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“REBUILDING THE WALLS” 
(Text: Ezra 9; Nehemiah 1:1-13:31; Malachi 1:1-4:6) 

 
•   The Old Testament comes to a conclusion with three building projects: 
 #1 – The rebuilding of the Temple under Zerubabbel. 
 #2 – The rebuilding of the Wall around Jerusalem under Nehemiah. 
 #3 – The rebuilding of the People under Ezra, Nehemiah and Malachi. 
 
•  God’s people had been disciplined for their disobedience. 
 -  The Bible says, “God disciplines as sons” (Hebrews 12:7-8) 
  
Hebrews 12:10-11, “God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.  No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 
peace for those who have been trained by it.” 
 
•  The all-encompassing theme of Scripture is that God wants to have a relationship with us and is 
willing to do whatever it takes for that to happen. 
 -  In the case of the Israelites, they kept turning away from God. 
 -  So, He allowed the ASSYRIANS and BABYLONIANS to take His people captive. 
 
•  We’ve already seen that CYRUS, the king of Persia, allowed 50,000 Jews to go back to Jerusalem in 
538 B.C. and, under the leadership of ZERUBABBEL, rebuild the temple. 
 -  The project went nowhere for 16 years.  So God sent two prophets, HAGGAI and 
 ZECHARIAH to ignite a spiritual revival and get the job finished.  
 
•  In 478 B.C., ESTHER became the QUEEN of KING XERXES, and was instrumental in the 
miraculous deliverance of the Jews in exile there in Persia. 
 
•  Twenty years later, in 458 B.C., a second group of exiles returned to Jerusalem under the leadership of 
EZRA, the priest. 
 -  Thirteen years after that, in 445 B.C., a final group of exiles returned under the leadership of 
 NEHEMIAH, who was the cupbearer to KING ARTAXERXES.  
  •  The wall around the city of Jerusalem was rebuilt that year. 
 -  Five years later, 440 B.C. the ministry of MALACHI, the final prophet of the O.T. began. 
 
WHY IS ALL THAT IMPORTANT TO US? 
•  The O.T. concludes with THREE BUILDING PROJECTS and THREE BRAVE PEOPLE:  
 EZRA, NEHEMIAH and MALACHI. 
 -  Their ministries overlap each other and show us what God was trying to do. 
 
Three words summarize THE STORY this morning: 
(1) RETURNING (Ezra 7:1-10:1-44) 
 -  Ezra returned to Jerusalem about 80 years after the first group had returned.  
 -  Ezra 7:6, “This Ezra came up from Babylon, He was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, 
 which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given.  The king had granted him everything he asked, for 
 the hand of the Lord his God was on him.” 
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•  You would think that God’s people would’ve learned their lesson after all those years in exile. 
 -  Ezra 7:7 tells us he took a number of priests, singers, leaders and servants back with him to teach 
 and encourage the people. 
 
•  Because of ESTHER, the QUEEN, and MORDECAI, who had become the PRIME MINISTER of 
Persia, God’s people were honored and trusted among the Persian people, especially the royalty. 
 -  So Ezra and this 2nd group of exiles were sent back to Jerusalem with the King’s blessing and the 
 king’s resources. 
 
•  But when Ezra arrived back in Jerusalem, what he found was not what you would’ve expected. 
 -  80 years had gone by and the leaders came to Ezra and gave him the bad news: 
 
Ezra 9:1-2, “The people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves 
separate from the neighboring peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites.  They have taken some of 
their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples 
around them.  And the leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.” 
 
•  Ezra’s response to their disobedience is shock. 
 -  Vs. 3, “When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my head and beard and sat 
 down appalled.” 
 -  Vs. 4, “Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered around me 
 because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles.” 
 
DON’T MISS THIS:  Ezra doesn’t ask God to forgive His people.   Listen to Ezra’s prayer:   
 
READ:  Ezra 9:5-15. 
 
