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“THE BEGINNING OF THE END” 
(Text: 2 Kings 17-19; Isaiah 3; 6; 13-14; 49; 53) 

 
•   The overwhelming theme of THE STORY is: God loves us and wants to have a relationship with us. 
 - That’s been THE STORY from the very beginning.  It’s still THE STORY today. 
 
•  The nation of Israel was God’s special nation.  They were His chosen people – His children. 
 -  From Abraham and Sarah, God had birthed this incredible nation. 
 -  He’d brought them out of bondage in Egypt to the land of Promise and promised to care for all 
 their needs. 
 -  But the people turned away from their Provider and His provisions and demanded to have a king 
 so they could be like all the other nations. 
 
•  God reluctantly granted their request.  But their kings brought chaos, calamity and disastrous 
consequences. 
 -  Because of the failed legacy of an unfaithful king named Solomon, God tore the kingdom apart. 
 -  The NORTHERN KINGDOM led by Jeroboam called ISRAEL. 
 -  The SOUTHERN KINGDOM led by Rehoboam called JUDAH. 
 
•  For a period of 208 years and 39 different kings, both kingdoms repeatedly turned their backs on God. 
 -  So it was time for drastic action. 
 
God sent prophets to plead with His people to repent, return to Him and be restored. 
 -  But both ISRAEL and JUDAH couldn’t resist the lure of idolatry, materialism and immorality 
 and consequently became like the heathen nations before them.  
 
•  One of those prophets was a man named ISAIAH who ministered during the reign of UZZIAH, 
JOTHAM, AHAB and HEZEKIAH, the kings of Judah. 
 -  He prophesied the downfall of both Israel and Judah. 
 
READ:  ISAIAH 3:1-11 , 24-26 
 
FOUR WORDS summarize the story this morning: 
(1) SEPARATION (2 Kings 17:1-41) 
 -  The people wanted to be on their own.  They didn’t want God or need Him.  Or so they thought. 
 -  So God gave them what they wanted – complete separation. 
 -  He raised up the ASSYRIANS to invade Israel.   
  •  They laid siege to the entire Northern Kingdom and the capital city of Samaria. 
 
2 Kings 17:5.  “The king of Assyria invaded the entire land, marched against Samaria and laid siege to 
it for three years.” 
  
Verse 7.  “All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the Lord their God, who had 
brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  They worshiped other 
gods and followed the practices of the nations the Lord had driven out before them . . .” 
 -  The verses that follow (vs. 7b-17) describe how wicked and evil they had become. 
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Verses 18-19.  “So the Lord was very angry with Israel and removed them from His presence. Only the 
tribe of Judah was left and even Judah did not keep the commands of the Lord their God.  They followed 
the practices Israel had introduced.” 
  
Verse 20.  “Therefore the Lord rejected all the people of Israel; He afflicted them and gave them into the 
hands of the plunderers until He thrust them from His presence.” 
 -  They wanted a life without God.  So He gave it to them. 
 
Verse 23.  “So the people of Israel were taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria . . .” 
 -  History refers to the people who were deported to Assyria as “the lost tribes of Israel” because 
 they ceased to exist as tribes, let alone as a nation. 
 
•  The Assyrians split them up and sent them to various cities where they intermarried and eventually 
lost their cultural distinctives and their identity as Israelites. 
 -  2 Kings 17:24.  The king of Assyria brought pagan foreigners into Samaria to settle in all the 
 cities where the Israelites use to be. 
  •  It became an unholy mess. 
 -  The people who resettled in the towns where the Israelites used to live, began to worship their 
 pagan gods, so God sent lions among them to kill them. 
  
•  The King of Assyria sent for one of the Israelite priests so he could teach these foreigners how to 
worship in their new homeland and placate the god of this land. 
 -  Verse 41.  Says the people worshiped the Lord but continued to serve their idols.  They had no 
 idea what they were doing. 
 
•  Meanwhile, the descendants of Abraham, who had been given the Promised Land and had once 
enjoyed the supernatural provision and protection of God, were now permanently removed from His 
presence and from the land of promise. 
 
