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“THE GREATEST STORY OF ALL TIME” 
(Text: 2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
ILL.  The classic GONE WITH THE WIND recently celebrated its 75th anniversary.  It was originally 
published by Macmillan Publishing Company in 1936 and sold for $3.00. 
 In 1939, David O. Selznick and Metro Goldwyn-Mayer, made a movie out of it.  The movie 
received 10 Academy Awards, a record that stood for 20 years until Ben Hur, another great story, 
surpassed it in 1960. 
 It was a long movie, lasting 3 hours and 44 minutes with a built-in 15 minute intermission.  It 
was also among the very first of the major motion pictures shot in color. 
 To this day, after adjusting for inflation, it has still earned more than any other film in box office 
revenue. 
 There are still five surviving cast members from that original film. 
 
•  I’m told it’s a great story, set during the Civil War.  (I’ve never read the book, but someone did give 
me a DVD of the movie to watch it.) 
 -  Someday, when I have an extra 3 hours and 44 minutes to spare, I’ll watch it. 
 
If Paul Harvey were here this morning, he’d say, “Now for the rest of the story . . .” 
 -  Gone With The Wind was written by a lady named Margaret Mitchell.   It actually took her 10 
years to complete the manuscript, typing chapter after chapter. 
 -  The interesting part is that the first chapter she typed was the last chapter of the book. 
  •  She literally began with the end in mind. 
  •  So everything that followed had a purpose. 
 
•  This morning, we begin one of the greatest adventures, if not the greatest adventure, of our lives. 
 -  We begin THE STORY – GOD’S STORY! 
 
•  For the next 31 weeks, we are going to look at THE GREATEST STORY OF ALL TIME – THE 
BIBLE. 
 -  Here’s the best part about GOD’S STORY:  God started with the end in mind – with you and 
 me in Heaven with Him forever. 
 -  Everything that follows has an incredible purpose. 
 
•  Someone may say, “Well how do we know this is God’s story?  And how do we even know if there’s 
really a God?” 
 -  H.G. Wells, the famous English author said, “If there is no God, nothing matters.  If there is a 
 God, nothing else matters.” 
 
David Faust, HONEST QUESTIONS, HONEST ANSWERS, “The universe requires a creator.  ‘In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth’ (Genesis 1:1).  He preceded all creation, he planned it, 
he has a purpose for it, he put it all together by his power.  Whether you look through a telescope or 
through a microscope, at the orbits of the planets or at the wings of a hummingbird, you can see order 
and complexity in nature that point to the hand of God.   
 Scientist John Haldane once asked theologian Ronald Knox, ‘In a universe containing millions of 
planets, is it not inevitable that life should appear on at least one of them?’ 
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“Sir,” replied Knox, “if Scotland Yard found a body in your cabin trunk, would you tell them: ‘There are 
millions of trunks in the world; surely one of them must contain a body?’  I think they would still want 
to know who put it there.” 
 
David goes on to say: “Life requires a designer – especially human life.  A single molecule of human 
DNA contains roughly the same amount of information as a volume of an encyclopedia.  A single living 
cell functions like a tiny factory.  Your human body contains a highly complicated computer (brain), 
pump (heart), furnace (stomach), camera (eye), musical instrument (ear), communication network 
(nerves) . . . all designed to move around on a flexible but sturdy structural framework (bones), under a 
protective covering (skin) that allows perspiration to escape when you exercise but keeps water from 
pouring into your body when you bathe or swim.” 
 
Now here’s the clincher: 
 “Cause and effect is a matter of common sense.  A STORY REQUIRES AN AUTHOR.  A song 
requires a composer.  A painting requires an artist.  A computer code requires a programmer.  A law 
code requires a lawgiver.  A meal requires a cook.  A child requires a parent.  Doesn’t the universe 
require a designer?” 
 
