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“THE KING WHO HAD IT ALL” 
(Text: 1 Kings 1:1-11:43) 

 
ILL.  It was a routine admission to busy Bellevue Hospital.  A charity case.  One among many from that 
section of New York City.  A homeless man from the Bowery with a sliced throat and a concussion.  
The Bowery, the last stop before the morgue.  A place of filth, loneliness, poverty, cheap booze and 
disease. 
 The derelict’s name was misspelled on the hospital registry.  His age was also incorrect.  He was 
38, not 39.  And someone might say, “what a shame for someone so young to die in such a way, in such 
a place. 
 The details of what happened in the pre-dawn winter’s morning were fuzzy.  The nurse shrugged it 
off.  She’d seen hundreds of cases like this and would probably see hundreds more.  Would it have 
mattered had she known who this man was?  Probably so.  His recent past was the polar opposite of his 
earlier years. 
 The Bowery had become a dead-end stop for an incredible life.  But all that was over.  A fifty cent 
a night flop house had rooms you’ve heard of but would never want to see – full of suffering humanity, 
too miserable to describe.  And, like most, he lived for the next drink more than his next meal.  His 
health was gone and he was starving   
 On that icy morning, before the sun crept over the New York skyline, this shell of a man, who 
looked twice his age, staggered to a sink in a bus station restroom and fell.  The basin toppled and 
shattered.  He was found bleeding from a gash in his neck and he was only semi-conscious.  The doctor 
used a simple, black sewing thread to suture the wound.  That would do.  All the while he was being 
stitched up, the bum kept asking for a drink. He was placed in a paddy wagon and dumped off at 
Bellevue Hospital where he would languish, unable to eat, for three days.  And then, alone . . . he died. 
 His only friend, a drinking buddy, went looking for him and was directed to the morgue.  There, 
among dozens of colorless, nameless corpses with tags on their toes, he was identified.   
 When they scraped his belongings together they found a ragged dirty coat with seventy-six cents in 
one pocket and a little scrap of paper in the other.  That was all he possessed.  Enough coins for another 
night in the Bowery and a little scrap of paper with five words:  “Dear friends and gentle hearts . . .”  
Almost like the words of a song.   
 Why in the world would this drunk carry a line of lyrics?  Maybe he thought he still had it in him.  
Maybe this derelict, with the body of a bum, still had the heart of a musical genius.  A few years before 
his tragic death at 38, this man had written songs that literally made the whole world sing.  Songs like 
Camptown Races, Oh Susannah, Jeannie With the Light Brown Hair, Beautiful Dreamer, Old Folks At 
Home and 200 other songs that are deeply rooted in our rich American heritage. 
 It was STEPHEN FOSTER, the man nobody knew and who died alone.   
 
•  What a tragic story!  A man with such incredible talent and ability and yet, he wasted all that God-
given talent and became a sad statistic due to the fact he had no meaning or purpose in life. 
 -  That someone who had it all could fall so far. 
   
•  And yet, it’s almost a cliché isn’t it? 
 
Howard Hughes, Marilyn Monroe, Freddy Prince, Elvis Presley, Natalie Wood, Josh Belushi, Len 
Bias, Kurt Cobain, Chris Farley, Anna Nicole Smith, Michael Jackson, Whitney Houston. 
 -  All died as victims of suicide or as victims of alcohol or drug abuse. 
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•  Others live today but only as empty shells of their former selves, without respect, with shattered 
reputations, victims of their own tragically poor choices. 
 -  O.J. Simpson, Mike Tyson, Courtney Love, Elliot Spitzer, Bernie Madoff, Marion Jones, 
 Barry Bonds, Tonya Harding, Bill Clinton, Lindsay Lohan, John Edwards. 
 
•  What’s sadder still is the fact there are literally millions of people today who are experiencing the 
same kind of defeat and futility. You don’t hear about them.   
 -  Maybe their lives don’t end in suicide and their names never appear in the headlines. 
  •  But they’re trying to escape the same dissatisfaction in life. 
  •  They never know the sense of victory, joy and fulfillment God wants His people to have. 
 
