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“THE BATTLE BEGINS” 
(Text: Joshua 1:1-24:33) 

 
•  We’re in a new series called THE STORY.  This is actually the 7th message in the series. 
 -  How many of you are reading THE STORY each week? 
 -  This week, we read chapter 7 and have now read about 100 pages of the book. 
 
•  THE STORY isn’t written by any specific author.  Instead, it’s a collection of Scriptures put together 
in chronological order and in a narrative form (like a novel) to help us understand the BIG PICTURE 
of the Bible:  GOD’S STORY! 
 -  There are two basic themes:  AN UPPER STORY & A LOWER STORY. 
  •  The UPPER STORY is God’s perspective from Heaven. 
  •  The LOWER STORY is our perspective here on earth. 
 
•  Today we come to Chapter 7 of The Story and we find the nation of Israel at the edge of the 
Promised Land. 
 -  It’s been 650 years since the original promise was made to Abraham. 
 -  It’s also been 40 years since they were here before, ready to go in. 
  •  But because the people didn’t trust God and didn’t do what He said, they forfeited His   
  blessing and a land of unspeakable abundance and were buried in a barren desert. 
 
•  A new generation of Israelites is camped on the EAST side of the Jordan River, looking to the west 
and literally FACING THE GIANTS in a city called JERICHO. 
 
•  They have a new leader and the remarkable thing about him is that he is now 80 years old. 
 -  So you have approximately 2 million Israelites ready to go in and do battle with the Canaanites, 
 and their fearless leader is an 80-year-old man named JOSHUA. 
 
READ:  Joshua 1:1-9 
 
There are FOUR BASIC THEMES to the book of JOSHUA: 
(1) God is faithful even though Israel is faithless. 
 -  2 Timothy 2:13, “If we are faithless, He will remain faithful . . .” 
(2) God’s grace is always appropriated by faith. 
 -  1 John 5:4, “This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.” 
(3) God’s divine character cannot abide continually with sin. 
 -  The inhabitants of Canaan are slaughtered. 
(4) The literal warfares of Joshua are parallel to the spiritual warfares of the believer. 
 -  We have giants to face, rivers to cross, mountains to climb, battles to fight. 
 
Three important footnotes: 
1. The Old Testament isn’t just for old people or for people who lived way back then. 
 -  1 Corinthians 10:11, “These things happened to them as examples and were written down as 
 warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.” 
2. Moses changed Joshua’s name from HOSHEA (“salvation”) to JOSHUA (“The Lord is 
 salvation.”)  Numbers 13:16. 
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3. Canaan is NOT a type of Heaven.  There won’t be giants to face.  There won’t be warfare.  
 Judges tells us the Israelites were driven back out of the Promised Land 9 times).  
 -  There was sin in Canaan.  There won’t be in Heaven. 
 
Here’s the Setting for the Book of JOSHUA: 
 -  In Numbers 13-14, the Israelites had come to the edge of the Promised Land. 
 -  Moses had sent 12 spies to check out the land.  (One from each tribe.  All leaders.) 
 -  Ten came back with a negative report.  (Only 2 were positive:  Caleb and Joshua.) 
 
•  The people believed the negative report. 
 -  Numbers 14:2, “If only we had died in Egypt!  Or in this desert!” 
 -  They were saying the WILDERNESS was better than the PROMISED LAND. 
 
ILL.  David.  Nathan told him of the “ewe lamb” stolen from the poor man by the wealthy man. 
 -  “Whoever has done this will be punished four-fold!” 
 -  David sentenced himself. 
 
(1) His son died.  (2) Amnon raped Tamar.  (3) Absalom murdered Amnon.  (4) Absalom revolted 
against David and was killed. 
 
•  David was judged by his own mouth.  So were the Israelites. 
 -  “We wish we’d died right here in the wilderness.” 
 -  And God said, “Alright, if that’s what you want . . . that’s what you’ll get.” 
  •  Only CALEB and JOSHUA survived. 
 
•  Now here they are, on the edge of the Promised Land again, and God speaks to this 80-yr.-old man 
named JOSHUA and in verse 5, makes him a three-fold promise. 
 1. “No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life”  (vs. 5a) 
  •  “I WILL BE YOUR STRENGTH.” 
 2. “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you”  (vs. 5b) 
  •  “I WILL BE YOUR SOURCE.” 
 3. “I will never leave you nor forsake you”  (vs. 5c) 
  •  “I WILL BE YOUR SECURITY.” 
 
