 
were designed to handle the duress of  ocean life. The watches in Sottomarino’s “Land” col-

lection take on a more bold and rugged personality, while the “Air” pieces employ 
specifications that make them valuable assets to pilots.

COLLECTIONS
SHAPING THE

C O L L E C T I O N S
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dedicated to reliability, while its exterior has 
vintage Italian aesthetics. 

Another timepiece inspired by military precision 
is the Orca, which gets its unique look from the 
instrument panels used in submarines. Then 
also, the Mostro XL is named for the Italian 
word for large ocean creature—this newer 
model provides all the same features as its 
best-selling predecessor the Mostro, but on a 
grander scale. Finally, the Obló is an acclaimed 
timepiece that employs a mechanical-wind 
movement to harness its owner’s energy. These 
are only a few of  the “Sea” collections available 
for your acquatic adventures.

You can trust that each Sea watch is engineered 
to handle the duress of  ocean life, employing 
the latest technology at a reasonable price. With 
features like screw-down crowns, precision 
three-hand date movement, and enhanced water 
resistance, they’re primed and ready for your 
next expedition.

12 | Explore Sottomarino  | 

Submarine control panel dials, which inspired dial design on watch collections such as the Orca. 

UNDER THE

S E A
Whether diving at the Great Barrier Reef, 
navigating a shipwreck in Micronesia, or ex-
ploring an uncharted cenote on the Yucatán, 
once you descend below the surface, your 
equipment becomes your lifeline. Reliable 
instruments have always been essential in the 
demanding world of  underwater exploration.

The watches in the Sottomarino Sea 
collection are designed to be a trusted asset 
on your next dive. Each watch combines the 
latest dive innovation with proven features. 
This intricate technology is harnessed by 
intuitive controls, so your watch is as 
practical as a well-fitting dive mask and as 
easy to use as your favorite regulator.

While Sottomarino watches are crafted to 
withstand extreme conditions, they still 
incorporate the refined look of  Italian 
fashion. After all, you have to come back to 
the surface sometime. These classic time-
pieces are designed to conquer the elements, 
but they’ll still send a clear message of  
sophistication at your next cocktail party.

Take the Pro Series (generations I, II, and 
III—generation I featured at right), which 
are in a league of  their own. These watches 
not only look classic and professional, but 
they also have the necessary features to be 
valuable diving companions. They are 
coveted for their advanced components, 
namely a helium escape valve and stainless 
steel body which provide professional-grade 
water resistance.

Also the rugged Anfibio, which gets its name 
and personality from military amphibious 
vehicles, is an excellent example of  both 
form and function. Its inner workings are 

PRO SERIES I: The first generation of  the Pro Series, this 
model is a 2000 Meter dive watch with a helium escape 
valve, screw-down crown, and subdials.

S M 9 0 0 0 5 - B
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cars is the Linea Rossa, which means “red line” in 
Italian. It sports an undeniably sleek design remi-
niscent of  a high-revving sports car’s tachometer, 
complete with a hidden crown.

With its effortless style and rugged capabilities, 
the Stero collection (pictured at right) is based on 
the precise functions of  military hand radios and 
has ultra-reliable three-hand date movement.

The Land collection also contains a number of  
watches made specifically for women. A favorite 
is the Monza, named for the Italian town famous 
for its Grand Prix motor racing circuit and 
vibrant nightlife. Chic and stylish, this 
gorgeous timepiece delivers three-hand date 
movement and a screw-down crown in a 
beautifully sculpted bezel featuring channel set 
stones.

Offering rugged features and effortless style, 
these watches strike the rare balance required 
by many modern adventurers, who are just as 
comfortable in the boardroom as they are at base 
camp.

STERO: Highlights include a screw-down crown 
and stainless steel body that give it water resis-
tance up to 100 meters. 

UPON THE

LAND
The Land collection from Sottomarino is dedicated 
to empowering your active lifestyle. Land has always 
served as the home base for all your adventures, and 
deserves a selection of  timepieces that reflect its bold 
style and intensity. 

