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“A FEW GOOD MEN & WOMEN” 
(Text: Judges 1:1-21:25) 

 
•  We’re in a new series called THE STORY.  Last week, we saw the Israelites on the edge of the 
Promised Land, following a new leader named JOSHUA.  MOSES was dead. 
 -  God told them if they would do three things He would give them victory in everything they did. 
  1. BE COMMITED TO THE WORD  
  2. BE CONSISTENT IN THEIR WALK 
  3. BE CONSPICUOUS IN THEIR WORSHIP 
 
•  They did that and God supernaturally delivered the city of JERICHO into their hands. 
 -  All they did was what God told them to do.  (That’s all you and I need to do.) 
 -  They marched around the city for 7 days, following the Ark of the Covenant. 
  •  7 priests walking with the Ark, blew trumpets. 
 -  On the 7th day, they marched around the city 7 times, the priests blew the trumpets, the people 
 shouted and the city collapsed before their very eyes. 
 
•  It was a remarkable victory.  But when they went up against the city of AI, they were defeated. 
 -  Turns out a man named ACHAN had taken some of the devoted things (the things that 
 belonged to God) from the city of Jericho.   
 -  JERICHO was the FIRST city.  And the FIRSTFRUITS always belong to God. 
 -  ACHAN and everything he’d taken were gathered before the Lord. 
  •  ACHAN and his entire family got burned because He did what he wanted to do rather than 
   what God told him to do.  (You and I will, too.) 
 
•  Seven years have passed.  The Israelites have conquered 31 kings and 31 cities. 
 -  They’ve taken possession of the land from east of the Jordan River all the way west to the 
 Mediterranean Sea  (SHOW MAP) and the land has been divided among the 12 tribes of Israel. 
 
LOOK AT HOW GOD HAS BLESSED THESE PEOPLE . . . 
1. They’ve been delivered from slavery in Egypt. 
2. They have their own homeland now – The Promised Land. 
3. They are enjoying God’s presence in their midst through the Tabernacle. 
4. They have God’s Law – the Ten Commandments. 
5. They have His forgiveness of sins through a system of animal sacrifices/offerings. 
 
•  God has blessed them incredibly.  SO WHAT’S THEIR RESPONSE? 
 -  They made two more mistakes.  (Like ACHAN and the GIBEONITES). 
 
1. They didn’t drive the pagan Canaanites and their idol worship out of the land (Judges 1:28). 
 -  Instead, they forced them into slave labor.  (They made the Canaanites their servants.) 
  •  If you try to make sin your servant you will wind up becoming its slave. 
 
2. They failed to pass on their faith to their kids (Judges 2:10).  
 “After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who 
 knew neither the Lord nor what He had done for Israel.” 
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READ:  Judges 2:7-19. 
 
Two Important footnotes: 
1. The parents “dropped the ball” spiritually. 
 -  The Christian faith is just one generation from extinction. 
 -  If you pass on your faith to your children there’s no guarantee they’ll carry it on.  (Probability.) 
 -  But, if you fail to pass on your faith to your children, I can guarantee you they won’t. 
 
2. God never gives up on us. 
 -  I don’t get that.  I don’t understand that.  But I understand that you and I get that – even though 
 we don’t deserve it.  It’s called GRACE! 
 -  Judges 2:16, “Then the Lord raised up judges who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.” 
 
Judges 2:10.  This was a generation “that knew neither the Lord nor what He had done for Israel,” and 
they fell into a cycle that’s repeated at least SIX TIMES in the book of JUDGES. 
 
 1. SIN 
 2. SUFFERING 
 3. SUBMISSION 
 4. SALVATION 
 
(1) SIN (Judges 2:11) 
 -  “They did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals.” 
 -  That phrase is repeated at least eight different times in the book of Judges. 
 -  The evil they did usually took the form of disobedience – doing the exact opposite of what God 
 said to do.  (Primarily they violated the first Two Commandments: No other gods.  No idols.  
 
Judges 2:12b-13, “They provoked the Lord to anger because they forsook Him and served Baal and the 
Ashtoreths.” 
 
BAAL and ASHTORETH are idols that show up frequently throughout the history of God’s people. 
 -  BAAL was the male.  ASHTORETH the female counterpart of this idol worship. 
 
•  In short, God wasn’t NUMBER ONE in their lives.   
 -  They chose other things to be the highest priority in their lives. 
 -  When God isn’t the number one priority in our lives, it opens the door for all kinds of other evil 
 to emerge. 
 
Augustine said: “Love God and do as you please.”  (Sounds liberal.) 
 -  But, if you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, you’re going to do what 
 pleases Him. 
 
Psalm 37:4, “Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.” 
 -  This generation of people didn’t delight themselves in the Lord.  They didn’t even know Him. 
   
•  So they ignored what He’d done in the past, abandoned His standards, and made their own rules. 
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This led to the second stage of the cycle: 
(2) SUFFERING (Judges 2:20-22) 
 -  God removed His hand of blessing and protection and instantly they were in big trouble. 
 -  Judges 2:22, “I will use the pagan nations to test Israel and to see whether they will keep the 
 way of the Lord and walk in it as their forefathers did.”  
 
