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“GOD’S MESSENGERS” 
(Text: 1 Kings 17:1-19:21; 2 Kings 2; 4; 6; Hosea 1:1-14:9; Amos 1:1-9:15) 

 
•   Last time we saw a massive division come to the nation of Israel because of the failed legacy of an 
unfaithful leader: SOLOMON. 
 -  The nation had been united, prosperous and thriving under the leadership of King David and 
 continued to enjoy those blessings even in the early years of King Solomon. 
 
•  But Solomon turned away from God and turned to other things including other gods. 
 -  Shortly after Solomon’s death, the kingdom divided. 
 -  Ten of the twelve tribes pulled away, forming the NORTHERN KINGDOM led by Jeroboam, 
 one of Solomon’s former officials. 
 -  Two tribes formed the SOUTHERN KINGDOM, Judah and Benjamin, led by Rehoboam, one 
 of Solomon’s sons. 
 
•  Both Jeroboam and Rehoboam made the wrong decisions and received the wrong counsel. 
 -  The result was the people in both new kingdoms reverted to the old ways of sin of their pagan    
  counterparts before them. (The very people God had told them to drive out of the Promised Land.) 
 -  There were years and years of spiritual decline and unprecedented immorality. 
 •  208 years to be exact. 
 
•  During that 208-year period, the combined kingdoms had thirty-eight different kings. 
 -  Only 5 were GOOD.  The rest are described in Scripture as being EVIL. 
 
•  Even though the kingdom was divided, God remained single-minded in His love for His people. 
 -  ISRAEL was His special nation.  His chosen people. 
 -  He had chosen to reveal Himself to the rest of the world through them. 
  •  But during the majority of that time, evil kings allowed evil things to continue. 
   -  Abominable things.  Unimaginable things. 
    •  Which made for some very dark days in this particular part of God’s Story. 
 
SO WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU WERE GOD? 
•  Annihilate them?  Choose someone else? 
 -  The very nation you chose to reflect your character repeatedly turned away from you, worshiped 
 other gods, practiced and promoted immorality throughout the land?  
 
•  You know what God did?  He raised up PROPHETS to compensate for the spiritual and moral failure 
of the kings. 
 -  He sent messengers.  Special spokesmen who would speak on His behalf. 
 
•  In the Northern Kingdom alone, God raised up 9 prophets during that 208-year period to proclaim to 
the people they needed to repent and turn from their wicked ways or else. 
 -  Four prophets are mentioned in Chapter 15 of THE STORY. 
 -  ELIJAH, ELISHA, AMOS, and HOSEA. 
 
•  The message of the prophets was Shape Up or You’re Going Down! 
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READ:  1 Kings 18:17-21 
 
The first of the FOUR prophets we meet is: 
(1) ELIJAH: THE PROPHET OF FIRE 
 -  We’re introduced to Elijah in the first verse of 1 Kings 17. 
 -  “Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead . . .”  (Seems harmless.) 
  •  That’s all we know of him before his dramatic appearance in Scripture. 
 -  Suddenly, he appears on the scene and is confronting King Ahab, predicting a drought!  (verse 1)
  •  Ahab was the 7th king of Israel and the worst. 
  •  Scripture says, “he did more evil than any of those kings before him.” 
 
•  If his own depravity wasn’t enough, he married a woman named Jezebel, who was even worse. 
 -  She was so bad that even to this day her name symbolizes promiscuity, immorality and evil. 
  •  She was the one who convinced Ahab to turn away from God and worship Baal. 
  •  She executed several of God’s prophets (with Ahab’s full support). 
   -  That was probably the even that triggered Elijah’s challenge to Ahab. 
 
•  Elijah confronted Ahab and challenged him to a showdown with all the prophets of his pagan god. 
 -  That plan was for each side to build an altar, slaughter a bull on it as a sacrifice, then call on their 
 god to send down fire from Heaven to consume it.  (The god who sent fire was the real god.) 
 
1 Kings 18:21.  Once all the people and prophets were assembled, Elijah issued this challenge:  
 “How long will you waver between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is 
 God, follow him.” 
 
