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“THE RESURRECTION” 
(Text: John 20:1-9) 

 
•  This morning we’re doing something we’ve never done before:  we’re having EASTER in September. 
 -  We’ve been following THE STORY of the Bible, chronologically, each week since the first 
 Sunday of March. 
 
•  Last weekend, we experienced the DARKEST NIGHT in all of human history. 
 -  This morning, we’ll go to the EMPTY TOMB and experience history’s BRIGHTEST 
 MORNING. 
 
THREE OBSERVATIONS: 
1. It’s amazing how thorough the enemies of JESUS were in His death. 
 -  In most cases they’d break the legs to ensure a quicker death (John 19:33). 
  •  When they came to Jesus they found he was already dead. 
 -  But even then, they still thrust a spear into His side, causing both blood and water to gush out. 
  •  JESUS’ literally died of a broken heart.  (John 19:34)                                                                                                                                                      
 
2. As you read through CHAPTER 27 of THE STORY, you can’t help be struck by the fact that  even 
 though JESUS told His followers, some 20 times, He had to die but He’d rise from the dead – the 
 only ones who seemed to get that were His ENEMIES. 
 -  Matthew 27:62-64.  The chief priests and Pharisees went to Pilate and said, “We remember Jesus 
 said, ‘After 3 days, I will rise again.’  So, you need to make sure the tomb is sealed and guards are 
 there.  Otherwise His followers may come and steal the body and tell people He rose from the 
 dead.” 
  •  Pilate secured and sealed the tomb.  And posted a guard. 
 
3. Even after it became obvious the guards had scattered, the seal had been broken, the stone rolled 
 away and the tomb was empty, most of Jesus’ followers were still slow to believe. 
 - John 20:1, “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
 the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to 
 Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of 
 the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him.” 
 -  Peter and John ran to the tomb.  John 20:9. “They still did not understand from Scripture that 
 Jesus had to rise from the dead.” 
 -  Mary (John 20:13).  “Woman, why are you crying?  They have taken my Lord away and I don’t 
 know where they have put him.” 
 -  Two men on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32) 
 -  The disciples huddled in fear in the upper room (John 20:19) 
  “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
  locked for fear of the Jews . . .” 
 -  Thomas (John 20:24-29)  The others told Thomas about Jesus being alive. 
  •  “Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
  hand into His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). 
 
•  Once they were convinced Jesus was alive not only did they believe, they were willing to die for Him. 
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Acts 1:3, “After his suffering, Jesus showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that 
he was alive.  He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.” 
 -  “Convincing proofs” (TEK-MAY-REE-ON) “Strong, infallible, irrefutable proof.” 
  •  Used only one time in the N.T. 
 
•  We could spend all day looking at the overwhelming evidence for the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. 
 -  The fact is:  The tomb IS EMPTY!   
 
ILL.  LEE STROBEL, THE CASE FOR CHRIST (Pg. 255) talks about “SIR LIONEL LUCKHOO, 
the brilliant and savvy attorney whose astounding 245 consecutive murder acquittals earned him a place 
in The Guinness Book of World Records as the world’s most successful lawyer.  Knighted twice by 
Queen Elizabeth, this former justice and diplomat subjected the historical facts about the Resurrection to 
his own rigorous analysis for several years before declaring, ‘I say unequivocally that the evidence for 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it compels acceptance by proof which leaves 
absolutely no room for doubt.’” 
 
Let me give you TWO SIMPLE REASONS For The Resurrection: 
(1) THE RESURRECTION GIVES JESUS UNPARALLELED CREDIBILITY 
 -  What is it that makes Jesus DIFFERENT from all the other great teachers and leaders who have 
 ever lived? 
 -  The RESURRECTION!  There’s only ONE EMPTY TOMB! 
 -  That’s why Acts 4:12 says, “There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 
 must be saved.” 
 -  There’s no one like JESUS!  Never has been.  Never will be.  He’s the “One and Only Son of the 
 Living God.” (John 3:18; 6:69) 
 
 •  But our faith doesn’t rest on the TEACHINGS of Jesus or the MIRACLES of Jesus, or the PEACE 
we have from knowing JESUS, or even the fact CHRISTIANITY works. 
 -  Our faith isn’t even based on the DEATH of JESUS. 
 
