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“JOSEPH:  From Slave To Deputy Pharaoh” 
(Text: Genesis 37:1-50:26) 

 
ILL.  HOLLYWOOD is the land of “make believe.” 
 -  It’s no secret that movie studios often change endings before a movie is released. When a film 
 scores badly with test audiences or studio execs, the original closing moments are often the first 
 thing to go. 
 -  The original ending to BACK TO THE FUTURE was changed.  They never intended to do a 
 sequel.  (Ended up with 3 movies.) 
 -  The original ending to ALIEN was changed.  The alien was supposed to die.   
  •  But to have a sequel the ALIEN needed to survive somehow.  Actors were expendable.  But 
  the  ALIEN wasn’t.  They ended up with 4 ALIEN movies. 
 -  ROCKY was supposed to die at the end of ROCKY V.  But people didn’t want to see him die. 
  •  So they changed the ending. 
 
•  Wouldn’t it be nice to EDIT your life like Hollywood does movies? 
   
•  I think most of us start off thinking our story will be written a certain way, but it never quite goes the 
way we planned does it? 
 
ILL.  I remember telling Sarah Hardesty, in the 8th grade, during an assembly that I was going to 
become a millionaire by the age of 21 and get married in the Bahamas.  (Obviously that was a work of 
fiction.) 
 -  When I turned 21, I was making $80 a week and got married in Okmulgee, OK. 
 
•  We all start off with certain dreams.  But life has a way of shocking us back to reality. 
 
That’s what happened to JOSEPH. 
 -  He was the son of JACOB (ISRAEL), the grandson of ISAAC, the great grandson of 
 ABRAHAM. 
•  We’re introduced to JOSEPH in Genesis 37 when he’s a teenager growing up in an incredibly 
dysfunctional home. 
 
•  Remember JACOB married two sisters.  The older one, LEAH, was the lesser attractive of the two 
and RACHEL, the younger one, was the love of Jacob’s life. 
 -  Both LEAH and RACHEL went through years of infertility.  So, they both gave their 
 maidservants to JACOB in order to have children through them. 
 -  The maidservant’s names were BILHAH and ZILPAH. 
  •  And it really became a contest to see who could outdo the other one and have more children. 
 
•  JACOB had 12 sons by these 4 women.  Why did God allow that? 
 -  Why did God allow JACOB to have multiple wives and his grandfather, ABRAHAM to have 
 more than one wife? 
 - Why does God allow you and me to do things that are clearly sin? 
 
•  JOSEPH was one of two sons born to Rachel.  The other was BENJAMIN his younger brother. 
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•  God has great plans for JOSEPH and He’ll become very instrumental in God’s UPPER STORY. 
 -  But what he experiences in his own life, in the Lower Story, doesn’t appear good at all. 
 
READ:  GENESIS 37:1-11.  These verses lay out for us some pretty intense problems. 
   
(1) SITUATION (Genesis 37:1-11) 
 Here’s a brief summary of the situation: 
 1. Joseph’s mother died and he was raised by 3 stepmothers. 
 2. He was the firstborn of Jacob’s true love, Rachel, and Jacob foolishly favored him and  
  everybody knew it. 
 3. Jacob gave Joseph a “richly ornamented robe” which none of the other sons got. 
 4. The coat came with a high cost – Joseph’s brothers hated him because of how much their 
  father obviously loved him (vs. 4) 
 5. Joseph had a couple of dreams that he unwisely shared with his brothers. 
  •  In both dreams, the implication was that his brothers would one day bow down to him. 
  •  When he shared those dreams with his brothers, it made them hate him all the more (vs. 8). 
 
•  You thought JERSEY SHORE or KEEPING UP WITH THE KARDASHIANS was bad . 
  
•  Why are REALITY TV shows so popular?  Is it because we like seeing other people in worse 
situations than we are? 
 
IT GETS WORSE FOR JOSEPH. 
 
