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“PAUL’S MISSION” 
(Text: Acts 9:1-28:31) 

 
Read:  Acts 9:1-7; 10-16 
 
•   The Bible opens with four phenomenal words: “In the beginning God . . .” 
 -  What follows after that is the most incredible story of all time:  GOD’S STORY. 
 
•  For the past 7 months we’ve been studying HIS STORY.  We’ve been reading together in a book 
called THE STORY, which is a wonderful journey through a chronological account of the Bible. 
 -  For the first time, many people are getting the BIG PICTURE of the Bible like never before. 
 
•  It begins with God creating the heavens and the earth and all the creatures of both sky and sea, all the 
planets and people . . . you name it, God created it. 
 -  None of it happened by accident.  It all took place on purpose: GOD’S PURPOSE. 
   
•  God created a magnificent, limitless universe and placed an indescribably beautiful sphere in the 
middle of it, called EARTH, so He would have a place for the people He would make in His image and 
likeness. 
 -  He created male and female, Adam and Eve, as the first man and woman. 
  •  They would be the recipients of His unconditional love, attention and affection. 
  •  He placed them in a gorgeous garden with everything they would ever need. 
 
•  God did all that because, more than anything else in the world, He wanted to have a relationship with 
man – with Adam and with Eve. 
 -  He told them to be “fruitful and multiply” because it was always His intent there would many 
 more people for Him to love than just the first two. 
 -  He also gave them the power to choose, so this relationship would be genuine and authentic. 
  •  If man was going to love God and that love be real, man would also need to have the   
  capability to make his own choices, even if that meant he would choose not to love God. 
 
Genesis 3:1 tells us the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made 
and he convinced Adam and Eve not to choose what God had told them to do. 
 -  And the “seed of sin” was brought not only into their lives but also into the entire world. 
 
•  Since that day, that same “seed of sin” has been passed on to all the offspring of Adam and Eve and to 
every one of us in this room. 
 -  Sin causes us to be separated from God.  It not only hurts our relationship with God, it fractures 
 it. 
 
THE REST OF THE STORY OF THE BIBLE IS REALLY NOT COMPLICATED. 
 -  It’s the unbelievable account of God’s love for man and how He will do whatever it takes to 
 have a relationship with us. 
 
•  The Bible is divided into two MAJOR SECTIONS: The Old Testament and New Testament. 
 -  God’s plan is very simple and easy to understand. 
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•  In the Old Testament, He starts a new nation called Israel. 
 -  Through the nation of Israel He is going to accomplish His purpose to get us back. 
 
•  He moves behind the scenes to protect, preserve and provide for a righteous remnant, a people who 
will worship Him and Him alone and who will reflect His glory and His righteousness. 
 -  A people through whom He can reveal Himself and ultimately through whom will come His 
 Son, the Messiah. 
 
•  When you open the first page of the New Testament you quickly discover the culmination of God’s 
plan in two words:  JESUS CHRIST (Matthew 1:1). 
 -  He was born in Bethlehem, the city of David, as the Savior of the whole world. 
 -  The first four books of the N.T., called the gospels, introduce us to Him and reveal to us that He 
 is none other that God Himself, come in human flesh (John 1:1). 
 
•  JESUS came for the express purpose of living a sinless life and dying on a cross for all those who had 
sinned or who would ever sin. 
 -  2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we 
 might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
Here’s the bottom line: 
•  God, the Father, looked upon the sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus, on the cross and said, “This 
sacrifice is sufficient as payment in full for the sins of the whole world.” 
 -  But, in order for it to apply to you and me, in order for us to be forgiven of our sins, we must be 
 in relationship with God. 
 -   And the only way to be in relationship with God is through JESUS. 
 
John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the father except 
through me.” 
 -  We must hear the message . . . believe it and receive it. 
 -  We must repent of our sin and be born again. 
 -  We must declare our faith in Christ Jesus as Lord not only with our lips but also by an obedient 
 life. 
 
•  We saw last week how God marvelously and miraculously communicated that story on the Day of 
Pentecost, when Peter, empowered by the Holy Spirit fearlessly declared, “God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 
 -  Instantly, the Bible says the people were “cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
 apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). 
 -  Acts 2:38 says, “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus 
 Christ for the forgiveness of sin.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
•  3,000 people were baptized that day and the church was born. 
       They immediately began to meet together and devoted themselves to four things: 
 1.    To Learn Together   
 2. To Do Life Together 
 3. To Care For One Another, 
 4. To Pray for Each Other 
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How would God get this message, this life-changing STORY about JESUS to the whole world? 
 -  The CHURCH! 
 -  God began with the nation of Israel in the O.T., but now He is working through the CHURCH. 
 
Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 
In Acts 1:8, He revealed how far He wanted the Story to go:  “But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” 
 -  Don’t get the idea that Jesus is interested in places.  He isn’t.  He’s interested in people. 
  
•  All people everywhere . . . from every tribe, tongue and nation on earth. 
 
•  It has always been the plan of God that the STORY, the good news of Jesus, be taken to the very ends 
of the earth and include every single person who has ever lived. 
 -  In Acts 1 – 7, we see the gospel permeating the city of Jerusalem. 
 -  In Acts 8 – 12, we see the gospel pushing into Judea and into Samaria.  
 -  In Acts 13 – 28, the gospel message of salvation in Christ alone is penetrating into the whole 
 world. 
 