•  The heart and soul of our faith, the foundation of everything we believe as Christians, rises and falls 
on ONE SINGLE EVENT:  THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST from the dead! 
 -  No other TEACHER, PREACHER, PROPHET or self-proclaimed MESSIAH can claim that. 
  •  Muhammed – DEAD 
  •  Buddha – DEAD 
  •  Joseph Smith – DEAD 
  •  David Koresh – DEAD 
  •  Sun Myung Moon – DEAD 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 
 
My friend, Roger Storms, said, “The resurrection of Jesus is the AUTOGRAPH of His 
AUTHENTICITY!” 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:14-20 
 -  “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.”  THE TOMB IS EMPTY! 
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•  The RESURRECTION gives JESUS UNPARALLELED CREDIBILITY! 
 -  There’s no one like Him!  No one.  Anywhere.  Anyplace.  Anytime.  
 
“On CHRIST the solid ROCK I stand, all other ground is sinking sand!” 
 
• God set Jesus apart historically, universally and eternally by raising Him from the dead. 
 -  JESUS is the singular, spectacular Son of the Living God and is the Only One verified, qualified 
 and  signified by God the Father, the Creator of all things, as SAVIOR of the whole world. 
  
•  The EMPTY TOMB bears the signature of the very finger of God saying to the world, “This is My 
Beloved Son in Whom I AM well pleased.” 
 -  He is the Way, the TRUTH and the LIFE. 
 -  He is the NAME that is “above all names.” 
 -  He is the ALPHA and OMEGA, the BEGINNING and the END. 
 -  He is the BRIGHT and MORNING STAR. 
 -  He is the One of Whom it was said, “At the name of JESUS every knee shall bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth and every tongue shall confess that JESUS CHRIST is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11). 
 
(1) THE RESURRECTION GIVES JESUS UNPARALLELED CREDIBILITY 
(2) THE RESURRECTION GIVES US UNPARALLELED HOPE 
 Think about the people in this story: 
 (a) Mary Magdalene (Jesus cast seven demons out of her – Luke 8:2) 
  “They’ve taken my Lord away and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” 
 (b) Peter denied the Lord to an unnamed maiden by a fire 
 (c) Thomas doubted the accounts of the others 
 
 -  They’d put all their hopes in Jesus and when He died – their hopes died, too! 
 
•  But then, something happened.  The sound of an earthquake.  The stone was rolled away.  The angel 
made an announcement: “He is not here.  He is risen, just as He said.” 
 -  Now, Mary won’t let go of Him. 
 -  The two disciples run back to town to share the good news. 
 -  Thomas says, “My Lord and my God!” 
 -  Peter jumps out of a boat just to get to Him. 
 
•  That FIRST EASTER was so good because that Saturday had been so bad. 
 -  The dead body of Christ had been placed in a borrowed tomb. 
 -  The enemies of Christ seemed to have won.  They were raising a toast to the fact He was toast. 
 -  His life was over.  His tongue silenced.  His miracles finished.  His disciples vanished. 
  
•  There was something about that Saturday . . . a solemness, a sadness, a day without courage, without 
hope. 
 -  Unfortunately, September 2012 seems to have a similar “Saturday” feel about it for so many. 
 -  I don’t remember a time in recent history when there was a bigger need for hope, for something 
 that would breathe new life into the human spirit.  
  •  So many people find themselves worse off than ever before. 
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•  So many find themselves in circumstances they would’ve never predicted. 
 -  Marriages threatened, finances in a mess, jobs on the line, many can’t even find work. 
 -  Our nation is facing a similar meltdown morally, financially, and globally it’s the same. 
 
•  No one ever wants to go through a season of hard times or significant challenges that stretch you to 
the very last fiber of your faith. 
 -  But those times do have a way of making you step back and ask, “What am I really counting on?  
 What am I building my life and my future on that is solid enough and strong enough to help me 
 make it through? 
 
•  That’s why this message is so timely. 
 -  Because this weekend, we gather to remember the ONLY HOPE that is able to sustain us through 
 anything and everything. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-4, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you . . .” 
 
•  People haven’t gathered on EASTER for over 2,000 years to say, “The STOCK MARKET has risen, 
or GENERAL MOTORS has risen, or the VALUE of my home has risen or the JOB MARKET has 
risen or my 401K has risen. 
 -  No.  There’s only one thing that has been the sustaining hope that has held people across every 
 continent and culture together for two millennia in the face of unprecedented difficult times of pain 
 and poverty, disease and hardship, even death itself.   
  •  And that one thing is this:  JESUS HAS RISEN! 
 
