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“NEW BEGINNINGS” 
(Text: Acts 2:41-47) 

 
ILL.  Do you know who JOHN SMITH is?  (“Which one?”) 
 -  The head coach at the University of Arkansas. 
 -  You may remember the University of Arkansas was hoping for a NEW BEGINNING after the 
previous coach, Bobby Petrino, was injured in a serious motorcycle accident last April. 
 - As a result of the accident, it was discovered he had a female rider with him who was not his wife 
or one of his two daughters.  Instead, it was a former Arkansas All-SEC volleyball player he’d hired 
barely a month earlier as a Student-Athlete Development Coordinator. 
  •  That’s not all they discovered. 
 -  Petrino admitted there’d been an on-going, inappropriate relationship and he’d lied about it.   
 
So, the university fired him, with cause, and began to look for a new coach in hopes of a NEW 
BEGINNING. 
 
•  That’s where John Smith enters the picture.   
 -  Now to be fair, Mr. Smith told the University, up front, he would probably be filing bankruptcy, 
 due to some bad real estate investments made when he’d previously coached in Kentucky. 
 -  Well, he filed for bankruptcy 2 ½ weeks ago. 
 -  According to this week’s USA TODAY, he has $25.7 million in liabilities against only $1.2 
million in assets, most of which are tied up in retirement funds. 
 -  In the court filing, he listed $300 in cash and $500 in his checking account. 
 -  The only real property he owns is worth $2,000, apparently his share of 8 acres in Idaho, his 
 deceased parents left him and his siblings. 
  •  Mr. Smith is 63 years of age.  I have no idea how good of a coach he is but apparently, he’s 
  not very good with money. 
 -  USA TODAY said, “Smith lists $9,278 in monthly net income but $27,620 in monthly expenses. 
  • So much for living within your means. 
 
•  So much for the school’s NEW BEGINNING.  Mr. Smith is still holding out hope for his. 
 -  He told the Associated Press, “There have been some sleepless nights trying to get this resolved.  
 There comes a point in time where you say, ‘Enough is enough,’ and I want it cleaned up and 
 whatever we have to do, we have to do.” 
 
•  Is that how you have a NEW BEGINNING?  You just file bankruptcy and walk away from the mess 
you created. 
 
•  That’s not the way God does things. 
 -  The central message of THE STORY is that God never walks away from us.  
  •  Even when we walk away from Him. 
 -  He never gives up looking for a way to have a relationship with us. 
 
In the last two weeks we’ve looked at: 
1. The world’s darkest hour:  when Jesus, God’s Son, was crucified on a Roman cross. 
2. The world’s brightest morning:  when God raised Jesus from the dead on Easter Sunday. 
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•  The Resurrection was not only a NEW BEGINNING for Jesus, it was a NEW BEGINNING for all of 
us. 
  
•  In John 13, on the final night Jesus was with His disciples, He told them He was going away and 
where He was going they couldn’t come. 
 -  But He wasn’t walking away from the mess the world had become. 
 
John 14:1-3, “Let not your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God, believe also in Me.  In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.  If it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you and 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto Myself so that where I am 
there you may be also” (John 14:1-3). 
 
•  In John 16:7, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go 
away, the Counselor (the Holy Spirit) will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.” 
 
Verses 8-14, “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and 
judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of 
this world now stands condemned.  I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  But 
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he 
will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is to come.  He will bring glory to me by taking 
from what is mine and making it known to you.” 
 
•  In Acts 1, following His resurrection, Jesus told the disciples to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the 
Holy Spirit to come. 
 -  He didn’t tell them what that would look like but said, “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
 
•  Acts 2 opens with the sound of a mighty, rushing wind.   
 -  It’s a day of NEW BEGINNINGS.  It’s the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 -  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on them enabling 
 them to speak in other languages. 
  •  How do you know it was discernible languages?  (Read verses 5-7). 
 