Whatever your passion, these signature timepieces 
support it by melding style and utility with rugged 
features. They employ many of  the elements that make 
our dive and aviation watches so desirable. From 
diver-approved water resistance to aviation-grade 
mechanical movementst, the Land collection does 
anything but keep you grounded.

However, Sottomarino craftsmen aren’t content 
to simply focus on function. Their watches boast 
a singular style influenced by Italian fashion, while 
their sturdy construction is reflective of  iconic 
monuments such as the Coliseum of  Ancient 
Rome or the medieval Leaning Tower of  Pisa. 
The durability of  these collections ensure they’ll 
withstand the elements and the test of  time.

Included in the Land collection is the Torino, 
named for one of  Italy’s most lively cities, which 
boasts head-turning aesthetics and features. 
Another best-selling Land collection watch is 
the Veloce, modeled after the legendary super 
cars of  Italy. It’s an elite timepiece with precision 
components and a carbon fiber dial with chrono-
graph movement. Also inspired by Italy’s super 

The Sottomarino Land collections are designed to perform in bold and challenging environments.

Spare fuel, compass, watch—check. Escape route—to be determined. Sottomarino is ready to follow wherever your travels lead.
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ble attention to detail. They make bold statements and 
ensure a good first impression. And although they’re 
hardworking timepieces, they make it look effortless.

There’s the Pilotare II (pictured at right), which is 
modeled after the legendary watches worn by the 
pilots of  WWII. Its leather band and classic stainless 
steel case are a nod to these roots. A more modern 
take on aviation is manifested in the Elica, which cap-
tures the unbridled style of  performance aircraft and 
delivers impressive features at a value price.

Most importantly, the Sottomarino Air collection 
honors aviation heritage while also incorporating the 
precision elements of  modern flight. Each watch is 
created with a commitment to quality that ensures it 
is more than merely an accessory for pilots—it can 
be a crucial asset. Drawing from the sleek lines and 
intricate functions of  aircraft, the Air collection truly 
belongs in the same family of  words as “spirit,” “in-
spire,” and now—“la bella figura.”

PILOTARE II: This collection boasts a three-hand 
date movement and leather band which harkens back 
to its wartime heritage.

Inside the cockpit: An inspiration to the dials featured in the Sottomarino Air collection.

UP IN THE

A I R
The power of  flight has always captivated the 
human mind. Centuries before Lindbergh landed in 
Paris or Yeager broke the sound barrier, words like 
“spirit,” “inspire,” and “aspire” evolved from “spi-
rare,” the Latin word for air. These words are more 
than just a linguistics lesson; they’re evidence of  
how the boundless sky lifted us to greater heights 
even before human flight was technologically pos-
sible.

Chief  designer Roberto D. Fraga draws upon this 
centuries-old inspiration in the Air collection, art-

fully infusing the watches with modern fashion. Fraga 
has spent years flying all over the world and uses his 
international experiences as a basis for developing the 
Sottomarino brand. While he has explored diverse 
places like Argentina, Vietnam, China, Singapore, 
Switzerland, and Spain, it’s the sophisticated culture 
of  Italy that most influences his watch designs.

“One of  my favorite sayings is ‘La Dolce Vita,’” he 
explains. “It’s Italian for ‘the good life’ and is evident 
in the Italian fashion style. Italy is one of  the leading 
countries in fashion design, and it has always been 
an important part of  the country’s cultural life and 
society. Italians are well known for their attention of  
dressing well; ‘la bella figura,’ or ‘good impression,’ 
remains traditional in the Italian way of  living!”

This fashionable element is evident in Air collection 
watches, with their streamlined designs and impecca-

Wristwatches became a crucial tool for airmen operating during WWII and continue to assist pilots in their travels today.

S M 1 0 3 3 9 - C



      “We understand that our customers may never see the inside of  their watches; 
however, we still take pride in all our repairs and would be proud to walk anyone 
through the entire process. We guarantee that any watch sent in to our service center 
will be given the full attention and care it deserves.”