(1) SEPARATION 
(2) DEMONSTRATION (2 Kings 18:1-19:37) 
 -  All that was left now was the tiny nation of Judah to the south. 
 -  Judah’s king at the time was a man named HEZEKIAH.  He became king at the age of 25. 
 -  He reigned in Jerusalem for 29 years and lived a mere 35 miles south of Samaria.  (Show map) 
 -  He happened to be one of the few good kings.  He was one of the good guys. 
 
READ:  2 Kings 18:3-6. 
 -  Notice the first part of verse 7, “And the Lord was with him; he was successful in whatever he 
 undertook.”  As a result of his faithfulness, God rewarded him and his kingdom with success. 
 
•  But notice the last part of verse 7, “He rebelled against the King of Assyria and did not serve him. 
 -  Apparently, there was some kind of arrangement where the King of Assyria demanded money in 
 exchange for the promise he would protect them and not attack them. 
  •  Apparently, this was the Assyrian mafia and the king was the godfather. 
   
2 Kings 18:13.  In the 14th year of Hezekiah’s reign, Sennacherib, king of Assyria attacked all the 
fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 
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•  This got Hezekiah’s attention and he said, “Okay, pull your troops out and I’ll pay whatever you 
demand us to pay.”  (2 Kings 18:14). 
 -  Hezekiah wound up giving him all the silver that was in the temple of the Lord and in the royal 
 treasury.  He even stripped the gold off the doors and doorposts of the temple and gave it to the 
 king of Assyria. 
 
•  But that wasn’t enough for Sennacherib.  They came and surrounded Jerusalem, cut off all their 
supplies and began to mock them. 
 “Who’s going to deliver you now, Egypt?  The Lord?”  (2 Kings 18:21-22) 
 
•  In fact, the field commander for Sennacherib said, “The Lord himself told us to march against your 
country and destroy it.” (vs. 25) 
 -  Which was true.  God had raised up the Assyrians against them. 
  •  But he became arrogant and said, “Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land from the 
  hand of the king of Assyria?  How then can the Lord deliver Jerusalem from my hand?”  
  (vs. 33-35). 
 
•  Hezekiah tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and went to the temple and sent messengers to find 
Isaiah, the prophet.   
  
READ:  2 Kings 19:3-4.  Did you notice all Hezekiah said was “pray for us”?  (vs. 4c) 
 
Isaiah’s response:  verses 6-7. 
 
•  Hezekiah received another threatening letter from Sennacherib saying, “Do not let the god you 
depend on deceive you when he says, ‘Jerusalem will not be handed over to the king of Assyria’.” (vs. 
10). 
 -  Hezekiah read the letter and headed to the temple to pray.  READ: 2 Kings 19:15-19. 
 
•  Isaiah sent word to Hezekiah that the Lord had heard his prayer.   READ: 2 Kings 19:32-34. 
 
Verses 35-36.  “That night the angel of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five 
thousand men in the Assyrian camp.  When the people got up the next morning – there were all the dead 
bodies.  So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew.” 
  
•  It was a decisive victory that once again demonstrated God’s love for his special nation. 
 
-  In verse 37, it says that one day while Sennacherib was worshipping his false god, Nisroch, two of 
his own sons cut him down with the sword.  (Just as the Lord had said.) 
 
(1) SEPARATION 
(2) DEMONSTRATION 
(3) HUMILIATION (2 Kings 21:1-18; 2 Chronicles 33:1-20) 
 -  You’d think after seeing what happened to Israel and witnessing the miraculous way in which 
 God spared them from a similar fate that Judah would never consider abandoning God again. 
 -  But, if you’ve been following THE STORY, you know that God’s chosen people have a hard 
 time living for Him when things are going well. 
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 •  Hezekiah died after serving God faithfully for 29 years. 
 -  His son, MANASSEH, inherited the throne from his father at the age of 12, but failed to inherit 
 his faithfulness.   
  •  Instead, he was the exact opposite of his father. 
 -  Manasseh reinstated idol worship and built altars devoted to foreign gods in the temple in 
 Jerusalem.  (Essentially thumbing his nose at God.) 

