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“THE RETURN HOME” 
(Text: Ezra 1:1-4) 

 
ILL. I don’t know if it’s still like this.  But back in 1993, I went on a mission trip to the UKRAINE for 
about ten days.  I remember the long flight to FRANKFURT, GERMANY.  And then the flight to 
KIEV.  I remember the all-night train ride from KIEV down to NICOLAYEV.  4 of us in one 
compartment with a place to sit and sleep that was like a cot.  I remember getting off the train the next 
morning in NICOLAYEV thinking we’d woken up in a 1950’s movie.  It was cold and grey.  The 
buildings were dilapidated and decaying, the roads were in bad need of repair.  The people were dressed 
in drab clothing, faces lined with wrinkles from decades of despair.  It was a depressing place.  
 I also remember the great services we got to experience at the churches with standing room only 
crowds who had walked, many of them for miles, just to hear the Word.  I remember we got to teach 
from the Bible in the public schools, and I remember the graciousness of the people when they told us 
good-bye as we prepared to leave. 
 The one thing I will never forget was the trip home.  We rode the same train back to KIEV.  We 
flew back to FRANKFURT, GERMANY.  Everything was the same.   
 But something different happened when we were flying back into the United States.  When we were 
getting close, the pilot came on the intercom and said, “Ladies and Gentleman, we have just entered the 
United States of America.”  People began cheering on the plane.  Now, we were still over the water and 
you couldn’t see land.  But people were cheering because we were close to being home.   
 It was several hours more before we landed in TEXAS at DFW.  And it was almost an hour more 
before we got through customs.  IT DIDN’T MATTER. 
 There’s something about GOING HOME. 
 
•  In our study of THE STORY we come to Chapter 19 this morning.  
 -  The Children of Israel have spent the last 70 years in exile in Babylon. 
 -  Their beloved homeland was destroyed.  Their temple ransacked and burned to the ground. 
 -  Except for the exceptional courage of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, those were 
 dark days in the history of God’s people. 
  
•  But now, because of the providential grace of Almighty God and His relentless passion to have a 
relationship with His people, they’re GOING HOME! 
 -  After decades of isolation, depravation and darkness, a light appears at the end of the tunnel.  
 
•  What a remarkable turn of events! 
 -  God turns the heart of PERSIA’S KING, CYRUS, toward the Jews and turns the heart of the 
 JEWS toward Jerusalem.  (Home) 
 
The first thing I want you to notice is a . . .  
(1) PROCLAMATION (Ezra 1:1-4) 
 READ: Ezra 1:1-4. 
 
 -  Before we look at the proclamation, we need to look at who made it. 
 -  Who is CYRUS, King of Persia? 
  •  Some scholars believe he was the successor to DARIUS, the king in Daniel 6. 
 -  Remember the decree he issued after DANIEL escaped the lion’s den? 
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Daniel 6:26-27, “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the 
God of Daniel.  ‘For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his 
dominion will never end.  He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and 
on the earth.  He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
 
Verse 28 is the key: “So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian.” 
 
Dr. John Walvoord, former president and chancellor of Dallas Theological Seminary said, “The 
probable explanation is that either Darius was a governor under Cyrus and later delivered the kingdom 
to him, possibly at his death, or that Darius and Cyrus were the same person.” 
 -  Dual titles were not uncommon. 
 -  Dual titles wouldn’t be out of place in Daniel. 
  •  Daniel and his three friends had two names. 
 -  Ancient Jewish records support the claim that Darius the Mede was Cyrus the Persian. 
 -  There are a number of other parallels between Cyrus and Darius. 
  •  Both ruled over a dual realm: Medo-Persia. 
  •  The reign of both is dated from the conquest of Babylon. 
  •  Both appointed satraps to lead after conquering Babylon. 
 
•  I believe there’s more than sufficient evidence to support the fact it was the same person and it makes 
perfect sense because of the proclamation that is made. 
 -  The king acknowledges God in his own life and in his mission to re-build the temple in 
 Jerusalem. 
 