–Dan Fraga, VP of  Technical Training 
& Co-Founder

AuThorIzED SErvIcE cENTEr for

NEED A FIX?

PrEcISIoNTIMECO.coM/rEPAIr
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water. Light streaming down from the hole in 
the rocky ceiling illuminates the sapphire blue 
water. The experience is otherworldly.

The secret to the unique environment in the 
Crater is a hot spring originating more than a 
mile beneath the surface of  the earth. As the 
water slowly makes its way upward, it gathers 
minerals along the way. These minerals are 
then deposited above the surface as travertine, 
which is a porous rock that resembles hardened 
lava. The process has been going on for rough-
ly 10,000 years and the mineral-rich travertine 
has grown into the imposing dome over the 

pool. At 55 feet high and 400 feet wide 
at the base, it’s the largest dome of  its 
kind in the area.

Although the hole in the dome’s roof  
allows fresh air to percolate in the 
Crater, the spring-fed water maintains 
a constant temperature. Night or day, 
summer or winter, the water is no cool-
er than 90 degrees and no hotter than 
96 degrees. The pleasant temperature, 
combined with the water’s impressive 
clarity, draws visitors from around the 
world.

F E AT U R E  S TO RY

Director Danny Boyle’s film 127 Hours, which 
told the true story of  Aron Ralston’s survival 
after his arm was pinned by a boulder in a desert 
canyon, captivated audiences worldwide and was 
nominated for six Academy Awards. One scene 
in the film that particularly fascinated viewers 
featured Ralston and friends swimming in a 
luminescent, subterranean pool of  water. Many 
wondered if  such a stunning place actually exist-
ed. Not only is the mystical pool a real location, 
but Sottomarino took a trip there and descended 
into its depths to experience it firsthand.

To clarify, the pool featured in 127 Hours 
isn’t located in Blue John Canyon, Utah 
where the film is set. It’s actually a few hun-
dred miles north, in the mountain town of  
Midway, Utah. Known locally as the Cra-
ter, the geothermal pool is hidden inside a 
rocky dome that towers over it like a volca-
no. When it was discovered more than 100 
years ago, the only access point was a gaping 
opening at the top of  the dome. Daring 
locals would rappel down with ropes to 
explore the mysterious cavern.

For those visiting the Crater today, the 
process isn’t nearly as risky. A tunnel has 
been created at base of  the dome, allowing 
easy access to the subterranean chamber 
at ground level. Once inside, custom-built 
decks make it simple to get right up to the 

IN THE HEART OF THE
PRO SERIES III

Left: Entrance to the Crater.   Above: The geothermal pool maintains a constant warm temperature year-round.

CRATER

1 0 0 0  M  D I V EP RO  S E R I E S  I I I
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Knowing that this would be an ideal location to 
put Sottomarino to the test, we took our latest 
dive model into the Crater for an adventure of  
its own. The collection we put on the spot: The 
Pro Series III. This latest version of  the Pro Se-
ries is rated at 1000 meters water resistance, and 
is equipped for the pressure of  deep underwater 

dives with a helium release valve. The non-corro-
sive stainless steel and ion-plated casing also offers 
duribility and protects the precision chronograph 
movement, which is particualrly important when the 
watch is frequently subjected to the high mineral lev-
els and naturally corrosive composition of  sea water.

“The Pro Series III not only 
met our diving expectations—it 
surpassed them.”

Of  course, most visitors come to the Crater to 
do more than look at the water.

For those who want to get more active in the 
Crater, there are a numerous exciting options. 
Homestead Resort offers paddle board yoga 
classes that have gained popularity over the years. 
There are no other warm water yoga venues like 
this in the nation and many participants insist 
that the mineral rich water eases aching muscles 
and aids in relaxation. Each hour-long session 
brings rejuvenating bliss.

For a more adventurous stint in the Crater, 
snorkeling offers a way to uncover more of  
the Crater’s mysteries. A rental shop inside the 
tunnel has all the gear you’ll need. It’s fascinating 
to explore the inner dome and gaze down into 
the depths of  the Crater. The excellent visibility 
allows for plenty of  interesting sights even from 
the surface.

