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“THE KINGDOMS’ FALL” 
(Text: 2 Chronicles 33-36; Jeremiah 1-5; Lamentations 1-5; Ezekiel 1-2; 6-7; 36-37) 

 
ILL.  On the evening of April 14th, 1912, the RMS TITANIC, a mountain of steel and mechanical genius, 
which had been pronounced “the unsinkable ship,” raced through the icy waters of the Atlantic.  They 
were trying to set a new transatlantic speed record.  Radio operators on the TITANIC received a warning 
they were heading toward a dangerous ice field. 
 However, they were busy sending messages for some of the wealthiest, most powerful people in 
the world to loved ones back at home, reporting on the incredible experience they were having on board 
this amazing, luxurious passenger ship. 
 One of the radio operators set aside the warning message so he could get to the long list of 
messages from his passengers.  A few hours later, a radio operator from another ship sent a message to 
the TITANIC warning about the ice field.  One of the operators on the TITANIC sent back a terse 
response via Morse code that simply said:  “Shut up; shut up.  I am busy.” 
 You know the rest of the story. 
 
What is it that causes us to ignore warnings until it’s too late? 
 
•  No matter how many messengers God sent to warn His people, they repeatedly ignored them. 
 -  He sent ELIJAH, ELISHA, AMOS and HOSEA. 
 -  He sent ISAIAH, who warned them God was going to cut off every provision they’d previously 
 enjoyed. 
 -  He told them Jerusalem was already staggering and Judah was falling. 
   
•  It wouldn’t be long and the nation of ISRAEL, the NORTHERN KINGDOM, would be gone.  
Literally. 
 -  The people were taken to ASSYRIA where they lost all sense of identity and purpose as a 
 nation (2 Kings 17:23).  The king of Assyria actually resettled Samaria with pagans.  Heathen 
 people who had no idea who the One True God was (2 Kings 17:24). 
  
•  The people of Judah barely escaped the same fate when Sennacherib surrounded Jerusalem and cut off 
all their supplies. 
 -  But Judah’s king, Hezekiah, one of the good ones, called upon Isaiah to pray for them and 
 sought the help of God. 
 -  God supernaturally intervened and the Angel of the Lord slaughtered 185,000 Assyrian soldiers. 
 -  Sennacherib fled for home where he was later cut down by the sword. (By his own two sons.) 
 
•  You’d think with Israel (the Northern Kingdom) gone and Judah (the Southern Kingdom) almost 
gone, escaping only because of the supernatural intervention of God they would turn back to God. 
 -  They didn’t. 
  
They were . . . 
(1) A WOEFUL PEOPLE 
 -  Hezekiah, their king died and his son, Manasseh, took over at the age of 12. 
  •  I’m all for raising up young leaders.  But making a kid in Jr. High your king? 
 -  Manasseh was the exact opposite of his dad and “did evil in the eyes of the Lord.”  
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•  He reinstituted idol worship and built altars devoted to foreign gods in the temple in Jerusalem.  
(Essentially thumbing his nose at God.) 

 -  He publicly worshiped those foreign gods suggesting to everyone in Judah they should do the 
same. 

 
•  Instead of consulting God, he sought counsel with sorcerers and mediums, a practice expressly 
forbidden by God. 
 -  He even threw his own son into the fire as a sacrifice to a pagan god. 
 
2 Chronicles 33:11 tells us since Manasseh wouldn’t listen to God, “the Lord brought against them the 
army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound 
him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon.” 
 -  The mighty king, who once thought himself too big for God, now sat in a dark, dirty dungeon. 
  •  The God he repeatedly rejected finally took him out. 
 
2 Chronicles 33:12.  Manasseh humbled himself, repented and cried out to God for another chance to 
make things right. 
 -  God was moved by his plea and brought him back to Jerusalem where he did “make things 
 right.” 
  
READ:  2 Chronicles 36:15-20 
 
•  JOSIAH was another bright spot in Judah.  If we thought Manasseh was young to be king at 12, 
Josiah was only 8. 
 -  2 Chronicles 34:1.  He reigned for 31 years and “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.” 
 -  He cleaned up the Temple of God, removed all the idols and images. 
 -  He also found the Book of the Law of the Lord and had everyone come to the temple where he 
 read “the words of the Book of the Covenant” (2 Chronicles 34:30). 
 -  Then, he challenged all the people to recommit themselves to everything they’d just heard. 
 
The key verse is 2 Chronicles 34:33.  “As long as he (JOSIAH) lived, they did not fail to follow the 
Lord, the God of their fathers.” 
 -  But after Josiah died, the people reverted to their old ways. 
 
2 Chronicles 36 ends this way: 
 
 Verse 5.  “JEHOIAKIM was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in 
 Jerusalem eleven years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord his God.” 
 Verse 9.  “JEHOIACHIN was eighteen when he became king.  He reigned in Jerusalem three 
 months and ten days.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord.” 
 Verse 11-12.  “ZEDEKIAH was twenty-one years old when he became king.  He reigned in 
 Jerusalem  eleven years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord his God and did not humble himself 
 before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke the word of the Lord.” 
 