(2) SURPRISE (Genesis 37:12-24) 
 -  One day JACOB, Joseph’s father, sends him out into the fields to check on his brothers. 
 -  The brothers have been working and sweating.  They’re hungry and tired. 
 -  Out comes the fair-haired favorite of their father, wearing his coat of many colors. 
 -  The moment they see him (vs. 19) their jealousy jumps into overdrive and their hatred heats up:  
 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say a ferocious animal 
 devoured him.  Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 
 
Verse 26, JUDAH, one of Leah’s boys, says, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his 
blood?  Let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all he is our brother.” 
 -  A sudden surge of conscience?  Or a sick strategy to profit from this whole mess? 
  •  That’s exactly what they do.   
 
(3) SLAVERY (Genesis 37:28-36) 
 -  In a matter of minutes, Joseph goes from SIBLING to SLAVE. 
 -  He went from going out into the fields to check on his brothers to being pulled from a pit, 
 shackled as a slave, and led away by complete strangers. 
  •  The Ishmaelites and Midianites are the same group of slave traders. 
 -  When the slave traders got to Egypt they sold Joseph to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, 
 the captain of the guard. 
 
•  Meanwhile, the boys dipped Joseph’s coat in the blood of a goat they slaughtered and took it home to 
show their father and share the story of what happened to Joseph. 
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•  JACOB is heartbroken over the death of his favorite son and is inconsolable. 
 -  Even after all his other sons and daughters come to comfort him, he mourns uncontrollably. 
 
Genesis 39:1 tells us that even though Joseph had been taken to a foreign land as a slave, he’s quickly 
adapted and moved up the food chain. 
 -  In fact, he’s become Potiphar’s household manager.  (In charge of everything.) 
 
Verse 2 tells us why this happened.  “The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered.” 
 -  We’ll see that over and over again.  “The Lord was with Joseph.” 
 
Verse 3.  Potiphar saw that and knew there was something special about JOSEPH. 
 -  His leadership gifts, his administration and management abilities. 
 
Read verses 4-6. 
 -  Because of Joseph, the blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had. 
 
BUT IT GETS WORSE FOR JOSEPH. 
 
(4) SEDUCTION (Genesis 39:6b-20) 
 -  Not only was Joseph a great leader, he was also great looking. 
 -  And here’s where the story takes a DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES turn. 
 -  Potiphar’s wife, who was the EVA LONGORIA character in Egypt, took notice of him and said 
 to him, “Come to bed with me!” (vs. 7b). 
 -  Vs. 10, tells us she repeatedly tried to get Joseph to go to bed with her.  But he refused. 
 
Verse 9.  “How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 
 -  He REFUSED, RESISTED and finally RAN. 
 
Verses 11-12.  One day he was going about his duties and she grabbed his coat. 
 -  He ran out of the house, leaving his coat behind but with his character intact. 
 
•  When her husband came home, she made up a story to protect her own skin. 
 -  Potiphar was captain of Pharaoh’s bodyguard.  
   •  “Bodyguard” would be translated “executioner.” 
   - Potiphar was the chief executioner for Pharaoh. 
 
•  He wouldn’t have been a person who would have just thrown a slave into prison. 
 -  We can safely assume he trusted Joseph more then he trusted his own wife. 
  • So Potiphar has Joseph thrown in prison. 
 
(5) SECLUSION (Genesis 39:20-41:40) 
 -  Potiphar saves face by sending Joseph to prison.  But Joseph loses ten more years of his life. 
 -  Nothing good can happen now.  He’s back in a pit, literally. 
 
REMEMBER TWO THINGS:  
 #1 There’s an UPPER STORY being written. 
  •  What’s going on in your life may look like the pits to you. 
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 #2 No matter where you are God is always there, too.  
  •  Remember what we saw in Genesis 39:2?  “The Lord was with Joseph.” 
  •  Look at vs. 20-21.  “But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with him; he  
  showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.” 
  
Verse 23, “The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care because the Lord was with 
Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.” 
  
•  In Chapter 40, we meet a couple of notable prisoners under Joseph’s care:  One is the former 
cupbearer of the king.  The other is the King’s baker. 
 -  They both have a couple of troubling dreams that Joseph interprets for them. 
  •  And the dreams come true exactly as Joseph said they would.  (Remember that.) 
 
•  A couple of years later, Pharaoh has a troubling dream and no one can interpret it. 
 -  The cupbearer remembers Joseph from the prison and Pharaoh has him brought to the palace. 
 