 “Even if an evolutionary theory could satisfactorily explain (and none has) how we humans 
developed such amazing bodies through purely natural means, it would only have scratched the surface 
of the problem.  Where did we get the spiritual part of our being?  How did we develop what Christian 
apologist Francis Schaeffer used to call our ‘unique mannishness’?  Where did we get our minds, wills, 
morals, emotions and aspirations?   
 How did we even come up with the idea of God, if we are not made in his image?  Don’t we 
instinctively recognize that we are ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ (Psalm 139:13,14) and that God has 
‘set eternity in the hearts of men’ (Ecclesiastes 3:11)?” 
 
•  For the next 31 weeks, we are going to look at THE GREATEST STORY OF ALL TIME – GOD’S 
STORY. 
 -  You may not know this but your Bible doesn’t appear book by book chronologically. 
  •  The majority of the Bible does flow historically and chronologically. 
 -  But since the Bible doesn’t read like a novel it becomes difficult to capture the flow of history. 
 
•  So, we are going to be using a book called THE STORY.  It is an incredible resource that will help us 
understand the Bible. 
 -  It’s written like a novel, like one continuous story, and it’s broken down into 31 chapters with 
 about 12 pages to each chapter. 
 
•  We’re encouraging every one of you to get a copy of the book today.  (Grand Hall/$10 donation) 
 -  There is a version for teenagers and a version for pre-teens.  
 -  There are a couple of versions for children. 
  •  There’s even a version written in Spanish. 
 
•  We want you to get a book and over the next 31 weeks, from now through October, we’ll be asking 
you to read one chapter each week in preparation for what we’ll be studying that next Sunday and in 
your Life Groups. 
 -  Chapter One begins on page 1 and there are exactly 12 pages to the first chapter. 
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•  Eighty percent of the book is written in the same font and that let’s you know that this is the 
Scripture part. 
 -  You can even go to the back of the book and it will show you exactly which portions of Scripture 
 you’re reading. 
 
•  When there are transitions, you’ll notice they are in ITALICS.  Each time that is a transitional 
summary that takes us from one passage and jumps ahead a little bit. 
 -  So, for example, on Page 7, this transition takes us from Genesis 4:9 all the way to Genesis 6:5. 
  • The transition fills in some of the gaps for us. 
 
•  I also want you to notice at the bottom of Page 7, there’s a footnote. 
 -  There will be a number of times in The Story where they will explain a word, a concept, or 
 something in more detail so you can understand what it’s talking about. 
  •  Here its a brief explanation about two things:  An Offering and Sin. 
•  There’s also a place in the back of the book where it briefly explains all of the major characters in The 
Story. 
 
I want to be very clear – this is NOT a replacement for your Bible. 
 -  This is a resource to be used alongside your Bible. 
  •  And we want you to read one chapter a week for the next 31 weeks. 
 
READ:  2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
•  We want you to get a copy of The Story today and I want to give you the FOUR KEYS that will 
unlock the book for you. 
 -  If you get this, you will begin to understand the Bible, GOD’S STORY like never before. 
 
(1) THERE’S “AN UPPER STORY” AND “A LOWER STORY” 
 -  Max Lucado, who had a hand in this whole adventure says, “Above and around us, God directs a 
grander saga – written by his hand, orchestrated by his will, unveiled according to his calendar.  His 
‘upper story’ details his plan of redemption.  He is creating an eternal people for an eternal place. 
 Without the lens of the Upper Story, the events of the Lower Story perplex and confuse us.  They 
create moments of confusion in which we feel too old, too small, unqualified, or outnumbered.  But in 
the context of his Upper Story, our Lower story moments make sense. 
 Look at young Joseph in the Egyptian prison.  A bright, talented youth wasting away behind 
bars.  Imprisonment makes no sense – from the Lower Story angle.  But from the Upper Story, we see 
something else.  We see God protecting the youth in prison so he can use him in the palace.  Joseph is 
sentenced today so he can serve God tomorrow and save the children of Israel from famine and 
extinction. 
 Or take the challenge of another Joseph.  This one enters the story nearly two thousand years 
later as a young carpenter in Nazareth.  A seamy scandal has rocked his world.  Mary, his fiancée, is 
pregnant.  Joseph is not the father.  Of this he is sure.  Of anything else, he is not.  His life has taken a 
random turn toward chaos. But we know better, don’t we?  We know better because we’ve ready the 
story from the Upper Level.  The baby in Bethlehem’s straw has convinced us – God was up to 
something higher, grander, and greater.  Joseph’s scandal was actually God’s solution. 
 The Bible reads like this.  One ‘aha story’ after another.  Prisons are actually provisions.  Scandals 
are actually solutions.  Tragedy at eye level is actually triumph at God’s level.” 
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•  The promise of Romans 8:28-31 rings true for every one of us. 
 “All things work together for good to them who love God and who are the called according to His 
 purpose.”  (All things aren’t good, but somehow they work together for good.) 
 