Not surprisingly, visitors who want to truly im-
merse themselves in the Crater are quick to point 
out that scuba diving is the way to go.

S M 9 0 0 1 0 - A
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hourglass, the underwater cavern is an archeological 
treasure-trove and a geological wonder. The miner-
al-rich walls bear the marks from thousands of  years 
of  geothermal forces and tell a story that visitors 
will not soon forget. Whether basking in the glowing 
water on the surface or probing its mysterious depths, 
the Crater offers those who venture in an experience 
like no other.

STRUMENTO COLLEC T ION

C O N Q U E R  T H E  E L E M E N T S

Drawing inspiration from the high-visibility gauges used in 
airplane cockpits, this piece boldly displays its three-hand 
date movement and textured dial. Part of  the “Air” collec-
tion, the Sottomarino Strumento is always ready for action.

$199    |    Water Resist: 100 Meters   |    Case Width: 47 mm

The Pro Series III not only met our diving expec-
tations—it surpassed them. It emerged from the Cra-
ter with no signs of  wear or tear on the exerior while 
performing flawlessly below water. The strap had 
a comfortable yet secure feel on the wrist, and the 
watch was lightweight and not at all distracting. The 
large, luminous markers allowed excellent visibility 
underwater, especially in the darkness of  the Crater. 

We were pleased with the performance of  the Pro 
Series III at the Crater, but there’s no doubt that for 
any diver wearing any dive watch, the descent into 
this landmark is one to remember. Shaped like an 

Above: Who’s afraid of a little water? The Pro Series III collection is perfectly suited for both underwater and on-land exploration. 

SOT TOMARINOWATCHES.COM



MARINE-GRADE
STAINLESS

STEEL
While typical stainless steel may be strong enough to protect your 
cash and un-cork your wine, our 316L marine-grade stainless steel 
trumps the standard 304 grade in strength and longevity. With its 
higher resistance to pitting and crevice corrosion, this material 
ensures that our stainless steel watches are not only fashionable 

but also durable.

M A T E R I A L  M A N I A

* * ** * *

M AT E R I A L  M A N I A

IT’S ALL
 MATERIAL,

BABY
It’s time to judge a book by its cover as we check out a few of  the ex-
ternal materials and finishes that make Sottomarino watches both stylish 
and sturdy. Under the spotlight in this edition: The Avanti collection, 
featuring marine-grade stainless steel, rose gold, and black ion plating.

F A S H I O N  F O R W A R D
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Black represents independence and boldness, leaving with those 
who wear it an air of  authority and power. Sottomarino’s black ion 
plated watches have a sleek, refined finish fused with a solid metal 
core. Whether on your wrist or in your hand, black is a staple accent 

color that will always command attention.

BLACK
ION PLATING

M A T E R I A L  M A N I A

* * ** * *

ROSE GOLD
Our rose gold watches are made using the ion plating process of  ad-
vanced surface finishing. The rose gold color is fused on the surface with 
the underlying material, retaining strength beneath the desired shine. A 
hot color for spring/summer 2014, you can’t go wrong building your 

collection of  rose gold accessories this season. 

* * * * * *

M AT E R I A L  M A N I A
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L A DY  L O V E
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Think Sottomarino is a brand only for men? Think again. Our growing collec-
tion of  ladies’ watches features a variety of  styles that provide the quality and 
value Sottomarino is known for. From bezels with baguettes to sporty silicone 
bands, Sottomarino is gaining the love of  the ladies.

Lady
Love

S O T T O M A R I N O W AT C H E S . C O M

MONZA

Collection spotlight: Sottomarino Monza (SM62603)
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VELA ROSSA COLLEC T ION

C O N Q U E R  T H E  E L E M E N T S

Offering time, date and chronograph with tachymeter, 
the precision mechanics of  the Vela Rossa are housed
within a solid titanium case  made to stand the test of  time.

$329    |    Water Resist: 100 Meters   |    Case Width: 49 mm SOT TOMARINOWATCHES.COM