•  The people were stunned.  Verses 7-8, “These men who are speaking are Galileans?  Then how is it 
that each of us hears them in his own native language.” 
 -  People had no idea what was happening.  “What does this mean?” 
 -  Vs. 13.  Some people thought they were drunk. 
 
•  Was it a miracle of speaking or of hearing?  (It doesn’t matter – either way its miraculous!!) 
 -  God just wanted to make sure everyone got the STORY. 
 
•  The STORY was verse 36, “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
 -  When Peter finished, the people said, “What can we do?” 
 -  Peter said, “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.” 
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•  3,000 new believers responded that day and the CHURCH was born! 
 
READ: Acts 2:42-47 (Seven verses) 
 
 Here’s how the church grew (and how the church still grows today): 
 1. They accepted the message (Acts 2:41a) 
 2. They were baptized (Acts 2:41b) 
 3. They were added to the church (Acts 2:41c) 
 4. They devoted themselves to instruction (Acts 2:42a) 
 5. They devoted themselves to the fellowship (Acts 2:42b) 
 6. They were trained to become reproducers (Acts 2:46) 
 7. They reached out into the community (Acts 2:47) 
 8. The Lord added to the church daily (Acts 2:47) 
   
•  The KEY to the success of the first church was that every single person who was a  MEMBER OF 
that church was a MINISTER IN that church.  They didn’t GO to church.  They WERE the church. 
 
•  Too many people think that church is a place you go and sit for an hour on Sunday. 
 -  So they come and sit and soak . . . and if that’s all they do they inevitably sour. 
 
•  Anything that just sits and does nothing begins to smell after while and eventually rots.   
 -  Even if it’s a church member. 
  
God never intended the church to be a spectator sport. 
 -  We don’t impact the world just by coming here week after week for great worship services! 
 -  We impact the world when we leave here, having been equipped and motivated to go out into a 
 hurting world with the healing message of Jesus Christ. 
 
ILL.  When you leave our campus, you drive past a sign that says:  “You are now entering the mission 
field.” 
 -  When we take the bread of life to hungry hearts… 
 -  When we take the water of life to searching souls that are barren and parched… 
 -  When we take the light of the world into a world of increasing darkness… 
 -  When we take the salt of the earth into a tasteless, sickening society… 
 -  When we take the message of hope to a world hell-bent on self-destruction… 
 -  When we take a genuine, authentic Christianity that works 7 days a week, not just on Sundays, 
 and show our neighbors and friends the difference Jesus makes in our lives… 
  . . . THAT’S WHEN WE IMPACT OUR WORLD! 
 
ILL.  Remember the game: “Barrel of Monkeys”? 
 -  Our church has a lot of similarities with that game.  And it’s not the monkey part. 
 -  What was the object of the game?   To connect the monkeys without dropping them. 
   
  •  You won when you were able to connect the monkeys without dropping one. 
 
Our task as a church is to connect people without dropping anyone. 
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HOW DO WE DO THAT?  That same way they did that. 
They DEVOTED themselves to four things: 
(1) To Learn Together (Acts 2:42) 
 -  “They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching” (vs. 42.) 
 -  They didn’t have the Bible as we have it today, but they had the words of Jesus. 
  •  The Apostles listened to Jesus and took notes, like any good student would with a rabbi. 
  
•  They said, “We don’t know what to do, let’s just do what Jesus said to do.” 
 -  Isn’t that a great way to start? 
 
•  To “devote ourselves to the Apostle’s teaching” means we make a commitment to be a part of a group 
where God’s Word is studied and applied. 
 -  95% of what I say to you this morning, you won’t remember by next Sunday morning. 
 -  But if you do something with it, if you talk about it with others in a small group, if you put it into  

practice, you’re going to remember it. 
 
ILL.  I want you to touch your nose.  (I touch my chest.) 
 -  A bunch of you touched your chest.  Why did you do that? 
  •  Because there is more power in what I do than what I say. 
 