Their SUFFERING was the result of TWO THINGS: 
1. Their sin.  Their suffering was the natural consequence of their sin. 
2. God’s discipline.  God allowed their suffering to accomplish His purpose of turning their hearts 
 back toward Him. 
 -  Hebrews 12:6, “The Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a 
 son.” 
 
Here’s a list of the pagan nations who oppressed the Israelites and the number of years they were under 
oppression. 
 
Mesopotamians  – 8 years   Midianites – 7 years 
Moabites – 18 years    Ammonites – 18 years 
Canaanites – 20 years   Philistines – 40 years 
 
•  When you add it up it comes to 111 years of oppression. 
 -  Now the period of the judges was 330 years, which means that of the 330 years they should’ve 
 been living in the flow of God’s blessing, 111 years were wasted in unnecessary, self-inflicted 
 suffering. 
 
How many people live their lives the same way today?  Unnecessarily suffering due to their own poor 
choices. 
 -  Putting other things ahead of God:  Career, family, children, pleasure/entertainment/fun. 
 -  Enslaved by sensuality and immorality as a lifestyle. 
 -  Addicted to alcohol, tobacco, drugs, food, gambling. 
 -  Enticed by the bright lights and fast crowds. 
 -  Indulging in the crude humor of r-rated comedians and raunchy TV shows. 
 -  Vicariously enjoying the evil indulgences of others through movies or online pornography. 
 -  People who live embittered lives because of their own unwillingness to trust God. 
 
Why do we persist in suffering because of our own sin? 
 -  Why do we waste years of our short lives here on earth? 
 -  Why do we consistently choose consequences when we could choose blessings? 
 
ILL.  A mother warned her 5-yr.-old girl if she chose to disobey she would have to “live with the 
consequences.” 
 The daughter said, “Oh, no.  Please don’t make me live with the consequences.  I want to live with 
 you and daddy.”  
 
•  The reality is you don’t go live with the consequences.  They come live with you:  broken 
relationships, loss of health/reputation, damaged integrity, ruined character, loss of respect, financial 
devastation, divorce, bitterness, regret, guilt, shame, embarrassment and the list goes on. 
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•  Thankfully, the book of Judges tells us the people moved to the next stage of the cycle: 
(3) SUBMISSION (Judges 3:9) 
 -  Submission is a dirty word to lots of people until they need help. 
 -  The suffering got bad enough they decided to cry out to God for help. 
  
•  People won’t change until the pain of the present outweighs the pain of change. 
 
Judges 3:9, “But when they cried out to the Lord, He raised up for them a deliverer.” 
 
In Hebrew the word for REPENT literally means to RETURN. 
 -  At some point, the people had decided to go in another direction.  Moving away FROM God. 
  •  Then they decided, “This doesn’t work,” and started moving back TOWARD God. 
 
REPENTANCE isn’t just saying we’re sorry.  
 -  It’s not just saying, “I want out of this mess.” 
  •  It’s moving back toward God.  It’s RETURNING to Him. 
 
1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 
 
Basically, we all have the same three choices: 
 1. REMAINING 
 2. REBELLING 
 3. RETURNING 
 
John 6:37, “Whoever comes to me I will never drive away.” 
 
(1) SIN 
(2) SUFFERING 
(3) SUBMISSION 
(4) SALVATION (Judges 2:16) 
 -  “Then the Lord raised up judges and saved them out of the hands of these raiders.” 
 -  There were 12 Judges: 
 
  OTHNIEL – Mesopotamians  (Caleb’s younger brother) 
  EHUD – Moabites 
  SHAMGAR – Philistines 
  DEBORAH – Canaanites 
  GIDEON – Midianites 
  ABIMELECH – Midianites 
  TOLA – Midianites 
  JAIR – Midianites 
  JEPHTHAH – Ammonites 
  IBZAN – Ammonites 
  ABDON – Ammonites 
  SAMSON – Philistines 
  ORKIN – Termites 
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•  The Judges God used to deliver Israel weren’t perfect. 
 -  In fact, they were often fearful, faithless, impulsive and self-indulgent. 
  • God didn’t require perfection, though . . . But even if He did, they couldn’t give it. 
 
•  One of our greatest fears is that our GUILT is greater than GOD’S GRACE. 
 -  The fact God used those flawed Judges to deliver His people once again shows His grace is 
 greater than all their sin, all my sin and all your sin combined. 
 -  God used those Judges in powerful ways to accomplish His purposes and He will use us, too. 
  •  But we have to stop rebelling, return and remain with Him. 
 
•  The sad reality is that every time a Judge God had raised up was taken down in death, the people 
returned to the same destructive cycle again.  (Sin, Suffering, Submission, Salvation) 
 -  So God would raise up another Judge and when he or she died, the people rebelled again. 
 
DID THE PEOPLE EVER GET IT RIGHT? 
 
Notice the last verse in the book of JUDGES 21:25, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as 
he saw fit.” 
 -  The fact was they did have a KING . . . they just continued to reject Him. 
 -  He desperately wanted to have a relationship with them but they wanted to do their own thing. 
 
•  You and I are living in a world where most people still do whatever they see fit. 
 -  They don’t think they have a King.  But they do.   
  •  So do you and I.  His name is JESUS. 
 
•  Like the Israelites, every day we have the opportunity to make a decision. 
 -  Will we continue to live in the horrible cycle where things go from bad to worse? 
 
  • Or will we make JESUS our KING? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