Verse 6.  “Be strong and courageous.” 
Verse 7.  “Be strong and very courageous.” 
Verse 9.  “Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged.” 
 
How would that be possible  “For the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go!”  (vs. 9d) 
 
•  You talk about an underdog.  It was the Israelites. 
 -  They were facing fortified cities and formidable odds. 
 -  They were outnumbered. 
 -  They were out of their element (they’d been building bricks in Egypt and making manna    
     sandwiches in the wilderness for 40 years.  Hardly preparation for war. 
 -  They weren’t warriors.  They were worshippers and they struggled to do that right most of the 
     time.  IT was an impossible situation. 
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• But God said, if you’ll do THREE THINGS, I’ll give you victory and you’ll be successful wherever 
you go and whatever you do. 
 
(1) BE COMMITTED TO THE WORD  (Joshua 1:8) 
 -  JOSHUA is the first book in the Bible where the people are told to depend upon the written    
    word rather than upon signs, wonders and miracles. 
 -  In the wilderness they’d been led by a pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day. 
 -  Any food they needed was airdropped form Heaven. 
 
•  The first five books of the Bible have been written and God tells them they are to operate on that. 
 Joshua 1:8, “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth . . .” 
 
•  In the N.T., Jesus said, “It is written.” 
 -  We’re not led by miracles, signs and wonders . . . we’re led by the WORD!” 
  •   When we step out in obedience to the Word, miraculous things can happen. 
 
 God’s conditions for success  (Joshua 1:7-8) 
 1. “Be careful to obey all the law”  (vs. 7b) 
 2. “Do not turn from it to the right or to the left”  (vs. 7c) 
 3. “Do not let this Book of the law depart from your mouth”  (vs. 8a) 
 4. “Meditate on it day and night”  (vs. 8b) 
 5. “Be careful to obey everything written in it”  (vs. 8c) 
 
•  The only time Israel was unsuccessful was when they tried to conquer the small city of AI. 
 -  They failed in that battle because a man named ACHAN violated the clear instruction of God’s 
    Word and kept some of the property (spoils), from the previous city of JERICHO. 
 -  JERICHO was the FIRST city in Canaan.  The firstfruits always belong to God. 
  •  Joshua 6:18-19.  “Keep away from the devoted things – the things that belong to God.” 
   - Vs. 21.  “They devoted the city to the Lord . . .”  (It was the FIRST city.) 
 
Joshua 7:7, “What happened?  I thought you said you’d be with us and give us victory?” 
 - Verses 11-12.  God told Joshua what the problem was. 
  •  IT wasn’t that God needed that stuff or wanted it.  In fact, He said, “Burn it!” 
   -  He wants our hearts.  He wants our obedience. 
 
•  ACHAN finally confessed, “It’s true!  I’ve sinned against the Lord!  I coveted.  I took them and hid 
them in my tent.”  (vs. 20-21) 
 
 -  They took ACHAN, his family and al the things Achan had taken to the Valley of Achor,    
    where they stoned the people and burned everything before the Lord. 
 
BE COMMITTED TO THE WORD. 
(2) BE CONSISTENT IN YOUR WALK  (Joshua 3:1-17) 
 -  God told Joshua; when they crossed the Jordan (at flood stage) to have the priests, who were   
    Levites, carry “the ark of the covenant” (Which represented the presence of God) out front. 
 -  When the ark moved, they were to move out.  They were literally to follow God. 
  •  It was representative of God’s presence with them. 
•  When the feet of the priests, carrying the ark, touched the water of the Jordan something happened. 
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•  The water from upstream stopped flowing, nearly 16 miles up river to a town called Adam. 
 
The Lesson?  You follow God and walk with Him and miraculous things can happen in your life. 
 -  When they came to the massive city of JERICHO, the ark was out front again. 
  •  Seven priests carried trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. 
  •  They marched around the city of seven days. 
  •  On the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the 
     trumpets and the Levites carrying the ark. 
  •  When they blew a final blast, the people shouted and the city collapsed. 
 
