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“GOD BUILDS A NATION” 
(Text: Genesis 12:1-36:43) 

 
•  We’ve begun an incredible adventure here at Crossroads called THE STORY. 
 -  We’re spending the next 7 months as a church learning what GOD’S STORY is all about so we 
 can discover how OUR STORY fits in with His. 
 
•  We began last week with the very first words of the Bible: “In the beginning God . . .” (Genesis 1:1) 
 -  We saw how God created the heavens and the earth, the sun, the moon and the stars. 
 -  We saw how He created all the birds of the air and the fish of the sea and all the animals. 
 
•  But His greatest creation, God’s crowning achievement, was creating man and woman. 
 -  In His own image and for His glory. 
  -  When He created Adam and Eve, He stepped back and said, “It is very good!” 
 
•  God created mankind to be in relationship with Him and gave us the freedom to choose. 
 -  Satan entered the picture and sin entered the human race.   
 -  Adam and Eve made a wrong choice and ate from the tree God told them not to eat from. 
  •  They were banished from the garden but took the seed of sin with them and passed it on  
  to their own sons. 
  •  Their first-born son, CAIN, became the first murderer, killing his own brother, ABEL. 
 
•  And things just kept getting worse. 
 -  Genesis 6:5-7.  God decided to destroy mankind and all the creatures He had made. 
 
Genesis 6:8. “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” 
 -  God decided He would start all over with Noah and his family. 
 -  Noah built a boat bigger than the size of a football field. 
  •  You know the story.  It rained for 40 days and 40 nights. 
  •  At the end of the flood, God placed a rainbow in the sky as a symbol of His promise that He 
  would never again send a flood to destroy all the living creatures on the earth. 
 
EVERYTHING I EVER NEEDED TO KNOW I LEARNED FROM NOAH. 
1. Don’t miss the boat. 
2. Remember, we are all in the same boat. 
3. Plan ahead.  It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark. 
4. Stay fit.  When you’re 600 years old someone may ask you to do something really big. 
5. Don’t listen to critics, just get on with the job that needs to be done. 
6. Build your future on high ground. 
7. Speed isn’t everything.  The snails were on board with the cheetahs. 
8. When you’re stressed, float awhile. 
9. Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs.  The Titanic by professionals. 
10. No matter what the storm, when you are with God there’s always a rainbow waiting. 
 
•  After the flood was over and Noah and his family were on dry ground again, it wasn’t long before 
Noah made a wrong choice and wound up drunk and naked in his tent. 
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•  The same sinful seed from Adam was in Noah.  It’s in every one of us. 
 
•  We pick up THE STORY in Genesis 12 where we meet a man named Abraham. 
 -  He is first known as ABRAM and his wife Sarah is first known as Sarai. 
 
In your Bible, it’s only a couple of pages from the end of the flood.  But in real time, over a thousand 
years have passed between Noah and Abraham. 
 -  God is going to BUILD A NATION and He chooses Abraham to do it. 
 
READ:  Genesis 12:1-5.   God’s going to use Abraham to build this great nation. 
 -  In fact, God says Abraham will be the “father of this great nation.” 
 
God lays out a 4-fold promise to Abraham in Genesis 2:2-3: 
1. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you. 
2. I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
3. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse. 
4. All people on earth will be blessed through you. 
 
•  Even though Abraham doesn’t see it or understand it, by faith He follows God’s agenda, takes his wife 
and his nephew and his people and possessions and heads for a land God said He would show him. 
 
Hebrews 11:8-12.  You’ve got to see this. 
 
Genesis 15:5.  God took Abraham outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if 
indeed you can count them.”  Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
 -  “You’re going to be the father of this great nation and your descendants will be greater than the 
 stars in the sky.” 
 
•  So we’re reading this story and God is going to build a nation.  But right away we see there are some 
problems with this plan God has. 
 1.  Abraham came from the wrong family. 
  •  Abraham’s father, TERAH, was an idol worshipper and an idol maker. 
 2. Abraham was in his mid 70s.  Sarah was in her mid 60s. 
  •  They’re way past child-bearing age. 
 3. They have no children of their own. 
  •  It’s too late to have kids and yet, God says, “You’re going to be the father of a nation.” 
 
•  God chooses to use this elderly, infertile couple to build this nation. 
 
