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“THE TRIALS OF A KING” 
(Text: 2 Samuel 11:1-24:25) 

 
•  We’ve been in a fascinating series of messages on Sunday mornings called THE STORY! 
 -  We’re looking at THE STORY of the BIBLE 
 -  This morning we come to CHAPTER 12, and I hope you’ve already read the background. 
 
•  Last time we saw DAVID, he was anointed KING of ISRAEL by Samuel. 
 -  God chose a SHEPHERD BOY to be the king Israel would need. 
  •  He might not have looked presidential – but he was faithful. 
  •  God knew David had the right heart. 
 -  Samuel missed it at first.  His own father, Jesse, missed it. 
 -  His brothers missed it and even made fun of him and ridiculed him.   
  •  That is, until he killed the Philistine giant, GOLIATH. 
 -  The only one who saw what God saw was JONATHAN, the son of Saul. 
  •  And he became a kindred spirit and lifelong friend to David. 
 
•  David is now about 50 years of age.  He’s been on the throne for approximately 20 years. 
 -  He’s distinguished himself as: 
  1. A faithful shepherd 
  2. A fearless soldier 
  3. A “man after God’s own heart” 
  4. A composer of psalms 
  5. A valiant soldier on the battlefield 
  6. A leader people loved, respected and followed 
 
•  He’s defeated the Philistines and expanded the Kingdom. 
 -  He’s moved the capital to Jerusalem and now, the former shepherd boy is living in the palace. 
 -  It’s a great time in David’s life.  Things have never gone better. 
 
2 Samuel 8:15, “David reigned over all Israel, doing what was just and right for all his people.” 
 
•  He had extended kindness to MEPHIBOSHETH, the crippled son of JONATHAN. 
 -  Bringing him to the palace and giving him a seat at the King’s table. 
  •  He gave Mephibosheth property and provisions that would take care of him for the rest of his 
  life. 
 
•  David was a great king with a good heart and the nation enjoyed a time of peace of prosperity never 
before experienced among God’s people.  He was prospering personally and professionally. 
 
BUT . . . 2nd Samuel 11, verse 1, records a seismic shift in DAVID’s life. 
 -  It’s a story of LUST and ADULTERY, MURDER and DECEPTION. 
  
•  And it all begins with these words: “In the Spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent 
Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army.  They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged 
Rabbah.  But David remained in Jerusalem” (2 Samuel 11:1). 
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•  Even in the painfulness of this story there’s a beacon of hope.   
 -  A picture of redemption and forgiveness. 
 -  A picture of an incredible God who loves us more than we can ever fully understand or 
 appreciate. 
 
•  Once again, its that intersection of the LOWER STORY and the UPPER STORY that impacts OUR 
STORY. 
 
•  So, even if you’ve heard this story before, listen to it again as if you’re hearing it for the first time. 
 
We begin with . . . 
(1) DAVID’S TEMPTATION (2 Samuel 11:1-2) 
 -  “In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war . . .” 
 -  This is NOT the David we know and love. 
  •  When everyone else ran from GOLIATH, David ran toward him with a slingshot. 
  •  Flinging a stone into the forehead of the giant, taking him down and then taking off his head 
  with Goliath’s own sword. 
  •  David was someone who engaged life, fought oppression and evil and lived passionately. 
  •  He composed music, wrote lyrics and poetry, faithfully tended sheep, loved people, danced  
  and waged war fearlessly against Israel’s enemies. 
  •  In everything, David faced life with a fully alive heart! 
 
•  Yet, somehow in the midst of his successes he’s experiencing some kind of mid-life crisis. 
 -  He isn’t WHERE he should be.  He isn’t DOING what He should be doing. 
 
•  It’s the time “when kings go off to war” and his armies are out on the battlefield risking their lives, 
defending the kingdom, sweating, bleeding and in many cases dying. 
 -  But where is the king?  Where is David, the commander in chief? 
  •  The one who should be with His troops. 
 
He’s home taking a nap. 
 -  Instead of being on the BATTLEFIELD, he’s in BED. 
 -  He isn’t WHERE he should be!  He isn’t DOING what he should be doing! 
  •  And the devil was just waiting for this moment. 
   -  Success can be dangerous.  You know the stories better than I do. 
 
1 Peter 5:8, “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour.” 
 
•  So David got up in the early hours of the evening and went for a walk on the roof of his palace. 
 -  From his vantage point in the city, he was surrounded by the visible symbols of his own success. 
  •  The nation was united.  The economy was flourishing.  The military was advancing. 
  •  And the Shepherd boy was living in a palace with people waiting on his every need. 
 
2 Samuel 11:2, “From the roof he saw a woman bathing.  The woman was very beautiful.” 
 -  Now, this isn’t the problem.  Being tempted to sin is not sin.  It’s how we respond that matters. 
 -  In that moment David was faced with the same question we must all answer from time to time. 
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WILL I LOOK OR WILL I LEAVE? 
 -  David lingered too long.  His glance turned to a gaze.  A simple view turned into a sinful stare. 
 -  David didn’t act quickly or decisively enough. 
 -  If only he’d disciplined himself like Job. 
  Job 31:1, “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl.” 
 