•  The 450 false prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah went first. 
 -  They built an altar and placed a bull upon it. 
 -  From morning until noon they cried out, danced around and even cut themselves with swords and 
 spears until their blood flowed.  (They did that all day long.) 
 
•  When it came time for the evening sacrifice, nothing had happened. 
 -  So Elijah took over, built his altar, dug a trench around it, arranged the wood, cut the bull in 
 pieces and laid it on the altar. 
 -  Then he told the people standing by the fill four large jars with water and pour it on the wood and 
 the sacrifice.  (Not one.  Not twice.  But three times!)  The O.T. version of “trash talking.” 
 
1 Kings 18:36-40 
 -  The people see the FIRE fall from Heaven and proclaim, “The Lord – He is God!  The Lord – He 
 is God!” 
 -  Elijah told the people to seize the false prophets and they took them down to the Kishon Valley 
 and slaughtered them there. 
 
•  Elijah became known as the prophet of FIRE.  He even went to Heaven in a mysterious chariot of fire  
(2 Kings 2:11). 
 -  But sometimes those who get fired up can also be quick to burn out. 
 -  That happened to Elijah.  Right after the victory on Mt. Carmel, he fled into the wilderness 
 because Jezebel threatened to kill him.  (God went after Elijah and found him in a cave.) 
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•  Elijah shows us God is willing to go to supernatural lengths to have a relationship with His people. 
 
DON’T THINK:  “Well, that doesn’t have anything to do with me.  I’m not like the people in the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel.” 
 -  Because, too often – like they did – we want to worship gods of our own choosing. 
 -  None of us would ever admit to idol worship, but think about how much time, energy and money 
 we spend on things that have no eternal value. 
 -  Compare that to the time, energy and money we devote to God. 
 
•  In our LOWER STORY, too often, the ONE TRUE GOD is pushed aside for our own little gods. 
 -  God may not send FIRE from Heaven, but He’ll pursue us just as relentlessly. 
 
The second prophet is: 
(2) ELISHA: THE PROPHET OF FAITH 
 -  When God called Elisha, he went back home and burned everything that represented his old way 
 of life. 
 -  He asked Elijah for a “double portion” of his spirit and he did perform twice as many miracles as 
 Elijah did. 
 -  In 2 Kings 4, he is called “the man of God” or “holy man of God” 10 times. 
  •  Do you know any one else in the Bible referred to that often as a man of God? 
 -  Elisha’s name means “God is salvation” or “Jehovah my Savior.” 
  •  In other words, God is our only hope.  We need to have faith and trust in Him. 
 
•  Each of Elisha’s miracles illustrate the lengths God is willing to go to care for the needs of His people. 
 -  2 Kings 2:21.  Elisha threw salt into a spring that provided water to Jericho that was so bad they 
 couldn’t drink it and the crops were dying. 
  •  “This is what the Lord says: ‘I have healed this water.  Never again will it cause death or  
  make the land unproductive.” 
 -  2 Kings 4:1-7.  The widow of a prophet who was about to be evicted from her home and her two 
 boys taken as payment. 
  •  The widow said all she had left was a little oil. 
  •  Elisha told her to get jars from her neighbors and pour the oil she had left into those jars. 
 
•  She ran out of jars before she ran out of oil.  (Again, God’s miraculous provision.) 
 
•  Remember, God had brought them to the land of Promise and promised to take care of them. 
 -  But they turned their back on their Provider and His provision and found themselves frustrated by 
 famine and in desperate straights due to drought.  (All because they’d turned from God.) 
 
2 Kings 5:1-15.  Elisha told Naaman, commander of the army of the King of Aram (Syria) to go dip in 
the Jordan River 7 times and he could be healed of his leprosy. 
 -  2 Kings 4:42-44.  The multiplication of 20 barley loaves to feed 100 men. 
  •  Some of his miracles bear a strong resemblance to the miracles of Christ. 
 