This is the beginning of a trend we’re going to see over and over again in THE STORY. 
 -  God uses the least likely people to accomplish His purposes and to tell His Story. 
 
•  ABRAHAM was old and ISAAC was insecure.  LEAH was unattractive and JOSEPH was a slave.  
MOSES stuttered and GIDEON was fearful.  SAMSON was proud and RAHAB was immoral and 
DAVID had an affair.  ELIJAH was suicidal and JEREMIAH was depressed and JONAH was 
disobedient and NAOMI was a widow, and MARY was a poor, teenage girl and JOHN the BAPTIST 
was weird – to say the least.  PETER was impulsive and MARTHA worried a lot. 
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The SAMARITAN WOMAN had a number of failed marriages and THOMAS had his doubts and 
PAUL was in poor health and TIMOTHY was timid and the list goes on and on of the people God 
would use to tell His Story. 
 -  It’s not who you would expect or who we would choose.   But God chooses them. 
 
Why?  Why does God use this long list of imperfect misfits to accomplish His purposes? 
 -  Why would God use an elderly, infertile couple to begin a nation? 
 
•  Because that’s what God does.  He does it for His glory. 
 -  The UPPER STORY is all about the glory of God. 
 -  He chooses the weak, the despised and the least likely so He gets all the glory. 
  •  His strength shines brightest through our weaknesses. 
 
•  So, for everyone who doesn’t feel like they’re qualified or good enough to be a part of the story God is 
writing . . .  
 -  For everyone who feels like “it’s too late for God to use me.  I’ve made too many mistakes.  I’m 
 too old.” 
 -  For everyone who feels like “I don’t have the resources or the right gifts or talents.” 
 
•  You look at ABRAHAM and SARAH and you see that God uses people like you and me. 
 -  It may not make sense on paper or to anyone else.  But it makes perfect sense to God. 
 
•  God takes the broken pieces and damaged pieces of our lives and says, “Watch what I can do with 
this.” 
 
We shouldn’t be surprised, even now as God writes His story . . . 
•  That when God wants to start a national prison ministry He chooses an ex-con named CHUCK 
COLSON. 
•  When He wants to teach us about joy and contentment, He uses a quadriplegic named JONI 
EARECKSON TADA. 
•  When God wants to teach us about grace and hope and second chances he uses a struggling addict 
who happens to play baseball named JOSH HAMILTON. 
•  When God wants to get everyone’s attention and remind us we don’t have everything all figured out, 
He raises up an Asian American, Harvard grad – that nobody’s ever heard of named JEREMY LIN to 
point the world to Him. 
 
•  So, it makes perfect sense for God to choose ABRAHAM and SARAH to build this new nation. 
 -  In Genesis 12:4, it simply says, “So Abram left, as the Lord has told him . . . ” 
 -  In Genesis 15:6, it says, “Abram believed the Lord . . .” 
 
•  As we study The Story we need to remember it’s not just about what we’re learning.  It’s about how 
we’re living. 
 -  If all we do is accumulate information and forget the application, we’ve wasted our time. 
 
•  ABRAHAM heard from God and responded in obedience.  He followed God by faith. 
 Romans 4:18 says, “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of 
 many nations.” 
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•  Even though ABRAHAM’S body was as good as dead and SARAH’S womb was dead, Abraham 
believed God and against all hope believed God would do what He promised He would do. 
 -  That’s the way FAITH is.  FAITH is believing God against all hope. 
 
•  So much of your story is going to come down to one very simple question:  “Do you believe God?” 
 -  How you answer that question has the potential to change the outcome of your story. 
 
•  You didn’t get the job you applied for.  DO YOU BELIEVE GOD? 
•  You didn’t get into the school you wanted to get in to?  DO YOU BELIEVE GOD? 
•  The economy is tough right now.  DO YOU BELIEVE GOD? 
•  Maybe you struggle with generosity and giving isn’t easy.  It’s easy to find yourself being selfish and 
greedy.  DO YOU BELIEVE GOD when He says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”? 
 -  DO YOU BELIEVE GOD when He says, “to bring the whole tithe into His storehouse and see if 
 He will open the floodgates of Heaven upon you where you don’t even have room enough for all 
 the blessings He will send your way?” 
 
•  It all comes down to DO I REALLY BELIEVE GOD? 
 