 -  He publicly worshiped those foreign gods suggesting to everyone in Judah they should do the 
same. 

 
•  Instead of consulting God, he sought counsel with sorcerers and mediums, a practice expressly 
forbidden by God. 
 -  He even threw his own son into the fire as a sacrifice to a pagan god. 
  
2 Kings 21:11, “Manasseh, king of Judah has committed these detestable sins.  He has done more evil 
than the Amorites who preceded him and has led Judah into sin with his idols.” 

 -  In vs. 12 God said He would “bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of 
everyone who heard it would tingle.”  

 
2 Chronicles 33:11 tells us since Manasseh wouldn’t listen to God, “the Lord brought against them the 
army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound 
him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon.” 
 -  The mighty king, who once thought himself too big for God, now sat in a dark, dirty dungeon. 
 -  Used to lavish banquets he was now lucky to get a piece of stale bread. 
  •  The God he repeatedly rejected finally took him out. 
 
There’s some good news, though. 
 -  2 Chronicle 33 tells us Manasseh repented, prayed and asked God for forgiveness. 
 -  God was moved by his prayer and his plea and brought him back to Jerusalem where he got rid 
 of the foreign gods and all the idol worship and told the people of Judah to serve the Lord, the God 
 of Israel, only. 
 
(4)  EXPECTATION (Isaiah 49:23, 26) 
 -  Isaiah played a critical role in this section of THE STORY. 
 -  His primary message was aimed at calling people back to God and away from evil. 
 -  But he’s better known to us for his prophecies about the Messiah. 
  •  It’ll be another 700 years or so, before Jesus arrives on the scene. 
  •  But it’s clear Isaiah knows how the story ends. 
 
Isaiah 9:1, “Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress.” 
Isaiah 9:2-3a, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned.  You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy.” 
Isaiah 9:6-7, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time 
on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” 
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•  Isaiah reassured Judah that God wouldn’t allow them to remain in captivity in Babylon forever. 
 -  After a period of time, He’d bring them home. 
 -  Not because they deserved it, but in order to keep His promise to David and to provide a way for 
 everyone to have the opportunity to have a relationship with Him. 
 
•  Isaiah concluded his message to Judah in Isaiah 49:23, “Then you [Israel] will know that I am the 
Lord; those who hope in me will not be disappointed.” 
 Isaiah 49:26, “Then all mankind will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, your Redeemer, the 
 Mighty One of Jacob.” 
 
God never breaks a promise. 
 -  Judah’s LOWER STORY – like many of our own LOWER STORIES – was a mess. 
 -  But God specializes in using our messes to advance his grand UPPER STORY. 
 
One more thing . . . 
 -  God clearly punished both kings for their wickedness.  But He also punished both nations, 
 ISRAEL and JUDAH as well. 
 -  God even allowed two pagan nations – ASSYRIA and BABYLON to play crucial roles in 
 punishing those nations, specifically chosen by Him to carry out His divine plan for all mankind. 
 
•  God holds both individuals and nations accountable. 
 -  God waited patiently for 208 years before He finally decided He couldn’t allow His nation to 
 continue rejecting Him and His ways. 
 
•  America will celebrate her 236th birthday this week. 
 -  Will the day come when God runs out of patience with the United States and other nations in our 
 world? 
 
•  The idea that could happen ought to motivate all of us to trust God and pray for our nation. 
 -  We need to thank Him for every blessing we have and confess every sin we’ve committed. 
 
•  We also need to put JESUS  FIRST so we can be the kind of people we ought to be, doing the right 
thing. 
 

- We need to join with Joshua and say, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” 
(Joshua 24:15). 

 
One more nugget of wisdom from Isaiah who knew how The Story ends. 
 -  Wise words for all of us if we want the ending of our story to be a good one. 
 
Isaiah 40:31, “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.  They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles.  They shall run and not grow weary.  They shall walk and not faint.” 
 
 
 


