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“THE QUEEN OF BEAUTY AND COURAGE” 
(Text: Esther 1:1-10:3) 

 
ILL.  When the United States–led coalition invaded IRAQ in 2003, the U.S. military developed a set of 
playing cards to help troops identify the MOST WANTED members of SADDAM HUSSEIN’S 
government.  The cards were called “personality identification playing cards.” 
 Each card contained the WANTED PERSON’S name, and picture (if they had it).  The highest-
ranking cards, beginning with the aces and kings, were used for the people at the top of the MOST 
WANTED LIST. 
 The ACE OF SPADES was SADDAM HUSSEIN.  The ACES of CLUBS and HEARTS were his 
sons, QUSAY and UDAY respectively.  The ACE of DIAMONDS was Saddam’s presidential secretary, 
ABID HAMID MAHMUD al –TIKRITI. 
 According to Navy Lt. Commander, Jim Brooks, playing cards have been used as far back as the 
Civil War.   
 Troops would often play cards to pass the time, and seeing the names, faces and titles of the wanted 
Iraqis during their games helped soldiers and Marines familiarize themselves with the enemy in case 
they encountered those wanted individuals in the field. 
 
•  This morning, I want to help you remember the story of ESTHER in a way you will never forget – by 
using cards. 
 -  We have a KING:  XERXES. 
 -  We have a QUEEN.  Actually: TWO QUEENS. 
  •  The QUEEN of DIAMONDS – VASHTI 
  •  The QUEEN of HEARTS – ESTHER 
 -  We have a JOKER:  HAMAN 
 -  We have an ACE:  MORDECAI 
 
•  The Book of ESTHER is one of the most fascinating books in the entire Bible. 
 -  50,000 Jews had chosen to go back to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. 
 -  But many Jews stayed behind and became a part of the Persian culture. 
 -  One man in particular, MORDECAI, was living in the city of SUSA, one of the four capitals of 
 the Persian Empire, along with his adopted daughter, HADASSAH, also known as ESTHER. 
 
•  Living as a JEW in the middle of the Persian Empire wasn’t easy and carried the twin risks of racial 
prejudice and death. 
 -  The KING at the time in Persia was XERXES. 
  •  He was famous for his extravagance and his recklessness.  (We’ll get to him in a minute.) 
 
Three Important Points: 
 1. GOD is never mentioned in the Book of ESTHER.   
  •  But His presence can be felt in every chapter and every verse. 
 2. The theme of ESTHER is GOD, once again, rescuing His people: Israel. 
  •  God is faithful to keep His promise of preserving a holy nation from which will come the  
  Messiah, His Son, JESUS CHRIST. 
 3. You’re going to be amazed how the story of ESTHER relates to your story! 
  •  The application is impossible to miss. 
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(1) THE KING: XERXES (Esther 1:1-22) 
 -  Read:  Esther 1:1-8 
 -  King Xerxes reigned in Persia from 485-465 B.C. 
 -  His kingdom stretched from INDIA to the MEDITERRANEAN SEA. 
 -  During the third year of his reign, he threw a gigantic celebration to celebrate and showcase his 
 vast wealth. It lasted 180 days (Esther 1:4). 
 - At the end of this 180-day celebration, King Xerxes held a huge banquet that lasted 7 more days. 
  •  It was an all-you-can-eat, all-you-can drink event and was so big it had to be held outside. 
 -  He instructed his servants to give his guests all the wine they wanted in whatever way they 
 wanted it.   
 
•  XERXES was a party animal and a big drinker. 
 Ken Idleman said, “He is the kind of guy who says, ’24 beers in a case, 24 hours in a day. 
 Coincidence?  I think not!” 
 
•  After this 187-day celebration, the king was drunk.  And, as most people do under the influence, he 
did something stupid! 
 -  People tend to do things they regret when they’re hammered.  
  •  That’s what XERXES did. 
 
Verses 10-11.   He had his trophy wife, QUEEN VASHTI, brought in to show her off. 
 -  The real issue was he wanted to brag about how great he was in having such a fine wife. 
 
Verse 12.  But QUEEN VASHTI would have nothing to do with it.  She wasn’t going to be shown off 
like a piece of furniture or a piece of meat. 
 -  This infuriated KING XERXES and he burned with anger. 
 
•  His pride was pierced.  His ego deflated like a balloon filled with hot air and spit, flying around a 
room until it runs completely out of both and hits the floor. 
 -  His manhood was mangled and his personal embarrassment meter was off the charts. 
 