•  David failed to walk away.  And his lust took him farther than he ever dreamed.  (It usually does.) 
 
1 Corinthians 6:18 says, “Flee from sexual immorality . . .” 
2 Timothy 2:22 counsels, “Flee youthful lusts . . .” 
 -  You can’t trust LUST.  You can’t talk about it, debate it or discuss it.  You have to leave it. 
  •  Immediately!  Or it will grab you by the throat and won’t let go until you have sinned. 
 
James 1:14-16, “But each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  
Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” 
 
ILL.  There’s an old song . . .“You just slip out the back, Jack!  Make a new plan, Stan!  You don’t need 
to be coy, Roy!  Just get yourself free!  Hop on the bus, Gus!  You don’t need to discuss much!  Just 
drop of the key, Lee!  And get yourself free! 
 
REMEMBER:  All this happened because David was at the wrong place at the wrong time. 
 -  You think he’d been up there before?  (Probably.  That’s just speculation.) 
 
People do that all the time . . . Have you ever done that?  Put yourself in temptation situation? 
 -  Teenagers alone at home when parents are gone and won’t be back for a long time. 
 -  Single adult who goes to a bar just to get a coke and kill some time before going home. 
 -  Watching TV late at night and keep flipping through channels to see something exciting. 
 -  Surfing the Internet for something pornographic. 
 -  Head out to Vegas for a good time.  
  (Don’t be naïve:  “What happens in Vegas doesn’t stay in Vegas.”) 
 
•  Don’t put yourself in a TEMPTATION SITUATION. 
 -  If you’re tempted, LEAVE.  Don’t stay around to LOOK. 
  •  David shouldn’t have stayed.  Instead of looking, he should have LEFT! 
 
•  The devil can never make you do something you don’t WANT TO DO! 
 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20, “Flee from sexual immorality.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit . . . You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore, honor God with your 
body.” 
 
2 Samuel 11:2, “From the roof he saw a woman bathing.  The woman was very beautiful.” 
 -  I don’t want to let BATHSHEBA off the hook here.  She’s an accomplice to all this as well. 
 
Raymond Brown: “Bathsheba was careless and foolish, lacking in the usual Hebrew modesty, or she 
certainly would not have washed in a place where she knew she could be overlooked.  From her roof-top 
she would often have looked out to the royal palace and must have known that she could be seen.” 
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Ken Idleman said this about Bathsheba:  “She was careless and indiscreet and immodest.  And I am 
amazed at how many women out there behave the same way these days.  She knows she is attractive.  
She knows she can be seen.  Let’s be honest here; she is a bit of an exhibitionist.  But, hey it’s not her 
problem if David can’t control himself.  Or is it?  Parents, set an example – teach modesty.  Dads and 
moms, step up and be vigilant about the dress of your daughters.  Teach them to dress NOT for the 
attention of boys but for the approval of their Heavenly Father.  Don’t let your daughter become a 
temptress by her clothes being too tight, or her neckline too low or her hemline to high.  [Is this in time 
to influence your bathing suit shopping this summer?]  Some parents are weary or so insecure, so 
intimidated by their own kids or so seduced by the culture they won’t fight for their children’s virtue.  
I’m saying this is a ‘hill worth dying on.’  And after all, which is worse, putting yourself in the place of 
being tempted or being the temptress?  Is there really a difference?” 
 
(1) DAVID’S TEMPTATION 
(2) DAVID’S DECEPTION (2 Samuel 11:3-6, 27) 
 -  David was the king.  So he took charge and asserted control.  He pulled the trigger on his lust. 
 -  He yielded to the lure of sexual sin.  He initiated the liaison. 
 
•  David was so caught up in the moment he missed a warning that could’ve helped him avoid the whole 
mess. 
 Verse 3b.  “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 
  •  “Your highness, this woman is someone else’s wife.” 
 Verse 4.  “Then David sent messengers to get her.” 
  •  He’s gone too far to turn back. 
 
 -  Bathsheba comes into the king’s chamber and they enjoy a night of passion and unrestrained 
 romance.   
 
•  There’s no mention in Scripture of Bathsheba resisting or refusing.  (After all she was the one bathing 
on the roof!) 
 Verse 4c.  “Then she went back home.”   
  (Probably while it was still dark so no one would know what they’d done.) 
 
•  But the last part of the last verse of this chapter reminds us SOMEONE ELSE saw it all. 
 “But the thing David had done displeased the Lord” (2 Samuel 11:27d). 
 
Verse 5.  “The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, ‘I am pregnant’.” 
  
•  Now David faces a decision.  Would he repent before God and men or would he attempt to hide it? 
 -  It’s the same decision we must answer:  “Will I cover it up or will I come clean?” 
 -  Sadly, he did what most do.  He tried to hide it and deny it. 
 
Verses 6-8.  This is David’s “spin” plan. 
 
 PLAN A – He planned for Uriah to be brought home from the battle in hopes he would spend the 
 night with his wife and think the child was his. 
 