•  We come to Genesis 16 and Sarah decides it’s taking too long and she needs to help God out a little. 
 -  That’s always a mistake.  God doesn’t need our help.  We need his. 
 
Genesis 16:2.  Sarah tells Abraham to start a family with HAGAR, her Egyptian maidservant. 
 -  Vs. 11.  The Angel of the Lord (Jesus) said, “You’re going to have a son and you shall name him 
 ISHMAEL.  He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s 
 hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.” 
  •  ISHMAEL becomes the father of the ARAB NATIONS. 
 
•  The battles going on the MIDDLE EAST today are the result of Sarah and ABRAHAM trying to 
help God out.  (Who’s to blame for the battles going on in your life?) 
 
Genesis 21:2-5.  25 years after God called Abraham to leave his homeland and move to Canaan.  25 
years after God promised to make him the father of this new nation, Sarah gives birth to ISAAC. 
 -  Abraham is 100 years old.  Sarah is 90. 
  •  ISAAC means “laughter.”  It is pretty funny when a 90 year old & a 100 year old have a kid. 
 
Genesis 22:1-19.  Something that wasn’t very funny at all takes place. 
 -  Approximately 20-25 years later, God tells Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering on 
 a mountain God will tell him about. 
  
•  This seems so completely contrary to the character and nature of God.   
 -  There’s not one instance in the Bible of God requiring a human sacrifice. 
 -  In fact, in Deuteronomy 18:10, God forbids it. 
  •  So why would He tell Abraham to sacrifice son, Isaac? 
 
Are you ready for this?  GOD DOESN’T TELL HIM & ABRAHAM DOESN’T ASK! 
 -  Genesis 22:3, “Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey.” 
  •  If that had been you or me, it wouldn’t have said, “early the next morning.” 
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READ:  Genesis 22:4-14. 
 -  I want to make sure you notice what’s happening here. 
 -  You have the Angel of the Lord, in the region of Mt. Moriah, an area of hilltops that surrounds 
 Jerusalem, and He identifies Himself – Verse 12 as GOD. 
  
This is the Lord, Jesus Christ in a pre-incarnate manifestation. 
 -  It’s not MICHAEL.  It’s not GABRIEL.  It’s JESUS! 
 
•  I also want to point out that Abraham told his son, ISAAC that GOD would provide a LAMB. 
 -  And He did to save Isaac. 
 
•  But what’s really incredible is that 2,080 years later, once again God provides a LAMB, on this same 
mountain, Mt. Moriah, which would become Mt. Calvary and the sacrifice would be His own Son, 
JESUS. 
 -  And God did that to save all of us. 
 
•  ISAAC grew up and married REBECCA.   
 -  They were married 20 years before they had their first child. 
 -  ISAAC was 60 when REBECCA became pregnant with TWINS: JACOB & ESAU. 
 
Genesis 25:23, The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you 
will be separated; one will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.” 
 -  That’s exactly what happened.  JACOB cheated his brother twice:  once for his birthright and 
 another time for his father’s blessing. 
 
•  Years later, when Jacob wanted to marry the love of his life, RACHEL, and went to work for her 
father, LABAN, the Bible promise that “you reap what you sow” came true and Jacob got cheated. 
 -  He had to marry the not so pretty older sister, LEAH, and then work 7 more years for Rachel. 
 
• After that experience, JACOB realized he couldn’t go home again without facing ESAU. 
 -  God sovereignly arranged the meeting and Genesis 32 tells us the angels of God helped with the 
 details, protecting Jacob and his family. 
 -  Restoration was the order of the day and the brothers were reunited and completely reconciled. 
 
•  The night before that experience, JACOB wrestled with God and said, “I will not let you go unless 
you bless me.” 
 -  God blessed him by changing his name (to ISRAEL) and changing his walk.     
  •  God touched his hip so he would never walk the same again. 
 
•  JACOB, now ISRAEL, would have 12 sons who would become the 12 Tribes of Israel. 
 -  One of those sons will become the next major character in GOD’S STORY. 
 
One final note:  God didn’t call ABRAHAM because he was qualified or because he deserved it. 
 -  God called him and used him because he had faith – he believed God. 
 
•  God’s calling us today – not because we’re qualified or because we deserve it. 
 -  He wants to use us because we’ve put our faith and our trust in Him. 


