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“STANDING TALL, FALLING HARD” 
(Text: 1 Samuel 1:1-15:35) 

 
•  Last time we saw the incredible story of Ruth and Boaz, one of the greatest love stories of all time. 
 -  The story is actually about us and ends with the genealogy of Jesus. 
  
•  That was a glimpse ahead.  Just like we look forward to going to Heaven someday but today we have 
to live here on earth. 
 -  “Some people are so heavenly minded they’re no earthly good.” 
 
•  The Book of 1 Samuel brings us back down to earth. 
 -  The Israelites are in that seemingly unending cycle of SIN and SUFFERING. 
  •  They’re being oppressed by the Philistines. 
 -  So one final time God raises up a Judge.   
  •  He’ll be the last Judge and he’ll also be the first prophetic spokesman for God. 
 
•  The book opens with God opening the womb of a faithful woman named HANNAH who had no 
children. 
 -  She’d begged God for a son and finally said, “If you give me a son I will give him back to you 
 for the rest of his life.” 
 -  That’s exactly what happened.  She gave birth to Samuel (“Heard by God”) and when he was 
 old enough she brought him to the temple and gave him to ELI, the priest. 
  •  Samuel lived with ELI and his two sons and learned how to be a priest. 
  
However, ELI and his two sons weren’t very good examples. 
 -  ELI was careless and his two sons couldn’t have cared less. 
 
READ:   1 Samuel 2:12-26. 
  
•  God raised up Samuel as the final Judge in Israel and he did a remarkable job in spite of the 
unfaithfulness of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas. 
 
•  In Chapter 4, the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines and they were routed. 
 -  About 4,000 soldiers were killed. 
 -  When they returned to the camp, they said, “We need to take the Ark back tomorrow.” 
  •  They wanted to use God for their purposes.  They only wanted Him when they needed Him. 
   -  Like a “good luck” charm. 
 
•  They went back out with the Ark and Hophni and Phinehas went, too. 
 -  Guess what happened?  The Philistines beat them far worse than the first time. 
  •  Israel lost 30,000 foot soldiers, the Ark was captured and Eli’s sons were killed. 
 
•  When a Benjamite courier went to Shiloh with the news to tell Eli, Eli fell backward off his chair, 
broke his neck and died. 
 -  His daughter-in-law went into labor but was overcome with birth pains and as she was dying told 
 those attending her to name her son, “ICHABOD, because the glory has departed from Israel.” 
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•  The Philistines took the Ark and put it in their temple with their god, Dagon. 
 -  BAD IDEA.  No one can use God for their own purposes and get away with it. 
  •  The next morning DAGON was flat on his face in front of the Ark. 
  •  The people put him back.  The next morning, Dagon’s head and hands had been broken off  
  and were lying on the threshold to the temple. 
 
•  “Your false god can’t hear you and he can’t help you.” 
 -  The Philistines were smart enough to know they needed to stop messing with God. 
 -  So they sent the Ark back to the Israelites on a cart with a “guilt offering.” 
 
READ: 1 Samuel 7:2-4. 
 
 -  Verse 13, “So the Philistines were subdued and did not invade Israelite territory again. 
 Throughout Samuel’s lifetime, the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines. 
 
1 Samuel 8:1, “When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel . . .” 
 -  Joel and Abijah.  Surely they’ll be better than Hophni and Phinehas! 
 -  They weren’t.  Verse 3, “But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest 
 gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.” 
  •  They made Capitol Hill politics look like a Sunday school picnic. 
 
Verse 4.  The elders of Israel gathered with Samuel to confront him about his sons and the fact he was 
old. 
 -  “Ok.  Now they’re going to get back on track.”   
 
Verse 5.  “They said to him, ‘You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king 
to lead us, such as all the other nations have’.” 
 -  Samuel takes it personal and seeks God’s advice as to what he should do. 
 
Verses 7-9.  God answered him, “Samuel, they’re not rejecting you, they’re rejecting me.  Tell them 
they can have their own king, but it’s going to cost them.” 
 -  “The king will make your sons his servants and soldiers.  He’ll make your daughters 
 housekeepers and cooks.  He’ll take your fields and your vineyards, a portion of your cattle and 
 all your animals.  He’ll make you all slaves and then, he’ll tax you as well.” 
 