•  That must’ve been quite a prayer.  Ezra 10:1-6 
  
(1) RETURNING 
(2) REBUILDING (Nehemiah 1:1-13:31) 
 -  After Ezra’s prayer and the people’s repentance, once again, God blessed His people as they 
 turned from their unfaithfulness back to Him. 
 -  Meanwhile, in the citadel of Susa, thirteen years after Ezra had taken the second group of exiles 
 back to Jerusalem, a group arrived from there with bad news. 
 -  Nehemiah 1:1-4. 
  •  Nehemiah was the cupbearer to the king (vs. 11). 
 -  He was told by one of his brothers Hanani, and some other men that the city was in ruins.  The 
 walls had been broken down and the gates burned with fire. 
  •  For several days Nehemiah wept and fasted and prayed. 
 -  God placed a burden on the heart of Nehemiah for the city of Jerusalem. 
   
Nehemiah 2:1-4.  King Artaxerxes took notice of Nehemiah’s burdened heart and asked what he could 
do to help. 
  
Verse 6.  The king gave his instant approval.  “When will you get back?” 
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•  Not only did King Artaxerxes give his approval, he also gave Nehemiah supplies, letters of 
commendation, and orders to others to provide all the resources they would need to rebuild the walls.  
 
•  So, thirteen years after Ezra had returned to Jerusalem, a third and final group of exiles returned to 
 Jerusalem under the leadership of a man named, NEHEMIAH. 
 
 (a) There was immediate opposition (Nehemiah 2:10, 19-20; 4:1-3,7-8) 
  • SANBALLAT the Horonite, and TOBIAH the Ammonite, and GESHEM the Arab. 
 (b) There was inevitable discouragement (Nehemiah 4:10-23) 
  •  “The strength of the laborers is giving out . . .”  (That happens on every project.) 
   
Galatian 6:9, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.” 
 
 (c) There was internal bickering (Nehemiah 5:1-5) 
  •  “We’re doing more than the others are . . . we’re paying a higher price than they are . . .” 
 
 (d) There were infernal distractions (Nehemiah 6:1-14) 
  1. SANBALLAT, TOBIAH and GESHEM wanted to have a meeting on the plain of ONO. 
   -  Nehemiah said, “Oh, NO! to ONO” (vs. 1-4). 
  2. One of SANBALLAT’S aides showed up with an unsealed letter filled with lies and   
   misrepresentations (vs. 5-8). 
  3. There was a plot against Nehemiah’s life (vs. 6:9-13) 
 
Nehemiah 6:15.  “So the wall was completed in 52 days.” 
 -  But the building of the wall was never the main objective from God’s perspective. 
 
Nehemiah 8:1-18 (paraphrased) 
 “All the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate and they told Ezra the 
 Scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses before the assembly, which was made up of men 
 and women and all who were able to understand.  He read it aloud from daybreak till noon and all 
 the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.  All the people lifted their hands and 
 responded, ‘Amen! Amen!’  Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the 
 ground.  Then, all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate 
 with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.  Day 
 after day, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God.” 
 
•  But here’s the rest of the story . . . 
 -  Even though the people listened and raised their hands and bowed down and worshipped . . . 
 -  Even though they wept and confessed their sins (Chapter 9) and signed a binding agreement that 
 they were going to follow God and obey Him (Chapter 10), the people didn’t follow through. 
 
Nehemiah 10:35, “We also assume responsibility for bringing to the house of the Lord each year the 
firstfruits of our crops and of every fruit tree.” 
Nehemiah 10:37, “Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to the priests, the 
first of our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the fruit of all of our trees and of our new wine and 
oil.” 
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Nehemiah 10:39, “We will not neglect the house of our God.” 
 
•  But that’s exactly what happened.  So, God sent one FINAL PROPHET – MALACHI. 
 
(1) RETURNING 
(2) REBUILDING 
(3) REPENTING (Malachi 1:1-4:6) 
 -  5 years after the wall was built, God sent Malachi to confront His people one final time. 
 -  In four simple chapters, he lays out 5 serious charges: 
 
 #1 They were unfaithful FOLLOWERS (Malachi 1:1-14) 
  •  Verse 14, “Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it,  
  but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord.  For I am a great king, says the Lord   
  Almighty, and my name is to be feared among the nations.”   
 #2 They had unfaithful LEADERS (Malachi 2:1-9) 
  •  Verses 8-9, “But you have turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to  
  stumble; you have violated the covenant with Levi . . . you have not followed my ways but  
  have shown partiality in matters of the law.”  (vs. 8-9) 
 #3 They were unfaithful PARTNERS (Malachi 2:10-17) 
  •  Verse 14, “The Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth,   
  because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage  
  covenant.”  
  •  They’d made a mockery of marriage. 
 