ILL.  JOHN ORTBERG tells about being in a debate held on the campus of Stanford University where 
his opponent said, “Jesus didn’t really rise from the dead.  It was a metaphor that the early Church 
contrived to continue the hope they had while he lived.  The idea of resurrection was a metaphor, a 
symbol – but it didn’t really happen.” 
 Ortberg said, “There’s a problem with that.  Something happened 2,000 years ago that galvanized a 
 large and growing group of people that so transformed their thinking and lives that even at the risk 
 of death – they proclaimed not a metaphorical resurrection but a literal, physical resurrection!” 
 
•  Christians didn’t form the world’s first community to include Jews and non-Jews, Greeks, slaves, free, 
men and women, rich and poor, breaking down every ethnic, social, cultural and economic barrier based 
on a metaphorical resurrection. 
 -  Christians didn’t willingly give up land, property, possessions, reputation, and personal safety for 
 a symbol. 
 
•  Christians didn’t voluntarily go to their death, by the thousands, based on the promise they would 
receive a metaphorical resurrection and live in a metaphorical heaven. 
 -  No.  They did it because they KNEW and BELIEVED, not in a metaphorical, mythical or 
 symbolic savior, but rather in a very real, physical SAVIOR named JESUS, Who rose from the dead 
 and walked with them and talked with them and ate with them. 
 
•  One by one they became convinced “JESUS is alive!  He has risen from the dead, just as He said.” 
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•  There’s only one explanation that accounts for the transformation of an impoverished, confused, 
frightened little group of people into a courageous, emboldened community that would sacrifice 
everything, including their own lives to turn a world right side up, and that is, they believed their own 
eyes and embraced the reality of the resurrection. 
 -  This Jesus, their teacher, their master, who they had seen die on a cruel Roman cross . . . 
 -  Whose body they had witnessed being placed in a borrowed tomb which was sealed and secured 
 by Roman soldiers. 
  •  He did what He said He would do. 
  •  He was Who He said He was. 
  •  “The Lord has risen!  He has risen from the grave just as He said.” 
 
SO WHAT DOES ALL THAT MEAN TO US? 
 
THREE SIMPLE APPLICATIONS From The Resurrection: 
(1) Our Past Can Be Forgiven 
 -  Have any of you done anything you think you can’t be forgiven for, something in your past? 
   •  Remember Peter? 
 -  Mark 16:7, the angel said, “Go and tell His disciples AND PETER . . .” 
 -  Luke 24:45-47, “Then Jesus opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told 
 them, ‘This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
 repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning in 
 Jerusalem.” 
  
•  Nothing you’ve ever done is beyond God’s ability to cleanse and forgive you because Jesus, Who died 
on the cross, has RISEN! 
 
(1) Our Past Can Be Forgiven 
(2) Our Future Is Secure 
 -  There’s a lot of scary stuff going on in the world right now. 
 -  John 16:33, “In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 
 -  You may be fine today, but what does the future look like for you?  Nobody knows. 
 
•  There’s a better than average chance you WILL DIE.  (Make you nervous?) 
 -  I’ve told God, “I don’t want to live forever, (to 100 whatever) but I do want to live until the 
 Rapture.” 
 
•  Listen, because of the RESURRECTION, your future is secure.  Your future is bright! 
 -  The resurrection means the BEST is YET TO COME. 
 -  Your BEST LIFE isn’t RIGHT NOW – it’s STILL TO COME! 
 
ILL.  When Winston Churchhill died, he’d already planned his funeral ahead of time.  At the service, 
after the eulogy, a bugler high up in the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral, began to play TAPS – the 
universal signal that the day is done.  The night has come.  There was silence.  Then, another bugler on 
the far side of the dome began to play REVEILLE – the song played to signal, “It’s time to get up, a new 
day has dawned.” 
 -  One day Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25-26). 
  •  He didn’t promise a life without problems.  But He did promise an incredibly happy ending. 
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(1) Our Past Can Be Forgiven 
(2) Our Future Is Secure 
 
One more . . . 
(3) The Tomb Is Still Empty 
  
ILL. Dr. Seamonds, while visiting in Africa asked a Tribal Chief who had been a MUSLIM why he’d 
become a Christian. 
 “Well, it’s like this.  Suppose you were going down the road and suddenly the road forked in two 
directions and you didn’t know which way to go.  There at the fork in the road were two men – one 
dead, the other alive – which one would you ask for directions?” 
 
•  That’s why the EMPTY TOMB is the game changer.  It makes all the difference in the world! 
 
THE RESURRECTION GIVES JESUS UNPARALLELED CREDIBILITY  
THE RESURRECTION GIVES US UNPARALLELED HOPE 
 
•  So who are you going to ask for directions?  The dead one or the living one? 
 
The angel said, “He is not here.  He is risen, just as He said.” 
   
  
 