1 Samuel 8:19, “But the people refused to listen to Samuel.  ‘No!’ they said, ‘We want a king over us.  
Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 
 -  Why can’t we be like everyone else?  Simple.  Because God wants something better for us. 
  •  He wants us to be different so we attract others to Him and His ways. 
 
(1) THEY CHOSE POWER OVER PURPOSE (1 Samuel 8:1-11:15) 
 -  As you read the UPPER STORY of the Bible you learn pretty quick that God’s not making it up 
 as He goes along. 
 -  There’s a purpose to everything God does and somehow it turns out good.  (Romans 8:28) 
 -  Genesis 12.  God told Abraham He was going to build a nation through him.   
  •  Not like the other nations.  But one that was unique.  One with a purpose:  God’s purpose. 
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•  Here in 1 Samuel 8, the people forget all about God’s purpose. 
 -  They lost sight of the big picture of what God was doing with their nation and made a choice that 
 leads them down a road to regret. 
 
•  They decided they needed a king.  They wanted power.  Power they could see.  Power that could 
intimidate others.  Power like all the other nations appeared to have. 
 -  When they battled the city of JERICHO, it wasn’t power it was the purpose of God. 
 -  The torches and trumpets, marching and shouting made no sense at all without God. 
  •  The way it was done God got all the glory and people said, “Who is a God like that?” 
 
•  That’s always been God’s plan.  “God chooses the foolish things of the world to shame the wise and 
the weak things of the world to confound the strong” (1 Corinthians 1:27) 
 -  That’s why God raised up a Mother Teresa or a Bubba Watson or a TIM TEBOW. 
 
Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.” 
Zechariah 4:6, “‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.” 
 
•  The temptation for Israel was to choose power they could see over a purpose they couldn’t. 
 -  And the choice they made for a king changed the course of all of Israel’s history. 
 
1 Samuel 8:20, (We want a king over us) “Then we will be like all the other nations . . .” 
 -  God hasn’t called us to blend in.  He has commanded us to stand out. 
 
Verse 21.  Finally, God says, “Listen to them and give them a king.” 
 -  He gives them exactly the kind of king they want – a king who looks like a king on the outside. 
 -  Today, we’d say, “He looked presidential.” 
 
1 Samuel 9:2, “He was an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites – a head taller than 
any of the others.” 
  
•  Choosing POWER over PURPOSE wasn’t their only bad choice.  They also chose: 
(2) THEIR WAY OVER GOD’S WAY (1 Samuel 12:1-25) 
 -  Have you ever noticed how easy it is to get pretty sure of yourself after a victory? 
 -  They had their king and not only was he tall and handsome, he was good! 
 -  His first battle as king against the Ammonites (1 Samuel 11) was a resounding success. 
  •  And the people loved it. 
 
1 Samuel 11:12, “The people then said to Samuel, ‘Who was it that asked, “Shall Saul reign over us?”  
Bring these men to us and we will put them to death. 
 -  “We’ve got a leader now!  We can take on the world.” 
 
•  They already had a leader:  GOD!  But they wanted a king like all the other nations. 
 -  So God let them have their way and now they’re celebrating. 
 -  The last verse of Chapter 11 says, “And Saul and all the Israelites held a great celebration.” 
 
•  Their celebration was a little premature.  You might have success for a little while without God, but it 
won’t last. 
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In Chapter 12, Samuel warns them that having a king was THEIR idea, not HIS and certainly not 
GOD’S! 
 -  He draws their attention to their PAST and to GOD’S PROVISION and GOD’S POWER. 
 -  He reminds them that God brought them out of Egypt, and parted the Red Sea. 
 -  He reminds them that God had raised up JUDGES to deliver them from the hands of their 
 enemies time and time again. 
 
1 Samuel 12:12, “But when you saw that Nahash, king of the Ammonites, was moving against you, 
you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over us’ – even though the Lord your God was your king.” 
 -  They put their hope in a mortal man instead of the eternal God of Heaven. 
 