•  Ironically, about 100 years earlier, the prophet ISAIAH had laid out the whole story, detail by detail. 
 Isaiah 45:13, “I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will make all his ways straight. He will 
 rebuild my city and set my exiles free.” 
 -  God even called him, “the Lord’s anointed.” 
 
•  The raising up of Cyrus to deliver God’s people and rebuild the temple in Jerusalem had also been 
prophesied by JEREMIAH – Jeremiah 29:10-14. 
 
•  CYRUS proclaimed that anyone who wanted to go back home and help rebuild the temple could go 
and he also said that people were to give the Jews all the resources they needed as well. 
 - So 50,000 Jews, prompted by God, freed and funded by KING CYRUS, made the 900-mile trip 
 from Babylon back home to Jerusalem and went to work. 
 
Ezra 3:1-3. 
 -  They “gathered as one man in Jerusalem.”  Determined, focused, faithful to rebuild the temple of 
 God. 
 
But something happened.  Actually, TWO THINGS happened.  Here’s the first one: 
(2) PROVOCATION (Ezra 4:1-5) 
 -  Enemies showed up.  Opposition arose.   
 -  Every time you attempt to do something great for God you can count on opposition. 
  •  You can count on detractors and defectors.   
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Ezra 4:2.  At first they came and pretended to want to join them.  “Let us help you build . . .” 
 -  That’s the insidious hideousness of how the devil works. 
  •  Before he tries to BEAT us he always tries to JOIN us. 
 -  The people of God saw through it and said, “You have no part with us in building a temple to our 
 God” (vs. 3). 
 -  So the detractors turned on them and began to talk to everyone to “discourage the people of Judah 
 and make them afraid to go on building.” They even “hired counselors to work against them and 
 frustrate their plans” (vs. 5). 
 
AND THEY DIDN’T LET UP. 
 -  Verse 5 tells us,      They fought against God’s people “during the entire reign of Cyrus the king 
of  Persia and down to the reign of Darius, King of Persia.” 
  •  This is another King Darius.  King Cyrus is gone and there’s a new king. 
 
There’s also a NEW problem: 
(3) PROCRASTINATION (Haggai 1:4-11) 
 -  God’s people had started so well and continued to remain focused when there were many who 
 opposed them and fought against them. 
  •  Opposition can unify people quicker than almost anything I know. 
   
ILL. Growing up in a family with four boys.  We fought all the time with each other. 
 -  But let someone pick on one of our brothers and suddenly there were three others ready to fight 
 on his behalf. 
 
 -  After awhile the troops got tired.  The people lost their motivation. 
  •  Little by little, good works were replaced by good intentions and it wasn’t long before “the  
  work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill . . .” (Ezra 4:24). 
 
What happened?  Who knows? 
 -  Maybe stacking stones became too tiresome. 
 -  Maybe mixing mortar became monotonous and mundane. 
 -  Maybe the criticism from all their detractors became too discouraging. 
 
•  The project ground to a halt and the people turned to their own personal projects. 
 -  They’d worked a long time on God’s stuff and decided to start focusing on their own stuff. 
  •  Their own businesses, farms, enterprises, houses. 
 -  One by one, they quit showing up for work at the temple until one day, no one came. 
 
Randy Frazee: “I can’t prove this, but I can almost guarantee they never intended to abandon the 
project forever.  I can almost hear their well-intentioned rationalizing:  ‘We’ll get back to it.  Maybe 
next week.  Or next month.  Certainly before next year.  But first I have to get the crops harvested.  Then 
I have to finish putting the new roof on the house.  Once I get caught upon things, I’ll come back to it.” 
 