•  They begin their day the same way as WILLIE LOMAN, the main character in ARTHUR 
MILER’S play DEATH OF A SALESMAN, who gets up every morning, drops his head into his hands 
and mutters, “I have got to get up and live today, but I have forgotten why.” 
 
•  In Chapter 13 of THE STORY, we meet a man like that.  A man named SOLOMON. 
 -  This section of The Story covers 1 Kings 1-11, 2 Chronicles 5-7, Proverbs & Ecclesiastes. 
 
•  SOLOMON was the King who HAD IT ALL!  And he started out well. 
 -  His father, David, had reigned for over 40 years in ISRAEL. 
  
READ:  1 Kings 2:1-4.  David’s instructions to his son before he died. 
 
•  Solomon started out so well. 
 - 1 Kings 3:3-4, “Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the statutes of his 
 father, David . . . The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high 
 place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.” 
 
1 Kings 3:5, “At Gibeon, the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, ‘Ask 
for whatever you want me to give you’.” 
 -  Solomon asked for a wise and discerning heart. 
  •  He didn’t ask for long life or wealth or the death of his enemies. 
  •  The Lord was so pleased, listen to what He said:  1 Kings 3:11-14. 
 
•  Solomon literally became the wisest man who ever lived. 
 -  He showed that wisdom when two women were fighting over a baby.  (“Cut the baby in half.”) 
 - The Queen of Sheba came and was so overwhelmed with his wisdom and wealth she said,  “the 
 half has not been told.” 
 
•  Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. 
 -  The whole world sought audience with him. 
 -  Year after year, everyone who came brought a gift – articles of silver and gold, robes, weapons, 
 spices, horses, mules, sheep and cattle. 
 
•  Had he lived today he would have been on the cover of GQ, PEOPLE, FORBES, FORTUNE, USA 
TODAY and the WALL STREET JOURNAL. 
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•  But something happened to Solomon – a gradual erosion took place in his life. 
 -  Call it burn out.  A mid-life crisis. 
•  Whatever you call it, he lost his way.  He lost his focus.  He lost his purpose and contentment. 
 -  He got involved in gross immorality, drunkenness, idolatry, extravagance and a total loss of  
 direction. 
 
•  How could the wisest man who ever lived make such dumb choices.  HE HAD IT ALL!! 
  
The book of Ecclesiastes, written at the end of Solomon’s life, gives us a peek into his story. 
(1) SOLOMON’S PROBLEM 
 -  What was Solomon’s problem?  He became a pessimist. 
  •  The farther you get away from God the more pessimistic you’ll become. 
  •  You can’t possibly have the right perspective in life when you move away from the   
  Author and Creator of life. 
  
Ecclesiastes 1:2-9 (NLT) “Everything is meaningless,” says the teacher, “utterly meaningless!”  What 
do people get for all their hard work?  Generations come and go, but nothing really changes.  Everything 
is so weary and tiresome!  No matter how much we see, we are never satisfied.  No matter how much we 
hear, we are not content.  History merely repeats itself.  It has all been done before.  Nothing under the 
sun is truly new.” 
 -  What a negative, cynical view of life!  His joy is gone.  Happiness has eluded him. 
  
•  But the problem isn’t what’s going on around him.  The problem is what’s going on inside him. 
 
•  He’s turned away from God, alienated and estranged from the One he used to follow so faithfully. 
 -  I’ve watched people disconnect from God over the years and the result is never good. 
 -  When a person disconnects from God the natural consequence is frustration, futility and 
 emptiness. 
 
ILL.  Every day we hear about terrorist attacks and casualties to soldiers and civilians, greed in big 
business and fraud in health care.  Pedophile priests, and cover-up cardinals, a depressed job market, and 
declining property values.  The push to legalize drugs, and subsidize abortions with our tax dollars.  
Little children abducted from their beds, abused and murdered.   
 -  It’s hard to be optimistic in a world that’s turned its back on God. 
 
Jon Paul Sartre wrote a book about life and waited until the end to title it NAUSEA. 
Ernest Hemingway, a Pulitzer Prize winner in literature, was known for the pessimism laced into all of 
his writing. 
 -  His final work The Old Man And The Sea was especially pessimistic. 
 -  Shortly after finishing that book, he took off his shoes and socks, loaded a double-barreled 
 shotgun, put the barrels in his mouth and pulled the trigger with his big toes. 
  •  His suicide note read, “The farce is over.” 
 