Don’t miss this:  What we see as SEPARATION God sees as PREPARATION. 
 -  All Joseph has seen in his LOWER STORY is the prison. 
  •  But God is viewing this in HIS UPPER STORY and He sees the palace. 
 
(6) SUPERVISION (Genesis 41:41-57) 
 -  Joseph’s time of SECLUSION has now prepared him for a time of SUPERVISION. 
  •  Only God could do something like this. 
 -  How do you go from the lowest of lows to Deputy Pharaoh? 
 -  How do you go from the prison to the Vice President of Egypt – the second most powerful man 
 in the world? 
 
How does that happen?   
 -  Because God is writing the story. 
 -  He wants to build a new nation, so what does He do?  He chooses an elderly, infertile couple. 
 -  Now the time has come for someone to rescue His people because a severe famine is coming. 
  •  He’s going to need someone He can trust, in a position of power and authority. 
 
Who does He choose? 
 -  A 30-yr.-old, former slave, ex-con, without a family, from a foreign country, named JOSEPH. 
 
•  God always writes His story with an unlikely cast of characters from unlikely places to accomplish 
impossible outcomes – so He gets all the glory. 
 
•  In Genesis 41:46-57, we discover that Joseph implemented a 7-year plan to stockpile resources of 
food.  They collected so much vs. 49 says, “he stopped keeping records because it was beyond 
measure.” 
 -  Then, the famine hit and affected not only Egypt but regions beyond, including Canaan, where 
 Joseph’s family was from. 
 
•  Joseph’s family had money but no grain.  So Joseph’s father, Jacob, sent Joseph’s older brothers to 
Egypt to buy grain.   
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•  When Joseph’s brothers arrive in Egypt (Genesis 42), 22 years have passed since they had sold him 
into slavery. 
 -  Joseph was 17 then. He’s 39 now and his brothers don’t recognize him. 
 -  They have no idea who this is and you know what they do?  They bow down in front of him. 
 
•  Joseph puts them through a few tests (Chapters 42-44) to make sure they’ve really changed. 
 -  He sees they really care about their father and their fellow brothers. 
 
Genesis 45:1 says, “Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants,” and he had 
everyone leave so it was just him and his brothers. 
 -  He told his brothers who he was and wept so loud Pharaoh’s entire household heard it (vs. 2). 
 
•  He asked them, “Is my father still living?” (vs. 3) 
 -  His brothers couldn’t answer because they “were terrified at his presence” (vs. 3). 
 
Verse 5. “Do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was 
to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.” 
 -  “It’s okay.  You see, God has this UPPER STORY He’s writing and he uses you and me to 
 accomplish His purposes.” 
 
• Everyone thought they knew where this story was going.  But God had a different ending in mind. 
 
Genesis 50:20, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives.” 
 
GOD DOESN’T CAUSE ALL THINGS . . .  
 -  He didn’t cause the brothers to throw Joseph into a pit and sell him into slavery. 
 -  He didn’t cause Mrs. Potiphar to lust after Joseph and then lie about him. 
 -  He didn’t cause Mr. Potiphar to throw Joseph into prison. 
 
BUT HERE IS WHAT GOD DOES . . . He causes “all things to work together for good.” 
•  He takes all those decisions and all those broken pieces and all the dysfunction of that family and all 
the disappointments and says, “I can work with that.” 
 -  And He takes all of those pieces and all of those people and accomplishes His purpose. 
  •  He makes it all turn out for Joseph’s good and His glory. 
 
•  Your story might not make sense this morning:  Divorced, abused, unemployed, single, bitter, 
betrayed, hurt, sick, disillusioned, you name it. 
  
•  You may think you know where your story is going and others may have even written you off. 
 
Here’s what you need to remember . . . 
 -  God has a different ending in mind and if you’ll just trust Him – you’re going to love it! 
  Romans 8:28, “And we know that IN ALL THINGS GOD WORKS FOR THE GOOD OF  
  THOSE WHO LOVE HIM, who have been called according to His purpose.”  
 
•  HOLLYWOOD isn’t the only one to change endings.  HEAVEN does it, too.  (But these are REAL!) 