Verses 9-10.  Uriah didn’t follow the plan. 
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•  David’s plan had a fatal flaw:  Uriah wasn’t like David.  He was a man of integrity (vs. 11). 
 
 PLAN B – David would get Uriah drunk and then, plan A would work (vs. 12-13b). 
  •  However, even when he was drunk, Uriah still was a man of integrity (vs. 13c).  
 
 PLAN C – David sent a note to Joab to have Uriah killed (vs.14-17). 
  •  Uriah, still a man of integrity, never looked at the note he was carrying. 
 
•  Deception is a dangerous cancer that can only be treated by repentance and confession. 
 
Psalm 32:2-11.  After the whole affair was over, David wrote these words: “Blessed is the man . . . in 
whose spirit there is no deceit.  When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day 
long.  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of 
summer.  Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, ‘I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord . . . ’ Rejoice in the Lord and be glad you righteous; sing, all you who are 
upright in heart!” 
 
Verses 26-27b.  After Uriah’s wife heard about her husband’s death, she mourned for him.  After the 
time of mourning was over, David had her brought to the palace and she became his wife and bore him a 
son. 
 -  The “mourning” may have been over but the sorrow was just beginning. 
 
(1) DAVID’S TEMPTATION 
(2) DAVID’S DECEPTION 
(3) GOD’S INTERVENTION  (2 Samuel 12:1) 
 -  “The Lord sent Nathan to David . . .” 
 -  God sends a prophet with a parable – and not just some pointless, warm and fuzzy, feel good 
 story. 
  •  This was an indictment from the God of Heaven – Whose point would be impossible to miss! 
 -  Verses 1b-4. 
  1. A rich man and a poor man lived in the same town. 
  2. The rich man had lots of sheep and cattle.  The poor man had one little ewe lamb. 
  3. When the rich man had a guest stop by, instead of taking one of his sheep or cattle to   
   prepare a meal, he stole the ewe lamb from the poor man and cooked it for his guest. 
 -  Verse 5.  “David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, ‘As surely as the Lord 
 lives, the man who did this deserves to die!  He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he 
 did such a thing and had no pity’.”  
 
Verse 7.  “Then Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man!’ 
 -  READ 2 Samuel 12:7-12. 
 
•  David’s been in denial for months.  But now he will finally face his sin and vs. 13 tells us, “Then 
David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the Lord’.” 
 -  Confession brings cleansing and forgiveness, but it can’t undo or stop the consequences. 
 
Four Facts About Sin: 
1. Sin always DECEIVES.  It promises pleasure but delivers PAIN. 



Page Six 
 
2. Sin always DESTROYS.  David received God’s forgiveness but he also received the due bill for 
 his sin. 
 -  Sin always takes you farther than you want to go, costs you more than you want to pay, and 
 keeps you longer than you want to stay. 
 
 #1 – The son born as a result of his sin with Bathsheba died. 
 #2 – His son Amnon raped his sister, Tamar. 
 #3 – His son Absalom killed his brother, Amnon. 
 #4 – His son Absalom tried to usurp his kingdom and wound up killed by Joab. 
 
REMEMBER JOAB?  He helped David cover up his sin by having Uriah killed.   
 -  David can’t do a thing to him.  What can he say to the man who killed his son? 
 
•  Sometimes, when we sin we set unstoppable consequences in motion. 
 
3. Sin will always be DISCOVERED. 
 -  Someone will talk.  An email will be discovered.  A photo will be found.  A text will be read. 
 -  Job 12:22, “[God] reveals the deep things of darkness and brings deep shadows into the light.” 
 
4. Sin has already been DEFEATED. 
 -  2 Samuel 12:13b.  “Nathan replied, ‘The Lord has taken away your sin.  You are not going to 
 die’.” 
 -  The word in the original language means “to cross over” or “to pass on.” 
 
•  For what David did, the O.T. law prescribed death. 
 -  But God “passed on” that penalty to Someone Else. 
 -  Ultimately JESUS died on the cross, in David’s place, to pay for that sin. 
  •  Again, an intersection of the LOWER STORY and the UPPER STORY. 
 
•  While this story focuses on David’s sin and the horrific consequences that came as a result of one bad 
choice, it’s really a story of grace. 
 -  David would be forgiven, recover and go on to write the majority of the Psalms. 
 -  His leadership as king would become known as the “gold standard” by which other kings would 
 be judged in comparison. 
 -  He would ultimately provide the lineage for Jesus, Who was born in “the city of David.” 
 
The lesson for all of us this morning is this:   
•  David’s sin was no greater than your sin or mine. 
 -  Ours simply have not been recorded for all to read. 
•  Everyone of us deserves all of God’s judgment. 
 -  But here’s the best part of THE STORY:  God determined He would “pass on” the penalty for 
 our sin to JESUS. 
 -  He could die in my place and yours, if we just confess our sins instead of covering them up. 
 
•  So the invitation today is to COME CLEAN, CONFESS, and COME ALIVE! 
 
 