•  Elisha was God’s messenger, sent to His people to tell them God would meet all their needs. 
 -  If they would just have faith to believe in Him, He would do things they would never believe He 
 could do. 
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The third prophet is: 
(3)  AMOS: THE PROPHET OF FEAR 
 -  If Elijah was the prophet of FIRE and Elisha the prophet of FAITH, AMOS is the prophet of 
 FEAR.  (His words struck fear in the hearts of God’s people.) 
 -  Amos isn’t very famous.  In fact, most people don’t even know where his book is in the Bible. 
 -  Amos 5:6, “Seek the Lord and live, or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire; it 
 will devour, and Bethel will have no one to quench it.” 
 -  Verse 14.  “Seek good, not evil, that you may live.  Then the Lord God Almighty will be with 
 you, just as you say he is.  Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts.  Perhaps the Lord 
 God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph.” 
 
Amos 5:16-27.  It’s not a pretty picture. 
 
Amos 2:4-5a, “I will not turn back my wrath (from Judah).  Because they have rejected the law of the 
Lord and have not kept his decrees, because they have been led astray by false gods, the gods their 
ancestors followed.  I will send fire upon Judah . . .” 
 
 -  Amos confronts them for their neglect of God’s Word, idolatry, pagan worship, greed, corruption 
 in leadership and oppression of the poor. 
 -  His words struck fear in the hearts of the people and still does even today. 
 
FEAR is actually a good thing. 
 -  It keeps you from sitting on a fire, playing chicken with an alligator, walking across 360 during 
 rush hour traffic, etc. 
 
Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline.” 
 
Proverbs 9:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” 
 
•  A healthy dose of respect, reverence, and holy awe for God is good for all of us. 
 -  Romans 3:18 describes the people of Israel and even people today: 
  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
 -  Amos said, “If you will fear God and follow His commands, He will bless you again.” 
 
•  In fact, notice the very last verse of Amos.  Amos 9:15: 
 “I will plan Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,” 
 says the Lord your God. 
 
•  AMOS was God’s prophet to call his people back to repentance and restoration. 
 
•  No matter what they’d done, no matter how far they’d gone . . . God still wanted to have a relationship 
with them. 
 
•  That’s not just THEIR STORY, that’s OUR STORY . . . God wants to have a relationship with us! 
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One last prophet: 
(4) HOSEA: THE PROPHET OF FORGIVENESS 
 -  Elijah was the prophet of FIRE.  Elisha, the prophet of FAITH.  Amos, the prophet of FEAR. 
 -  HOSEA is the prophet of FORGIVENESS.  (This is the story of all stories.) 
 -  The story of Hosea shows us how far God is willing to go to reclaim us. 
 
•  HOSEA pled with Israel to return to God.  Hosea 4:1-3 
 “Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because the Lord has a charge to bring against you who 
 live in the land: ‘There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgement of God in the land.  There 
 is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed 
 follows bloodshed.  Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste away; the beasts of 
 the field and the birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying.’” 
 
•  But Israel would not respond and continued to worship other gods and live lives that dishonored God. 
 
•  So God did something incredibly strange to get their attention. 
 -  It makes no sense in the LOWER STORY. 
 -  He tells HOSEA, the prophet, to go find a prostitute and marry her. 
 
Hosea 1:2, “Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is 
guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.” 
 
•  The amazing part to me isn’t that God told HOSEA to marry a prostitute. 
 -  The amazing thing to me is that HOSEA DID IT! 
 
•  He marries a prostitute whose name was GOMER.  (She had to be pretty with a name like that.) 
 -  She married Hosea but kept her night job.  They even had kids.  But she kept working. 
 -  Chapter 3.  Apparently, Gomer left Hosea and wound up a sex slave somewhere. 
 
•  God told him to go find his wife.  He did.  Told her he loved her and wanted her to come home. 
 -  He literally bought her back and took her back home.  (What a LOWER STORY!) 
 
THE UPPER STORY IS:  God is willing to do whatever it takes to get us back because He loves us. 
 
•  Regardless of your sin, regardless of how far you’ve strayed from God – He whispers in your ear:  
“Come Home!” 
 
ILL.  Old Hymn “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” 
“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling for you and for me; 
See, on the portals He’s waiting and watching, Watching for you and for me. 
Come home, come home, Ye who are weary, come home. 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, Calling, O sinner, come home!” 
 
O for the wonderful love He has promised, Promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, Pardon for you and for me. 
Come home, come home, Ye who are weary, come home. 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, Calling, O sinner, come home!” 



 
 
 
  