•  One week passed. One month passed.  A year went by.  Five years.  Ten years.   For sixteen years the 
temple project sat untouched! 
 -  Enough time for weeds and grass to grow up over and through the foundation. 
 -  Enough time for the surrounding nations to look at the temple and begin to mock and make fun. 
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•  “Well, they sure don’t take their God very seriously” 
 -  Enough time for a whole generation to grow up and look at that abandoned mess and say, “Well, I  
 guess our parents don’t care much about God or that temple they were building for Him.” 
 
•  Meanwhile, as God’s house lay in ruins from all those years of neglect, their own houses were looking 
pretty good. 
 -  They hadn’t become notorious sinners.  They’d just become self-centered. 
  •  Instead of their lives revolving around God and the things of God, as it used to be; now it was 
  all about them and their things and their enjoyment and their fun and their family . . . 
 
What would you do if you were God? 
 -  You delivered these people from captivity in Babylon.  You brought them home, blessed them 
 and gave them everything they needed to serve and honor you.  And once again, they turned their 
 backs on you. 
 
•  God raised up TWO MORE PROPHETS: HAGGAI and ZECHARIAH to call them to repentance. 
 -  Remember the UPPER STORY: God wants to have a relationship with us and is willing to do 
 whatever it takes. 
 
Read:  Haggai 1:1-11. 
 -  “Give careful thought to your ways.  You can’t do this on your own.” 
 -  “When you put YOUR things above ME, ANYTHNG above ME, nothing’s going to work!” 
 
•  For 16 years they’d been going around in circles.  For 16 years they’d been giving the wrong 
impression to their own children.   
 “We love God, but we don’t have time for Him.” 
 “We don’t have to help rebuild the temple.  Other people can do that.  We did that years ago.” 
 “We’re doing great!  We really are.” 
  •  But in their hearts they knew they weren’t doing what they should’ve been doing.   
  •  In their hearts they knew what they were doing was wrong. 
 
Haggai 2:1-9.   
 
•  Listen to what ZECHARIAH told them: Zechariah 8:9-17. 
 -  God told them, “If you’ll get back to who you should be and back to what you should be doing, 
 I’ll bless you in ways you never dreamed!” 
 
Randy Frazee: “I have yet to meet a follower of Christ who deliberately set out to ignore God, but I’ve 
seen many drift away from Him because they allowed everything else – the kids, the job, the transfer, 
the demands, the stress, the struggle – to get in the way of the precious relationship He offers.  The time 
comes when we no longer wake up thinking about God’s temple.  And with the passage of time comes 
the diminishing of passion.  Tithing becomes tipping, prayers become rote quotes, and church 
attendance becomes an obligation.  It’s not that we forget God; it’s just that we put him in a closet.” 
 
Ezra 5:1-5.  They went back to work on the house of God and guess who showed up?  More enemies. 
 -  This time it was a guy named TATTENAI. 
 -  But God told them, “Don’t bat an eye over TATTENAI.  Don’t worry about him.” 
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Ezra 6:14- “They finished building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel and the 
decrees of Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia.” 
 
Verse 16.  “Then the people of Israel – the priests, Levites and the rest of the exiles – celebrated the 
dedication of the house of God with joy.” 
 
 -  Things always go better when we put God first! 
 
C.S. Lewis said, “Put first things first and we get second things thrown in: put second things first and we 
lose both first and second things.” 
 
Jesus said, “But seek first His (my Father’s) kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33). 
 
•  God’s still writing THE STORY today and wants to use every one of us. 
 
 -  He told the Jewish people:  “If you’ll get back to who you ought to be and back to what you ought 
 to be doing, I’ll bless you in ways you never dreamed!” 
 
•  He’s telling us the same thing this morning. 
 
Don’t put off what you know you ought to do this morning. 
 
 -  Don’t say, “I’ll put God first one of these days . . .”   
 
  •  TODAY is the only “one of these days” you’re guaranteed to have. 
 
  •  And none of us are guaranteed TOMORROW or even TONIGHT. 
 
•  Whatever you need to do, you need to DO IT TODAY! 
 