In our text today, 2 Chronicle 36:15-20, the people wound up in captivity in Babylon. 
 -  God handed them over to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 -  Their LOWER STORY looks like they’re done.  Gone for good and good as dead. 
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•  But remember, God’s writing an UPPER STORY. 
   -  He never gives up.  He wants to have a relationship with His people. 
 
So He sends another messenger: 
(2) A WARNING PROPHET 
 -  EZEKIEL was in exile in Babylon, along with the people of Judah, and God spoke to him. 
 -  God told him he was going to be a “watchman” for the people and to sound the warning. 
  •  He also told Ezekiel, if he didn’t warn the people He would hold him personally responsible 
  (Ezekiel 33:1-9). 
  
•  Here’s what he told EZEKIEL.  READ:  Ezekiel 2:1-9. 
 -  Ezekiel fearlessly and faithfully told the people what God was telling him. 
 -  He warned them again and again.  Over and over he told them: “God wants to give you another 
 chance.  But you have to repent.  If you continue to rebel, things are going to get worse.” 
 
•  Listen to this sobering warning in Ezekiel 6:1-7. 
 -  You’d think after hearing that, the people of Judah would fall on their face in repentance. 
 -  THEY DIDN’T. 
 
So God sent them another messenger: 
(3) A WEEPING PROPHET 
 -  With most of Judah in captivity in Babylon and Jerusalem about to be attacked, God raised up 
 another prophet: JEREMIAH. 
 -  In terms of the LOWER STORY, this would’ve been a tough time to get that assignment. 
  •  Nothing is going well.  No one is listening to God.  The nation is in complete disarray. 
  •  The city of Jerusalem was in complete chaos.  Only the poorest of the poor have been left  
  behind to run the city.  Everyone else was carried off to Babylon. 
  •  There was a daily dose of anarchy, famine and violence. 
 -  So God raises up JEREMIAH to tell these people left behind that God’s patience is running out. 
 -  If they don’t repent, their city is going to be destroyed. 
 
•  JEREMIAH tries to get out of the assignment by telling God he’s too young and he’s not a public 
speaker (Jeremiah 1:6). 
 -  God told him, “I’m writing the story here, and I chose you to be a key character in all this before 
 you were ever born.” 
 -  Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, before you were born, I set you 
 apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
 -  Jeremiah 1:7-8.  “Don’t say you are too young and that you can’t speak.  I will be with you and 
 will rescue you.” 
 
•  In Jeremiah 5:1, it’s almost as if God says, “Can you find one person left in this city who will look to 
me and live for Me?  If you can, I will forgive this city and won’t destroy it.” 
 -  It’s pretty sad when God has to lower the bar and says, “Can you even find one person left who 
 lives for Me?” 
 
•  So Jerusalem is in ruins.  The majority of the nation of Judah is in captivity in Babylon. 
 -  Jeremiah stayed behind, standing in the midst of the rubble. 
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•  The temple Solomon spent so many years building has been demolished. 
 -  As Jeremiah stood there, the Bible says he wept (Lamentations 2:11). 
 -  He wrote an entire book called LAMENTATIONS, which describes WHAT happened, WHAT 
 it looked like and WHY it happened. 
 
Lamentations 3:22-26, “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my 
portion; therefore I will wait for him.’  The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who 
seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.” 
 
•  In Jeremiah 21, Judah’s king, ZEDEKIAH, came to Jeremiah and asked him to make a final plea to 
God, hoping that somehow disaster could be averted. 
 -  But Jeremiah told him it was too late. 
 
Jeremiah 21:10.  “I have determined to do this city harm and not good, declares the Lord.  It will be 
given into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will destroy it with fire.” 
 -  History records that’s exactly what happened. 
 
•  Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers broke through the walls even as King Zedekiah tried to flee with his 
family.  (Jeremiah 39:1-7) 
 -  They brought king Zedekiah before Nebuchadnezzar and killed his sons in front of him. 
 -  Then they gouged out his eyes, put shackles on him, set fire to the temple Solomon had built for 
 the glory of God, and took Zedekiah and the people that were still alive to Babylon. 
 
•  As they left the city, it was ablaze with fire just as Jeremiah had warned them.” 
 
•  From a LOWER STORY perspective, it can’t get much worse.   
 -  But remember:  God wants a relationship with His people and He’s willing to do whatever it 
 takes for that to happen. 
 
So He gives them: 
(4) A WONDERFUL PROMISE 
 -  Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 -  Wait a minute!  How can God do that?  Their city was destroyed.  They’re in captivity. 
  •  God can do that because He’s the One writing THE STORY remember? 
  •  Things are never too dark, too desperate, too far gone for Him to step in and change   
  everything. 
 -  What seemed to be the end of Israel and Judah was really the beginning of something even 
 greater. 
  •  God was going to write some chapters, not only in their lives, but ours as well. 
   -  We’ll see that in the weeks ahead. 
 
•  Look what God told Ezekiel.  READ:  Ezekiel 37:1-14. 
 
•  Do your old dry bones need some new life this morning?   
 
 -  Let the breath of God breathe new life into you and change YOUR STORY this morning. 