•  It’s more than ironic that Malachi only addresses the men here.  (Men are usually responsible.) 
 
  •  Verse 17, “You have wearied the Lord by saying, ‘All who do evil are good in the eyes of  
  the Lord, and he is pleased with them’ or ‘where is the God of justice?” 
   -  “God doesn’t care about this stuff.  We’re good with him.” 
   -  “Well, if we’re wrong, may God strike us dead with lightning.” 
 
 #4 They were ungrateful ROBBERS (Malachi 3:1-12) 
  •  Verse 8-10, “Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ In  
  tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse – the whole nation of you – because you are   
  robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.   
  Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of  
  heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 
 
“But Pastor, that’s O. T.!  Tithing isn’t taught in the N.T. 
 -  Matthew 23:23.  Jesus said, “You should tithe.”  (The Gk. word emphasizes a command.) 
 
Matthew 5:17, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them.” (To raise them to a higher standard.) 
 -  In the O.T. it says, “One day a week belongs to God.” 
  •  In the N.T. it says, “Seven days a week belong to God.” 
 -  In the O.T. it says, “You shall not commit murder.”   
  •  In the N.T., Jesus says, “Don’t even be angry with your brother and don’t call him a fool.” 
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 -  In the O.T. it says, “Do not commit adultery.” 
  • In the N.T.  Jesus says, “Don’t even look at a woman with lust in your heart.” 
 -  In the O.T. it says, “Love your neighbor as your self.” 
  •  In the N.T. Jesus says, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 
 -  In the O.T. it says, “Give the first ten percent of your income to God.” 
  •  In the N.T. it says, “Give God whatever you want.” 
 
DOES THAT SOUND RIGHT?  (That’s not even close to what the Lord says.) 
 
 #1 They were unfaithful FOLLOWERS (Malachi 1:1-14) 
 #2 They had unfaithful LEADERS (Malachi 2:1-9) 
 #3 They were unfaithful PARTNERS (Malachi 2:10-17) 
 #4 They were ungrateful ROBBERS (Malachi 3:1-12) 
 #5 They were unfathomable DOUBTERS (Malachi 3:13-18) 
  •  Verse 14, “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God.  What did we gain by carrying out his  
  requirements?” 
  •  Verse 15, “But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper and even  
  those who challenge God escape.”  
 
•  “All these other people are getting away with it.  We can, too!” 
 
Verses 16-18.  ”Those who feared the Lord talked with each other and the Lord listened and heard and a 
scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored 
his name.” 
 -  The Lord said, “People will know they are mine when everything is said and done.  The whole 
 world will see the difference between the righteous and the wicked.  And they will know it pays 
 to serve the Lord.” 
 
•  In Chapter 4, Malachi gives them a prophetic glimpse of the end times and gives them a final 
warning to revere the name of God.  To love Him, live for Him and serve Him. 
 
•  Malachi was the last person to speak before the O. T.  came to a close. 
 -  It’s almost as if God folded His hands for the next 400 years. 
  •  He’d done everything He could to have a relationship with His people. 
  •  He’d blessed them, provided for them, let them have their way when they demanded it,   
  (wanting their own king like the nations around them), cleaned up the mess from that stupid  
  decision. 
   •  He’d sent people to help them and prophets to warn them. 
 
•  Next week, we’ll see that after 400 years of silence, God proves once again He’s willing to do 
whatever it takes to have a relationship with us – He sends His Son. 
 -  During that 400 year period, most of those people died without Jesus. 
  •  You and I don’t have the guarantee of 4 days, much less 400 years. 
  •  We don’t even know if we’ll be here in 4 hours. 
 
•  Do you know JESUS this morning?  You don’t want to wait until next week. 
 



 
 


