
“THE STORY,” Message #1                                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
Sunday Morning, March 11th, 2012 
 

“CREATION:  The Beginning of Life As We Know It” 
(Text: Genesis 1:1-11:32) 

(Show Creation Clip) 
 
•  No story ever had a better beginning than GOD’S STORY! 
 -  The Bible opens with these words, in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God . . .” 
 
•  It takes more faith, more time, more effort, more everything to believe any other explanation man has 
attempted to give for the world in which we live, than to just simply believe what the Bible says. 
 
•  A number of errors are refuted by those four simple words: “In the beginning God . . .”  
 1. ATHEISM: which says there is no God. 
 2. POLYTHEISM: which says there are many gods. 
 3. PANTHEISM: which says God is everything. 
 4. FATALISM: which says man is merely an accident. 
 5. EVOLUTION: which says man ascended from lower forms of life. 
 
Dr. E.V. Hill said, “The great God Almighty stepped out from behind the curtain of nowhere upon the 
platform of nothing and spoke the worlds into existence.” 
 
•  In Genesis 1:1 we are introduced to the main character of THE STORY, the main character of the 
whole Bible:  It’s GOD! 
 -  The curtain rises on The Story and the spotlight is on HIM. 
 -  He’s the reason for it all.  All of creation and life flows from Him and out of Him. 
 
•  In fact, the word for CREATION is a word used only to describe divine, creative activity. 
 -  It means to “bring into existence something from nothing.” 
 -  The Bible says, “From nothing, God created everything.” 
   
•  Man can’t do that.  Man has to have something to start with and it’s amazing what mankind has come 
up with over the years – but in every case, man had to start with something that was already here. 
 
•  Now the sequence and pattern of Creation are simple, but almost too overwhelming to take in. 
 -  On Days 1, 2 & 3, God creates the places of the earth. 
 -  On Days 4, 5, & 6, God puts objects in each of those places. 
   
•  I want you to notice a recurring theme:  over and over again we read, “And it was good.” 
 -  Genesis 1:4, “God saw that the light was good.” 
 -  Genesis 1:10, “And God saw that it was good.” 
 -  Genesis 1:12, “And God saw that it was good.” 
 -  Genesis 1:18, “And God saw that it was good.” 
 -  Genesis 1:21, “And God saw that it was good.” 
 -  Genesis 1:25, “And God saw that it was good.” 
  •  Six times it says, “And God saw that it was good.” 
 
•  On Day One (vs. 3-5) God created Light and separated it from the darkness. 
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•  On Day Two (vs. 6-8) God created the waters and the sky. 
•  On Day Three (vs. 9-13) God created the land. 
•  On Day Four (vs. 14-19) God created the Sun, moon and stars. 
•  On Day Five (vs. 20-23) God created the fish and birds. 
•  On Day Six (vs. 24-25) God created the animals. 
 
•  At the end of each day, God steps back, takes a look and records in His journal, “This is good.” 
 -  But, while the creation of the heavens and earth are magnificent accomplishments, there’s 
 something missing. 
 -  The point of the story isn’t the places God has created or the fascinating objects and animals 
 He’s placed there.  God’s passion is PEOPLE! 
 
Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along 
the ground.” 
 -  Man is a unique creation unlike any of God’s other creations. 
   
•  We didn’t evolve from some lower life form.  We are the image bearers of Almighty God. 
 -  Our purpose is to reflect His image, to have fellowship with Him and to glorify Him. 
 
Genesis 1:27, “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them.” 
 -  When God had created man and woman, He then stepped back and said, “It is very good!” 
 
Genesis 1:31, “God saw all that He had made, it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was 
morning – the sixth day.” 
 
Genesis 2:2.  Why did God rest?  It wasn’t because He was tired.  He didn’t need a break.  He was 
setting an example. 
 
•  Another question people ask is: “Why was the man created first before the woman?” 
 -  There are tons of theories on that. 
 -  Some female scholars say, “Well, God created man and when He looked at man He said, ‘You  
 know, I can do better than that.’” 
 -  Some male scholars will say, “Well I know why God created the woman last.  He didn’t want 
 her giving advice to Him all the way through creation.” 
 
ILL.   A little girl asked her mom, “How did the human race start?”  Her mom said, “Well, God made 
the first man and the first woman – Adam and Eve, and they were made in His own image.  And then 
they had children and that’s how mankind came to be.” 
 A few days later the little girl asked her dad.  “Dad, how did the human race come to be?”  “Well, 
honey, many years ago there were monkeys that were all around, and the human race evolved from 
those monkeys.” 
 The little girl was so confused and went back to her mom and said, “Mommy, I don’t understand.  
I’m so confused.  You said God created us and daddy said we came from monkeys.  How can that be?” 
 The mother wiped her hands on a towel and said, “Honey, let me explain.  It’s very simple.  I 
explained you my side of the family.  And your father explained his side of the family.  Alright?” 
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•  All I know is the only time in Creation when God said, “It is not good,” is in Genesis 2:18, when it 
says, “The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
 
Genesis 1-2 are actually parallel accounts of Creation.  Chapter one gives the big picture.  Chapter 
two gives the details. 
 -  One of the big questions is: “Are these SIX, literal 24-hr. days?” 
  •  The use of the terms “And there was evening, and there was morning” suggest that. 
 
•  One of the keys that unlocks the mystery is the fact God created Adam and Eve as fully-grown adults. 
 -  If God could do that, He could easily create a fully-grown earth. 
  
Genesis 2:8.  God created an incredible garden in the east, called EDEN, and that’s where He put 
Adam.  (Show map of the Garden of Eden) 
 -  Genesis 2:18 tells us that’s where He created Eve. 
 