•  “You got YOUR way and by the sound of YOUR celebration it appears that you’re pretty happy with 
YOUR decision . . . BUT . . .” 
 -  And he issues them a strong warning.  READ:  1 Samuel 12:13-15. 
 
•  He backs it up with a pretty impressive demonstration of God’s power.  (1 Samuel 12:16-18) 
 “IT’S GONNA’ RAIN AND THUNDER.”  (And it did!) 
 
Verse 19.  “The people all said to Samuel, ‘Pray to the Lord your God for your servants so that we will 
not die, for we have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king’.” 
 -  Samuel tells them he’ll pray for them and will teach them the right way to live. 
 -  However, if they persist in doing evil both them and their king will be swept away. (vs. 25) 
 
•  I’d like to tell you they did what was right and they all lived happily ever after.  But that’s not the 
story. 
 
There’s one more BAD CHOICE.  Their king chose: 
(3) PREFERENCE OVER OBEDIENCE (1 Samuel 13:1-15:35) 
 -  To be fair, Saul started out great.  He listened to Samuel and he obeyed God. 
 -  But as the victories piled up, it was as if he was storing them all in his head.  (Big head.) 
  •  After all he was “the king.” 
 -  Chapter 13.  The Philistines gathered against Israel and Saul grew impatient when Samuel 
 didn’t come to Gilgal.  (Apparently God and Samuel had said to wait.) 
  •  Saul says, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offering.  I’ll do this.” 
  •  And he did. 
 -  But as he was finishing up what Samuel should have done, Samuel arrives. 
 
1 Samuel 13:11, “What have you done?” 
 -  Saul answers, “I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” 
  
Samuel’s answer:  1 Samuel 13:13-14. 
 
•  In Chapter 15, it happened again.  God told Saul to destroy the Amalekites.  (1 Samuel 15:3) 
 -   They were to totally destroy everything that belonged to the Amalekites.  (Defiled) 
 
1 Samuel 15:9.  TWO WORDS sum up the tragic end of Saul’s kingship.  “But Saul . . .” 
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“BUT SAUL . . .”  Those two words change everything. 
 -  Instead of destroying everything as God commanded him, he spares King AGAG. 
 -  He keeps the best of the sheep, the best of the cattle, and anything else he thought was  valuable. 
 
Verse 12 tells us he went to Carmel and set up a monument in his own honor and then went to Gilgal. 
 -  Verse 13. When Samuel arrived, Saul said, “Bless you, Samuel.  I have carried out the Lord’s 
 instructions.” 
 -  Verse 14. “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears?  What is this lowing of cattle that I 
 hear?” 
 
•  Saul’s first response is to throw his soldiers under the chariot.  “They are the ones who did this.” 
(Verse 15) 
  
•  His second response was to suggest they kept the animals to give an offering to the Lord. (Vs. 21) 
 
Verses 20-21, “But I did obey the Lord.  I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag 
their king.  The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in 
order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.” 
 
•  Samuel didn’t buy it and said, “To obey is better than sacrifice.” (1 Samuel 15:22). 
  
Do you see what Saul did here.  He did what he wanted to do and called it obedience. 
 -  “I love God with all my heart, I just made a few adjustments here and there, that’s all.” 
  
•  When your personal preferences become more important than obeying God you’re in trouble. 
 
•  Saul asked for forgiveness and begged Samuel to go back with him so he could worship the Lord. 
 
1 Samuel 15:26, “But Samuel said to him, ‘I will not go back with you.  You have rejected the word of 
the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel’.” 
 
•  The last verse of Chapter 15 is one of the saddest verses in the Bible: 
 “Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him.  And 
 the Lord was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel” (1 Samuel 15:35). 
 
What are the lessons for us? 
1. Be very careful about the CHOICES you make.  (Choices have consequences.) 
2. Never choose YOUR WAY over GOD’S WAY.  (Not smart.) 
3. Doing WHAT GOD SAYS is better than doing what you want and saying you did it for God. 
 
The story of SAUL doesn’t have a good ending.  In fact, he ends up taking his own life.  (1 Samuel 31). 
 -  It didn’t have to end that way.  But Saul stopped listening to God and kept making bad choices. 
 
•  What do you think God wants you to do right now?  I’d strongly recommend you do it. 
  
 
 