HOW DOES THAT WORK?  While our story is being written day by day, our Lower Story, God is 
writing His Upper Story and Paul concludes with Romans 8:31, “What, then, shall we say in response 
to this?  If God is for us, who can be against us?” 
 
(1) THERE’S “AN UPPER STORY” AND “A LOWER STORY” 
(2) YOUR STORY MATTERS TO GOD 
 -  How do I know that?  Because God is writing your story.  Every day.  Everything you do. 
 -  Our Lower Story might not appear all that exciting. 
  •  Going to work.  Sitting in rush hour traffic.  Paying bills.  Shopping for groceries.   
  •  Taking care of crying babies who are growing up too fast, and aging parents who are slipping 
  away from us much too fast. 
  •  Dealing with broken hearts and broken homes, high gas prices and low salaries.   
  •  Wondering if anything really matters anymore and if anything we do really makes a   
  difference. 
 -  It does.  Your story matters to God. 
 
(3) GOD’S STORY IS STILL BEING WRITTEN 
 -  Week after week, for the next 31 weeks, we’re going to see the Lower Story in people’s lives and 
 we’re also going to see the Upper Story God is driving home. 
 -  The exciting thing is going to be when you realize the Upper Story and Lower Story aren’t limited 
 just to what we read in our Bibles. 
 -  Every day, the Lower Story and Upper Story are playing out in our own lives. 
  •  No matter what we think, no matter what we face, God is using our Story for His glory! 
 -  Like the two Josephs Max Lucado wrote about – God specializes in using bad beginnings for 
 good endings. 
  •  That’s why He always gets the glory. 
 
(4) GOD HAS ALREADY WRITTEN THE FINAL CHAPTER 
 -  Have you ever thought about the way the Bible begins and ends? 
 -  Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
 -  Revelation 21:1, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
 earth had passed away.” 
 -  Like Margaret Mitchell and Gone With The Wind, God started with the final chapter. 
 -  It all began with God living with man in perfect fellowship.  But sin entered the picture because 
 God doesn’t force anyone to love Him or live for Him.  (We’ll see that more next week.) 
 -  Sin led to pain and hurt and death and tears. 
 
But in Revelation 21:3-4, it says, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 
has passed away.” 
 -  What happens in between all that is God’s incredible story of restoring us to Him. 
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•  The story of the Bible is the story of God’s unending love for us.  He’s on a quest to get us all back. 
 -  His love for us is incomprehensible, unimaginable, unthinkable and unfathomable, but true! 
 
2 Peter 3:9 says that God is “unwilling that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” 
(NKJV) 
 -  That’s why He sent His One and only Son, JESUS CHRIST, to die on a cross in our place. 
 -  Jesus took our place so we could take his – Heaven! 
  •  He’s preparing that place right now – and He promised to join us there forever! 
 
•  That’s why He made sure you’d be here this morning, for this service, for this message. 
 
 -  It might not look like much from your perspective – quite often, the LOWER STORY doesn’t 
 make sense at the time. 
   
•  We’ll see that over and over again as we study the Bible together and see the stories of different 
people in the Bible over the next 31 weeks. 
  
•  But we’re also going to see the story from God’s perspective – the UPPER STORY and we’ll see His 
relentless pursuit of people like you and me, because He loves us and refuses to let us live our lives 
without Him. 
 
•  This is going to be an incredible adventure as we understand, many of us for the very first time: 
   
 THE GREATEST STORY OF ALL TIME! 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
 
  
 
                        
                   