•  Most scholars believe the Garden of Eden is located somewhere near the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.   
 -  So God created everything and saw that it was good. 
 -  And He placed Adam and Eve in this incredible garden called Eden. 
 
God laid down just one ground rule.   
 -  At this stage of the game there aren’t Ten Commandments.  Just one. 
 -  One of the recurring themes of The Story is that God doesn’t force anyone to love Him or live 
 for Him – He gives us the freedom to choose. 
  •  That’s the way it all began.  That’s the way it was with Adam and Eve. 
   -  He gave them the freedom to choose. 
  •  That’s still the way it is TODAY! 
 
•  God put TWO TREES in the middle of the garden (Genesis 2:9). 
 -  One was the tree of life, which bore fruit that when eaten would sustain life forever. 
 -  The other was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
•  God specifically said, “Don’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of 
it you will surely die” (Genesis 2:17). 
 
Genesis 3:1, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.” 
 -  And the first thing he does is QUESTION God’s Word. 
  •  He said to the woman: “Did God really say you can’t eat from any tree in the garden?” 
 -  Then, he DENIES the Word of God.  “You will not surely die.” 
 
•  Satan is the father of all lies and Eve buys the lie and eats the fruit. 
 -  Genesis 3:6, “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
 the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to 
 her husband who was with her, and he ate it.” 
 
Note:  Eve shouldn’t have eaten it and Adam should’ve protected his wife.  God told him not to eat of 
the tree and he should’ve led his wife and protected her and resisted the temptation himself.  (But neither 
of them did that.) 
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Genesis 3:7 is an interesting verse: “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they 
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.” 
 -  It always looks good before and bad after. 
  •  We see the enticement but are blind to the entrapment. 
 
•  Up until this point Adam and Eve had been living in perfect innocence, perfect harmony, completely 
uninhibited.  But now, they felt shame and guilt and all they wanted to do was hide from God. 
 -  SIN DOES THAT.  Sin causes things to fall apart. 
 
To help you grasp what Satan and sin did here I want you to watch this video with me.   
 
(Show Clip)  
 
•  Did that give you goose bumps?  When the woman said, “And the serpent . . . he just smiled.” 
 -  Why is that? 
 -  It’s because we all feel a chill at Satan’s deceptive tactics – because he gets to all of us. 
 
•  In Genesis, we quickly discover it’s not just ADAM and EVE who struggle with sin. 
 -  That same sin nature raises its ugly head in their offspring:  Cain and Abel. 
   
•  When they became adults, they each gave an offering to God. 
 -  Abel did what the Lord said.  Cain did what he wanted. 
 -  When Cain saw how pleased God was with what Abel had done, he became jealous, tricked him 
 into going out into the field where he murdered him. 
 
•  Adam passed that same sin nature down to his own sons and it has been passed on to every one of us. 
 
The UPPER STORY is God’s love for man and how he wants to enjoy fellowship with us. 
The LOWER STORY is man’s continual struggle to make the right choices and enjoy fellowship 
with God. 
 
Genesis 6:5-7a, “The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  The Lord was grieved that he had 
made man on the earth and his heart was filled with pain. So, the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom 
I have created from the face of the earth.” 
 
Genesis 6:8 says, “But NOAH found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”  
 -  Noah was a righteous man and God would start over with him. 
 -  So God told Noah to build a boat that was bigger than the size of a football field. 
  •  And to fill it with two animals of every kind. 
 -  It rained for 40 days and 40 nights and flooded the entire earth, killing everyone and every thing. 
  •  God basically started over.  (Show map of the Ark) 
 
•  But Noah and his family had barely set foot back on dry land when Noah made the wrong choice 
again and would up drunk and naked in his tent. 
 -  The same sinful seed from Adam was in Noah.  It’s in every one of us. 
•  In fact, in Genesis 11, the building of the infamous Tower of Babel, the sinful seed is seen again. 
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•  Over and over again, in the LOWER STORY, we see man’s struggle with sin. 
 -  It continues today. 
 
•  But in the UPPER STORY, God still loves us and wants to be in relationship with us. 
 
THERE’S SOME ENCOURAGEMENT IN THIS FOR ALL OF US: 
 
(1) In Genesis 3:15.  This is the first time that God talks about His Son, Who is going to come. 
 -  This is the first messianic prophecy in Scripture. 
 -  God tells Satan that the seed of the woman (Eve) will “crush your head.” 
  •  You (Satan) will “strike his heel,” but “he (Jesus) will crush your head.” 
 
•  The Bible tells THE STORY of God’s relentless pursuit of a relationship with us. 
 -  He’s willing to do whatever it takes. 
 
(2) In Genesis 3:21.  God made garments of skin for Adam and Eve to cover their sin. 
 -  He took an animal and shed its blood to provide a covering for Adam and Eve. 
 -  Hebrews 9:22, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 
 
•  The most mind-boggling thought contained in the Bible is this:  even in our state of blatant selfishness 
and sin, GOD WANTS US BACK! 
  
• You would think that after Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, and Noah that God would finally give up 
on us. 
 -  But He didn’t.  He couldn’t. 
 
The history of the world can be summed up in 3 words: 
(1) Generation 
(2) Degeneration 
(3) Regeneration 
 
 
SIN RUINS, but GOD REDEEMS. 
 
GOD’S UPPER STORY HASN’T CHANGED. 
 -  From this point in the story, until the final chapter of the Bible, we see God’s passion unfolding, 
 one story at a time. 
 -  He wants to give you and me an opportunity to return to Him, where we will live with Him 
 forever. 
  •  And He will do WHATEVER IT TAKES to get us back. 
 
SIN RUINS, GOD REDEEMS. 
 
•  THE STORY of His redemption is the story of the Bible – the greatest story of all time. 
  
 
 