•  That’s why small groups are so important. 
 -  If we’re going to have genuine, authentic, Biblical community, we’re going to have to devote  

ourselves to get together and learn together. 
 
They DEVOTED themselves: 
(2) To Do Life Together (Acts 2:44-46) 
 -  Notice what all they did.  It’s amazing.  “All the believers were together . . . every day they 
 continued to meet together . . . they ate together . . .”  (They were DOING LIFE together!) 
 
•  They gathered for worship and wound up in somebody’s house. 
 -  They ate together and fellowshipped together.  
 
•  If all you know about Crossroads is coming to this big room on Sundays and Wednesdays, and all you 
know about us is our corporate worship time, you will never know us. 
 -  You won’t be able to do life together.  You know why? 
  •  Because the purpose of this time is not to get to know one another. 
   -  You could worship here your whole life and never know the person sitting two rows  

behind you. 
 
•  The purpose of this time is not to get to know each other.  The purpose is to get to know God. 
 -  Sure we can greet each other and encourage one another. 
  •  But you don’t have time to really get to know other people. 
 
•  The reason we’re in here is VERTICAL – we’re here to get to know Him. 
  
God wants us to get horizontal, too.  He wants us to get to know other believers and to share Him with 
those who don’t know Him yet. 



Page Five 
 
•  We need to do life together, not just one hour on the weekend or one hour in the middle of the week. 
 
They DEVOTED themselves: 
(3) To Care For One Another (Acts 2:45) 
 -  “They gave to anyone as he had need.” 
 -  They met each other’s needs.  Financially and physically. 
 -  Vs. 46.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts. 
  •  The focus was not the food it was fellowship. 
  •  Breaking bread was a phrase used to refer to the Lord’s Supper. 
   -  They used the Lord’s Supper to remind them how they got there. 
 -  But they went beyond just the Lord’s Supper.  They were feeding the hungry. 
  •  They helped each other financially, meeting needs. 
   -  If someone needed a chair – “Hey, I’ve got an extra chair.” 
   -  If someone needed a bed – “Hey, I’ve got an extra bed.” 
 -  They met each other’s needs. 
 
•  If all you do is come to worship services, you’re probably not going to get your needs met. 
 -  How would anyone know your needs? 
  •  That’s why you need to be involved in a small group of some kind. 
 -  How can any one care for you if they don’t know you.  (Get involved!  Don’t wait!) 
 
The DEVOTED themselves: 
(4) To Pray For Each Other (Acts 2:42-43) 
 -  “They devoted themselves to prayer.”  They changed their world on their knees. 
 -  The church was born in prayer and bathed in prayer. 
  •  Acts 3 – Peter and John were going up to the temple to pray. 
  •  Acts 4 – After Peter and John were arrested and told not to speak or teach at all in the name  
  of Jesus, they went back to the church and vs. 31 says, “after they prayed, the place where they 
  were meeting was shaken.”  
  •  Acts 12:5 says, “So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for 
  him.”  (And he was miraculously delivered.) 
 -  Prayer was never an after thought with the early church, it was the first thing they thought of. 
  •  They were always saying, “We need to talk to God about this.” 
 
•  The story of the early church being successful can be traced to the fact they DEVOTED themselves: 
 1.    To Learn Together,  2.  To Do Life Together,  3.  To Care For One Another, 
 4. To Pray for Each Other 
  
ILL.  Remember what you were doing on January 28, 1986?  That’s the day the Space Shuttle 
Challenger exploded just 73 seconds into flight. 
 -  Seven families were robbed by death and our entire nation was racked with grief.   
  •  All because of an O-ring that didn’t do what it was designed to do. 
 
•  You and I were designed to glorify God and to influence and impact the lives of others for all eternity. 
 -  You can’t do that alone and you can’t do that at home alone – we need the church! 
 
DO YOU NEED A “NEW BEGINNING” TODAY?   