•  Pessimism is also in our music.  The Rolling Stones, I Can’t Get No Satisfaction.  Jackson Browne, 
Running On Empty.  John Lennon wrote, “I’m just sittin’ here watching the wheels go around.” 
 -  Pink Floyd recorded, “All you are is just another brick in the wall” and “I don’t need no 
 education.” 
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•  Ozzie Osborne gave us, The Suicide Solution.  Eminem is fatalistic to the max. 
 
•  Rock and rap are bad.  But country music can be just as pessimistic. 
 -  Most of the good country songs are about the guy or the girl losing everything. 
 
ILL.  You know what happens when you play country music backwards? 
 -  You get your wife back.  You get your truck and your dog back. 
 
•  One country song has lyrics that said, “My wife ran off with my best friend, and boy do I miss him.” 
 
•  Even the movies are pessimistic.  Disaster and horror films abound. 
 -  Slasher and end of the world movies are popular. 
 
ILL.  One psychologist was asked why people go to see disaster and horror films and he said, “People 
go to escape.  They want to see someone else in a worse situation than they are in.” 
 
•  We’re living in very difficult times.  The #2 killer of teenagers in our country is suicide. 
 -  But, like Solomon, the problem isn’t what’s going on around us.  It’s what’s going on inside of 
 us. 
 -  The result of turning away from God and living life your own way will always end up as an 
 exercise of futility and an experience of complete frustration and pessimism. 
 
(1) SOLOMON’S PROBLEM 
(2) SOLOMON’S PASSIONS 
 -  Solomon turned away from God, decided everything was meaningless and became a pessimist! 
 -  In his hopelessness he tried to find satisfaction and self-fulfillment in everything you can 
 imagine and even some things you can’t imagine. 
 -  He started looking in all the wrong places for all the wrong things. 
 
ILL.  Rick Warren’s book The Purpose Driven Life begins with these words: “It’s not about you!  
The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even 
your happiness.  It’s far greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and 
ambitions.  If you want to know why you were placed on this planet you must begin with God.  You 
were born BY His purpose and FOR His purpose.  The search for the purpose of life has puzzled people 
for thousands of years.  That’s because we typically begin at the wrong starting point – ourselves.” 
 
•  It’s not about YOU or me.  It’s about God.  And when we get that out of place, we lose our focus, life 
gets messy, and even if we started well, we can finish poorly. 
  
•  Solomon lost his focus and began to look in the wrong places to find meaning in his life.   
 He tried: 
 (a) INTELLECTUALISM.  He wrote 1,005 songs, spoke over 3,000 proverbs.  He became an  
  expert in plant life, animals, birds, reptiles and fish. People came from all around to hear his  
  wisdom. 
 
•  But, in Ecclesiastes 1:17 he said, “I applied myself to the understanding of wisdom . . . but I learned 
that this, too, is a chasing after the wind.” 
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 He tried: 
 (b) PLEASURE.  Whatever made him feel good became his daily pursuit. 
  •  Do you know how deadly that kind of pursuit can be? 
  •  Eating Krispy Kreme donuts makes some people feel real good. 
  •  Other people would love to stay in bed all day, every day.  That makes them feel good. 
  •  Others feel good when they take drugs or drive recklessly or buy whatever they want,   
  whenever they want it regardless of whether or not they can afford it. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:1, Solomon said, “I thought in my heart, ‘Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find 
out what is good.’ But that also proved to be meaningless.” 
 
 (c) LIQUOR.  He became a connoisseur of wine and strong drink. 
  •  He thought meaning and purpose in life could be found in a bottle. 
  •  In Ecclesiastes 2:3 he said, “I tried cheering myself with wine . . .” but it didn’t work. 
 
 (d) LAUGHTER.  He had the Comedy Channel piped into his palace, with its 24-hr-a-day   
  crudeness and foolishness. 
  •  But in Ecclesiastes 2:2, he said, “Laughter,” I said, “is foolish. And what does pleasure  
  accomplish?”  It left him EMPTY. 
 