I want you to notice THREE THINGS: 
(1) GOD CHOOSES UNUSUAL PEOPLE (Acts 9:1-31) 
 -  Someone once said, “How odd of God to choose the Jews.” 
 -  But in Acts 9, God makes a choice that is so out of character, it’s not enough to call it “unusual” 
 you really should say it was “bizarre.” 
 -  God chooses a man named SAUL of Tarsus. 
  •  If you don’t know much about Saul you need to know that he is as likely a candidate for this 
 position in God’s kingdom as Osama Bin Laden would’ve been as a candidate for President of the 
 United States. 
 -  He was a radical enemy of Christ and the church. 
  •  Acts 8:1 tells us when Stephen was being stoned to death because of his faith and his   
  faithfulness to God, “Saul was there, giving approval to his death.” 
 -  This was a man who persecuted Christians, threw them in jail, and consented to their deaths. 
 
•  But how many times have we seen, throughout history, where God makes an unusual choice by 
choosing the most unlikely person to fulfill His plan. 
 -  Choosing Abraham, the son of an idol maker, to be the father of God’s new nation. 
 -  Or choosing Sarah, a 90-year-old woman to give birth to Isaac.  (Abraham was 100.) 
 -  Choosing Jacob, a mama’s boy who lied and cheated. 
 -  Choosing Moses, who said he couldn’t speak.  Or Gideon who was a coward.  
 -  Or Samson, the he-man with a she-weakness. 
 -  Or Matthew who worked for the IRS or Peter who was impetuous and had a tendency to cuss. 
 
•  When God got a hold of Saul, He changed his life forever, including his name, to PAUL, and 
consequently the world has been changed as a result. 
  
 -  Paul realized he was both an unlikely and undeserving candidate to serve God. 
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1 Corinthians 15:9, “ I am the least of the Apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle 
because I persecuted the church of God.” 
 
•  But God told Ananias, “This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
their kings . . . I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”  (Acts 9:15-16) 
 
Romans 1:16, is Paul’s testimony, “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel because it is the power of God 
that brings salvation to everyone who believes:  first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
 
(1) GOD CHOOSES UNUSUAL PEOPLE.  (There’s hope for all of us.) 
(2) GOD USES UNUSUAL MEANS 
 -  Not only does God choose UNUSUAL PEOPLE but He also chooses UNUSUAL MEANS to 
 get THE STORY out to the whole world. 
 -  Notice the three-fold strategy God uses here; 
 
 (a) Paul 
  •  Why would God choose an ADVERSARY to be an AMBASSADOR? 
  •  Why would God select a MURDERER to be the world’s greatest MISSIONARY? 
 
Acts 9:15, “This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and 
before the people of Israel.” 
 
Acts 13:1-2, “In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers:  Barnabas, Simeon called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul (Paul).  
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul (Paul) for the work to which I have called them.’  So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed 
their hands on the and sent them off.” 
 
•  Paul went on 3 extraordinary missionary expeditions over a period of ten years, traveling 
approximately 8,100 miles (mostly on foot.) 
 -  There are 56 cities mentioned in the book of Acts and its been estimated that Paul or his 
 associates planted churches in more than 20 of those cities. 
 -  Our church today is literally a result of Paul’s church planting efforts and much of our New 
 Testament bears his signature. 
 -  He wrote the majority of the N.T., 13 books for sure and possibly 14 if you count Hebrews. 
 
 (b) Preaching 
  •  Everywhere Paul went he would teach and preach about Jesus. 
  •  Acts 14:1 says, “At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue.   
  There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed.” 
  •  Why Paul?  And why preaching?   
 
1 Corinthians 1:27, “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong.” 
  
•  God chooses UNUSUAL people and UNUSUAL means so everyone will know it’s not by their might 
or by their power, talent, skill set or gifts, but by God’s power this all happens.  (Zechariah 4:6) 
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1 Corinthians 1:21, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, 
God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.” 
  
 (a) Paul 
 (b) Preaching  
 (c) People  (People like you and me.) 
  •  That’s the church!  God uses people like us to get the message of the gospel to the world. 
  •  God chooses to entrust THE STORY to us.  (Can you get your arms around that concept?) 
 
Ephesians 5:25-27, “Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing 
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” 
 
Ephesians 3:20, “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.” 
 
•  God has chosen to use His Church, His people, you and I, to tell THE STORY of Jesus. 
 -  Our prayers, our participation, our loving, our giving, our serving, our teaching, our helping. 
 
•  Paul said, “I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some” 
(1Corinthians 9:22). 
 -  Paul said, “I’m willing to do whatever it takes to get people to JESUS.”  ARE YOU? 
  
Old Hymn:  
I love to tell the story, of unseen things above, of Jesus and His glory, Of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story, Because I know ‘tis true; It satisfies my longings, As nothing else can do. 
I love to tell the story, ‘Tis pleasant to repeat, What seems, each time I tell it, More wonderfully sweet. 
I love to tell the story, For some have never heard, The message of salvation, From God’s own Holy 
Word. 
I love to tell the story, For those who know it best, Seem hungering and thirsting, To hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, ‘Twill be the old, old story, That I have loved 
so long. 
I love to tell the story, ‘Twill be my theme in glory, To tell the old, old story, Of Jesus and His love. 
 
(1) GOD CHOOSES UNUSUAL PEOPLE.  (There’s hope for all of us.) 
(2) GOD USES UNUSUAL MEANS (Don’t ever say, “We’ve never done it that way before.”) 
 
One more . . . 
(3) GOD REFUSES TO TAKE “NO” FOR AN ANSWER 
 -  He wants to have a relationship with you – that’s His STORY – that’s HISTORY! 
  •  How God has done everything He can to have a relationship with His people – with you. 
 -  He wouldn’t take, “No” from Paul and He won’t take “No,” “Not yet,” or “Not now” from us. 
 
•  Paul’s mission is our mission – the mission of taking THE STORY of Jesus to a lost and dying world. 
 -  Are you on board?  Are you in?  Can you be counted on?  Will you help us get the STORY out? 
 -  It all begins with a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 