Verses 13-15.  He consulted his lawyers and his wise men to find out what could be done to QUEEN 
VASHTI. 
 -  They told him she’d not only wronged the king but put every man in the kingdom in jeopardy 
 because their wives might attempt the same thing. 
 -  They encouraged him to issue a decree and have her banished from ever being in his presence 
 again. 
  •  When the king’s edict was proclaimed, women throughout the kingdom would honor and  
  respect their husbands. 
 
Verse 22.  So the edict was issued.  QUEEN VASHTI was banished and every man was king of his 
own castle again. 
 
(2) THE QUEEN: ESTHER  (Esther 2:1-18) 
 -  Four years went by and KING XERXES realized he didn’t have a trophy wife anymore. 
  •  In fact, he didn’t have a wife of any kind. 
 -  He realized the stupidity of kicking such a beautiful queen out of the palace. 
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•  He’s sober, depressed and lonely.  His advisors sense that and come up with an idea to cheer him up. 
 -  They go to the king and share the idea of a beauty pageant to find the King a new wife. 
  
•  They get SIMON COWELL, RANDY JACKSON, PAULA ABDUL, HOWARD STERN, 
JENNIFER LOPEZ and RYAN SEACREST. 
 
•  No, they got a guy named HEGAI (vs. 2).  Last week we had HAGGAI.  This week: HEGAI. 
 -  His job was to oversee a series of beauty treatments.  (12 months of them) 
  •  6 months with oil and myrrh.  6 months with perfumes and cosmetics (Esther 2:12). 
 
Verses 5-7.  There was a Jewish man living in the city of SUSA, from the tribe of Benjamin, named 
MORDECAI, who had a cousin named HADASSAH that he’d brought up as his own daughter. 
 -  When the announcement of the king’s order for the beauty contest went out, ESTHER 
 (Hadassah) was brought to the palace and HEGAI was immediately impressed. 
 -  Vs 9.  He assigned her 7 maids and gave orders for her to be given special treatments. 
 
•  When the day came for ESTHER to be brought in to see the king, he was instantly smitten. 
 -  Vs. 17.  He chose her.  Put a crown on her head and made her his new queen. 
 
Verse 18.  He gave another banquet and proclaimed a national holiday. 
 -  Now I know what you’re thinking – “Hope he doesn’t start drinking!” 
 
•  It’s really a phenomenal story!   
 -  The kind of fairy tale romance we find in Cinderella, Camelot, My Fair Lady and Sleeping 
 Beauty. 
 
But there’s more going on here than just a good, old fashioned, fairy – tale romance. 
 -  Remember WHO holds all the cards.  Remember WHO’s writing THE STORY. 
 
•  Esther was in the RIGHT PLACE at the RIGHT TIME for a reason that extends all the way to you 
and me. 
 -  This was no coincidence.  This was no accident that a JEWISH GIRL in exile found herself now 
 wearing the crown of the QUEEN of PERSIA. 
 
(3) THE JOKER: HAMAN  (Esther 3:1-15) 
 -  Not long after the coronation of this NEW QUEEN, King Xerxes decided to promote one of his 
 officials – a man named HAMAN. 
 -  Haman was the son of Hammadetha, the AGAGITE.   
 
•  Remember King AGAG?   Saul was supposed to kill King AGAG and get rid of all the 
AMALEKITES.  But he didn’t.  (1 Samuel 15) 
 -  Saul’s failure to obey the Lord has consequences all these years later. 
 -  HAMAN is one of the descendants of those AMALEKITES. 
 
•  Ever wonder about the impact of the sins you commit? 
 -  How many people’s lives could be affected on down the road by what you do today? 
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•  So KING XERXES elevates HAMAN to the position of PRIME MINISTER of Persia. 
 -  This was a position that required everyone at the king’s gate to kneel before him. 
 -  But MORDECAI, who visited the palace every day, refused to kneel before HAMAN. 
 
Verses 5-6.  When Haman saw that Mordecai wouldn’t bow down to honor him, he became enraged.  
So much so, that when he found out who his people were he decided not only to kill MORDECAI but 
also to kill everyone like him. 
 -  Haman was a bonafide racist. 
 -  He hated the Jewish people so much he went to the king with a proposal to have all of them killed 
 and even offered 10,000 talents of silver to help get the job done. 
 
•  According to Greek historian, HERODITUS, the annual income for the entire Persian Empire was 
only 15,000 talents.  
 -  So Haman was offering a payoff for killing the Jews that was 2/3rds of the annual budget for the 
 entire kingdom. 
 