 (e) MATERIALISM.  Surely the accumulation of stuff would bring satisfaction and meaning to  
  life.  No. 
  •  Ecclesiastes 2:4-8, “I undertook great projects.  I built houses for myself.  I made gardens  
  and parks with fruit trees.  I made reservoirs.  I bought male and female slaves.  I owned more 
  herds and flocks than anyone else in Jerusalem.  I possessed silver and gold, houses, lands and 
  provinces.” 
  •  His personal annual income would’ve been in the hundreds of millions had he lived today. 
 
•  But in Ecclesiastes 5:12, he said the more you have, the more you have to worry about.  “The sleep of 
the laborer is sweet, but the abundance of the rich man keeps him awake.” 
 -  In vs. 15, he went on to say, “A man takes nothing with him when he dies which he can carry in 
 his hand.”  (Let those words sink in.) 
 
 (f) SEX.  In Ecclesiastes 2:8, he said, “I amassed a harem as well – the delights of the heart of  
  man.” 
  •  He quickly realized there’s no such thing as free love and paid a dear price for his choices. 
 
 (g) CAREER.  Surely having a good job and working hard with your hands would bring   
  fulfillment. 
  •  Ecclesiastes 2:10-11, “My heart took delight in all my work and this was the reward for all  
  my labor.  Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve,  
  everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” 
 
•  Listen, I know the temptation for everyone of us.  It’s easy to say, “Well, that won’t happen to me.”  
Or, “If I had all his money . . . or all his possessions . . . or all his women . . . or whatever . . . ” 
 
•  It took Solomon an entire lifetime of pain and wrong pursuits to learn the foolishness of his ways. 
 -  How long will it take us? 
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1 Kings 11:6, 9-11, “So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord 
completely, as David his father had done . . .The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart 
had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. Although he had 
forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord’s command.  So the Lord said 
to Solomon, ‘Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I 
commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your 
subordinates’.” 

ILL.  Like a sparkler.  You light it and its great at first.  But after a while, it burns out and is nothing 
more than a worthless stick. 
 -  Some of you are brand new followers of Christ and your light is shining bright.  (Warning!) 
 -  Some of you have been following the Lord for years, and it’s easy to become complacent, to get 
 bored, to grow tired.  
  •  Like Solomon, you start to look elsewhere instead of God.  (It’s a slippery slope.) 
  •  You start looking for your next spiritual fix, an emotional high instead of following what  
  God has already told you through His Word. 
  •  You start looking for feelings instead of walking by faith and you lose your focus and begin 
  to compromise. 
 
•  Compromise leads to Tolerance.  Tolerance leads to Acceptance.  Acceptance leads to 
Defensiveness.  Defensiveness leads to Defiance. 
 -  It doesn’t happen overnight.  But once it starts to happen, it’s hard to overcome. 
  Galatians 6:9, “Let us not become weary in doing good.  For at the proper time we will reap  
 a harvest IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP!” 
 
(1) SOLOMON’S PROBLEMS 
(2) SOLOMON’S PASSIONS 
(3) SOLOMON’S PURPOSE 
 -  In the last chapter of Ecclesiastes, Solomon concludes there’s only one fulfilling purpose in life. 
 -  It’s found ONLY in a personal relationship with the Creator.  The author of THE STORY. 
  •  Our STORY can’t make sense and won’t work apart from God. 
 -  Ecclesiastes 12:1, “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth.” 
  •  It ought to be the lifelong pursuit of our lives to love God and live for Him. 
 -  Verses 13-14, “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep 
 His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God will bring every deed into 
 judgment, including every hidden thing, whether good or evil.” 
 
H.G. Wells once said, “Until a man finds God, he begins at no beginning and works to no end.” 
  
•  Solomon was like a frog in a pan of boiling water.  The frog will immediately jump out to save 
himself. 
 -  But put him in a pan of comfortable water and slowly turn up the heat and he’ll sit there. 
 
•  That’s what happened to Solomon.  He had it all and nearly lost it all.  Don’t let that happen to you.   
 
•  “Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole 
duty of man.” 