•  In order to be successful they needed to follow God, walk with Him, listen to Him, and do whatever 
He said. 
 -  Someone said, “It’s hard to walk with God when you’re running with the devil.” 
 
Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 
 
•  The only time Joshua messed up was when the Gibeonites deceived him and tricked him into making 
a peace treaty. 
 -  None of the ITES:  Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Moabites, or Gibeonites were to be spared. 
 
Joshua 9:14, “The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord.” 
 -  That was a costly mistake. 
  •  It always is.  Whenever we aren’t consistent in our walk with the Lord. 
  •  We need to STAY in His presence and PRAY in His presence.  Consistently.  Continually. 
 
BE COMMITTED TO THE WORD 
BE CONSISTENT IN YOUR WALK 
(3) BE CONSPICUOUS IN YOUR WORSHIP  (Joshua 5:1-12) 
 -  If you thought marching around Jericho for seven days, blowing trumpets and carrying a wooden 
    box seemed weird, wait ’til you hear this. 
 -  God ordered all the Israelite males to be circumcised.  (Personal, painful, but purposeful.) 
 -  What was the purpose? 
  •   God wanted them to mark themselves as being His.  Unashamedly, completely His. 
  •  It was an unmistakable, undeniable mark. 
 -  During the 40 years or wandering in the wilderness, they didn’t do this. 
  •  Although God had commanded Abraham and all his descendants after him for the    
     generations to come to be circumcised (Genesis 17). 
  •  It was a sign of the covenant between God and His people. 
   -  “We belong to God.  We worship Him and Him only.” 
 
ILL.  Like a steer or a horse carries the brand of the owner, so the followers of Jehovah God in the Old 
Testament were “branded” to indicate they unashamedly belonged to Him. 
 •  I can’t explain why God commanded this act of obedience. 
  -  It was an outward sign of an inward reality. 
 
Galatians 5:6, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value.  The only 
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” 
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So what’s the identifying mark for Christians today? 
 -  Water baptism, which pictures the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus (Romans 6:1-4). 
 -  When you’re baptized you’re declaring to the world, “I’m identifying with Jesus Christ as my   
    Lord and Savior.  My allegiance is to Him and Him alone.” 
 
•  By the end of Joshua chapter 12, this group of homeless wanderers have left the desert wilderness 
and entered God’s land of Promise. 
 -  They’ve conquered 31 different Kings, and 31 different cities and basically taken the land that    
    was promised to Abraham some 650 years earlier. 
 
Why did God take this land away from the people who lived there? 
 -  They’re called the AMORITES, a general term used for the people living in Canaan. 
 
Deuteronomy 9:4-5, “After the LORD your God has driven them out before you, do not say to yourself, 
‘The LORD has brought me here to take possession of this land because of my righteousness.’ No, it is 
on account of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is going to drive them out before you.  It is 
not because of your righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; 
but on account of the wickedness of these nations, the LORD your God will drive them out before you, 
to accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 
 
•  The AMORITES worshipped the god MOLECH, engaged in immorality, bestiality, offered child 
sacrifices, etc. They were very wicked, godless people. 
 
•  Ironically, this is really a story of GRACE because God gave them more than 600 years to change 
their ways. 
 -  Anyone who wanted to repent and come to God by faith could be saved – like RAHAB and her 
    family. 
 
Deuteronomy 12:31, describes the inhabitants of the land as “doing detestable things the Lord hates . . . 
they even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods.” 
 -  Not only did God want to drive out the AMORITES, but He also wanted to establish His name    
    in the land so all people could come to know the one true and living God. 
 
•  God wanted to reach the surrounding nations through the nations of Israel. 
 -  One of the major themes of the Bible is that God wants to have a relationship with every one. 
  •  Not just the Israelites but all the people of the world.  (John 3:16) 
 
 -  That mission is states no less than 19 times from DEUTERONOMY on or before they go into    
    possess the land. 
 
What’s the lesson in all this for us? 
 If we want to be successful in everything we do, we need to do three things: 
 1.  BE COMMITTED TO THE WORD 
 2.  BE CONSISTENT IN YOUR WALK 
 3.  BE CONSPICUOUS IN YOUR WORSHIP 
  
 