•  His strategy was to have a special day when it would be open season on the Jewish people and 
anyone, anywhere could kill Jews on that day. 
 
Verse 11.  King Xerxes told him to keep his money but he could do whatever he wanted with the Jews. 
 
•  From a LOWER STORY PERSPECTIVE, you can’t get much more discouraging news.  It’s over. 
The Jews are done.  This law can’t be repealed according to the law of the Medes and the Persians. 
 -  Have you ever faced impossible situations like that? 
 -  Have you ever had an insurmountable circumstance show up overnight? 
 -  Have you ever felt you were in a place where there was no way out, no way over, no way under, 
 NO WAY? 
 
Hebrews 13:5, “Never will I leave you.  Never will I forsake you.” 
 
(4) THE ACE: MORDECAI (Esther 4:1-10:3) 
 -  The plot to kill all the Jews reached the ears of MORDECAI before ESTHER heard of it. 
 -  Remember, ESTHER is the QUEEN, but she’s also a JEW.  She concealed her nationality from 
 the king.  So he had no idea. 
 -  Mordecai sent a messenger to Esther with the whole story and a copy of the edict.   
 -  She read it and sent word back that no one could approach the king without being asked. 
  •  Anyone who tried just to walk in would be put to death. 
  •  She also said it had been 30 days since the King had last summoned her to come into his  
  presence. 
 -  Mordecai replied: “Who knows but that you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”  
  (Esther 4:14) 
 
Verses 15-17.  Esther told Mordecai to have all the Jews in the city of Susa fast and pray for her.  She 
said, “I will go to the king and if I perish, I perish.”  (She was willing to die for her people.) 
 
Esther 5:1-3.  On the third day, Esther went in and stood in the inner court.  When the king saw her, he 
was pleased with her and extended his golden scepter, which meant her life would be spared. 
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Esther 5:3b.  The king told her he would grant her anything, up to half the kingdom. 
 -  She requested he have Haman come to a banquet she would prepare. 
 
•  The king had Haman brought at once, but the timing didn’t seem right and Esther asked the king to 
have Haman come the next night to another banquet. 
 -  In the meantime, Haman continued to watch how Mordecai refused to kneel or show him any 
 respect. 
 -  So Haman had a gallows built on which he planned to hang Mordecai as soon as he could ask the 
 king.  (75 feet high – vs. 14) 
 
Chapter 6:1.  That night, for some reason, KING XERXES couldn’t sleep. 
 -  He asked for the book that recorded the history of his reign to be brought in. 
 -  As he read it, he found out about a murder plot against him that had been discovered by a man 
 named, MORDECAI, and asked what had been done to honor this man (vs. 3). 
 
•  When he found out nothing had been done, he called for someone and it just so happened that Haman 
was on his way in to ask for his blessing to execute MORDECAI on the gallows he’d built. 
 -  The king asked Haman, “What should be done for the man the king has decided to honor?” 
 -  Haman laid out a list of great stuff that ought to be done, because he thought the king was talking 
 about him (vs. 8-9). 
 
Verse 10.  The king ordered Haman to go at once and do all that “for MORDECAI, the Jew, who sits at 
the king’s gate.” 
 -  Haman did everything the king told him to do and rushed home because he was furious. 
  •  He’d no sooner made it home until the king’s men came to get Haman for the banquet. 
 
Chapter 7:1-2.  The king asked Esther what her request was and repeated his promise to give her 
anything, up to half of the kingdom. 
 -  She answered, ‘Spare my people from being destroyed.” 
 -  The king said, “Where is the man who dared to do such a thing?” 
 
Verse 6.  She points to HAMAN and said, “The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman.” 
 -  Haman was terrified.  (He looked for a Persian rug to crawl under.) 
 -  The king got up in a rage and left the room. 
 -  Haman ran over to the Queen to beg for his life, but he tripped and fell on top of the Queen. 
  •  Just as the king was re-entering the room (vs. 8). 
 
•  Now the king had seen enough.  “Will he even molest the Queen while she is with me in the house?” 
 -  Verses 8c-10.  The words had no sooner left the king’s lips and the servants covered Haman’s 
 face, seized him and took him to be hanged on the gallows he had built for Mordecai. 
 
Here’s how the story ends: 
•  The king couldn’t reverse the edict he’d already made.  But he issued another one so the Jews could 
defend themselves against their enemies – which they did. 
 -  He also made Mordecai second in command to the King (Chapter 10:1-3) 
 
•  Listen, even when you think the deck is stacked against you, God’s still for you.  (Romans 8:31). 


